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Off the Wall open house...

Continued from Page 1.
plan, it could afford to help

the youth centre and invest in
the youth of Acton.

"Can you pull $10,000
from Communities in Bloom
and are your proceeding with
the bridge thing, because
there’s two sources of fund-
ing right off the bat,” Slater
said.

Local parent Sue Walker
said 1t wasn't fair of HHCSI
to call 1t a funding “crisis”
because it admits accuniulat-
ing debt from the program
over three years, comments
echoed by Mayor Gastle who
questioned HHCSI's strate-
gic plan for youth services.

“If your board isn’t going
o continue managing these
facilities, even if we do a stop
gap, what’s going to be the
next step after June?” Gastle
asked.

When asked again if the
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Town would provide money,
Gastle suggested if the com-
munity wants to keep the cen-
tre 1t should come to Council
with a “long term business
plan in place,” and there’s no
“quick fix.”

In its first year, Off The
Wall had 2,000 visits from
kids aged 12 to 19. Last vear,
that jumped to 4,700 visits.

The weekly junior pro-
gram draws up to 60 kids and
at approximately 36,000 per
month to operate.

Gastle noted it costs $500
a night to keep the doors open
and suggested HHCSI look
for cheaper rent, noting the
Open Door centre in
Georgetown i1s located in a
church basement.

Ward Two Councillor
Bryan Lewis pointed to the
540,000 deficit for youth pro-
gramming and asked why
HHCSI appeared to be “pick-

-

ing on" the kids, leading
Barham to explain that aside
from $19.000 each year from
the United Way, they get no
on-going funding for youth
services.

Lewis asked aboul com-
munity and youth fundraising
and the presdeint of the
Kinette Club of Acton,
Heather Sampson. stepped
forward to give Barham a
cheque for $300 to help save
the Acton centre.,

The thought of Off The
Wall closing brought youth
worker Vanessa Box-Jones to
lears as she pointed out youth
involvement in the down-
lown has increased since Off
The Wall opened and crime
has decreased — a fact con-
firmed by Acton Village Con-
stable Gary George who
called the centre a “good al-
ternative” for kids loitering
on the street.

Georgetown Councillor
John Day, acting as a volun-
teer to raise $10,000 to keep
the centres open until the end
of June when HHCSI will
lcarn 1f requested grant
money is coming, parents and
those interested in helping
must ‘sort out the crisis.”

Barham said the decision
o close if sustainable fund-
ing 1s not found — the annual
operating costs for its centres
is $130,000 - is seemingly
“cruel and heartless,” but is
fiscally responsible.

She's cautiously optimis-
tic they will receive a Trillium
Erant — HHCSI requested
75,000 for five years — and
at the end of the meeting said
she felt more confident and
optimistic the money will
come together.

People were asked to
make written comments
about possible ways to save
the centre and other options
and the steering committee
attempting to raise $10,000 to
stave off the impending June
I closing, will collect those
comments to make a request
to Town Council for help.
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DISGRUNTLED PARENTS: Angry parents attended an open house at the Off the
Wall youth centre on Mill Street Monday night, asking Town officials for cash to help
Keep the centre open. — Frances Niblock photos
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stop the internal decay that
they believe caused the bad
Black Gold
Compost Sale

tasting waler.

The open house 1s at the
Legion, beginning at 6:30
p.m,

Green growth
support

Town Council has added
its support to calls for a
stronger environmental com-
ponent in the Province’s
Smart Growth policies to
manage growth and develop-
ment.

Council recently endorsed
Conservation Halton’s re-
sponse to the Smart Growth
plan, a response also adopted
by Conservation Ontario and
other Halton municipalities.

Conservation Halton chair
Jean Williams told Council
recently conservation au-
thorities must be cnitical part-
ners in the planning process
because planning for healthy
walersheds 1s key to Smart
Growth.

“We want to warn Ontario
about the dangers of not con-
sidering the natural environ-
ment... We must all speak
loudly and collectively for
environment protection,”
Williams said, adding Con-
servation Ontario also wants
representation on the Smart
Growth panels.

Sat May 11th - 8am ’til noon
The old Hide House parking lot

in conjunction with the
Acton Horticultural Plant Sale

Free delivery of orders by the yard

- (540 per yard)
i Acton & surrounding area.

Order yours today
8353-5245 or 836-5024

YOUTH SUPPORT: Heather Sampson (right) president
of the Kinette Club of Acton presented a $300 cheque to
Joan Barham, executive director of Halton Hills Commu-
nity Support and Information to help save the cash-

strapped Off The Wall youth centre.

Daniel Varanelli

Certified General Accountant

Attention women age 50 and over:
Early detection of breast cancer saves lives!

The Ontario Breast Screening Program is pleased to
announce its partnership with:

William Osler Health Centre

Georgetown Hospital Campus
1 Princess Anne Drive, Georgetown
(905) 873-0111 ext. 236

Call to book an appointment for your mammogram.
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Personal and Business Tax Returns
Electronic Filing
Evenings and Saturday Appointments

For other program locations near you, call 1-800-668-9304

273 Queen Street, Acton
(519) 853-4311

o~y ; Ty Stir Fry Beef with Tomatoes | GARPDEN
o -.f ‘%{‘\Jf } S > AbSOlUtely the MA R K E r lE
WA e N 2 - best beef ; /
ol Frasls, fase & Friendly
Acton Market Place Plaza R

you’ve ever _
open *)

" o i e
% tasted... 372 Queen St. E. ~ 853-1960 BRALGE '?:I
Open 24 Hrs. ~ 7 Days (except Holidays) = &

A program of Cancer Care Ontario
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