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Plentiful water supply
~ found for- Rockwood

BY MAGGIE
PETRUSHEVSKY
The New Tanner

They got water!

After months of searching
and drilling two unsuccessful
test wells, a plentiful new
water supply has been found
for the village of Rockwood.

Public Works foreman
Greg Pierce told Guelph/
Eramosa councillors Wednes-
day that a new test well drilled
earlier this month within the
village boundaries has been
found to have the water vol-
ume, which the community
needs as its backup supply.

Pierce said the search for
a new well began with a train
derailment in 2000 when a
diesel fuel spill threatened the
village’s existing water sup-
ply. Had contamination oc-

curred the community would
require 42 tanker loads of
water daily to supply its
needs. Although the problem
was avoided, the accident
highlighted the danger of hav-
ing only one source of water
for the village and prompted
the hunt for d new well,
Pierce said the well still
has to be tested for water
quality and meet assorted
other Ministry of Environ-
ment (MOE) standards before
it can be approved for use. A
system will need to be de-
signed for delivering the wa-
ter to the community in case

of any emergency and various

permits will be needed from
the MOE before the well can
be brought into service.

He estimated that process
will take a minimum of seven
months to complete.

Tax hike to
homeowners

Preliminary facts and fig-
ures for the Guelph/Eramosa
(G/E) budget show home-
owners facing a two per cent
increase in their 2002 tax bill.

AS municipal treasurer
Laura Smith put it, that’s an
518 hike on a home with a
$250,000 assessment.

Before anyone heaves any
sighs of relief, however, she
points out that’s only the mu-
nicipality’s share of the bill
and that’s only on a house.
Other assessment classes,
such as commercial and
farms, are set by Wellington
County council as a ratio to
residential rates. The County
has not sct those ratios yet and
she has received no indication
on the timing for that.

She also reminded coun-
cil and the eight observers
who turned up for the initial
budget presentation, that the
municipality only controls a
small share of the tax levy.
Last year the bill was divided
approximately 44 per cent for
the County, 31 per cent for
education and 25 per cent for
the municipality.

Adsett said the latest ver-
sion of the County budget
showed a 2.6 per cent in-
crease over last year’s figure.
That would provide an in-
crease of more than $100 on
a house assessed at $175.000.

One comfort for taxpay-
ers, Smith said, is the fact
there won’t be any reassess-
ment this year. The next one

+ comes in 2003 and will bring

house values to the 2001
level.

Reassessment played a big
part in last year’s huge in-
creases because taxes are

“based on assessment and as-

sessment 1s now based on cur-
rent property values. Last
year's reassessment moved
property values from 1996
figures to 2000 values and
house prices rose dramati-
cally in that period.

Council received the Tec-
ommendations from staff as
a draft budget but held no dis-
cussion on the budget’s con-
tents. That will come later
once taxpayers have had a
chance to look at the figures,
said Mayor Dave Adsett.

The timing of the presen-
tation follows council’s oft-
expressed desire to set the
municipal budget earlier in
the year so taxpayers can ad-
just their personal budgets
accordingly. However, since
municipal tax bills must in-
clude County and education
levies, delays by those bod-
ies often seriously delay pas-
sage of the local budget.

The- draft contained no
unexpected items and contin-
ued work set out in the roads
maintenance program and the
parks and recreation master
plan.

Parks and recreation direc-
tor Glen Smith suggested de-
laying the capital cost on the
Marden Community Centre

Continued on Page 15.

Professional
TaX Preparation

Ron Crawford

Certified General Accountant
356-0815

Free Pickup and Delivery in
Acton and Rockwood

Go on-line for tax tips
www.rcc-cga.com/taxtips.html
Discount for Senior Citizens

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2002

Hindley’s decision to resign

catches councillors b

Councillor David
Hindley’s decision to resign
caught his fellow members of
Guelph/Eramosa council by
some surprise, but not with-
out understanding.

No one was aware of his
changed viewpoint when they
saw him at Wednesday’s
budget meeting although the
announcement was made in a
letter to the mayor faxed to
the municipal office the fol-
lowing Thursday morning.

Rockwood man charged with im

On Sunday, February 24,
2002 at 7:07pm, Wellington
OPP responded to a report of
a 1998 Chevrolet pick-up be-
ing driven across a lawn in
Rockwood. The officers lo-
cated the vehicle on Main
Street South and the driver
had been drinking.

A S51-year-old man of
Eramosa Township, Ontario
1S charged with Impaired
Driving, Driving with more
than 80mgs and Having Liq-
uor Readily Available. He is
scheduled to appear in
Guelph court on April 5, 2002
to answer to the charges.

Witness Sought

Wellington OPP are seek-
ing the assistance of the pub-
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hung him this morning (in an

_ editorial calling for his resig-

nation.),” Mayor David
Adsett said. “Teressa
(Gibson-Smye) makes great
copy for the Mercury, and the
Tanner too. I think all the
publicity council and the
township was getting just got
to him and he said he didn’t
need it.”

Coun. Les Foote said he
was “sorry to see 1t turn out
this way. We’ll miss him. He
tried to do a good job.”

lic in locating a witness to a

- sertous motor vehicle colli-

ston that occurred on Thurs-
day, February 14, 2002 at
10:43pm on Wellington
County Road 124 near the 3"
Line of Eramosa Township.
T'he witness was operating
a white or grayish coloured
mini-van. This van was passed
by a red Buick, which collided
with a black Honda Civic.
We are asking anyone that
knows who this witness may

be to contact Constable

Comden of the Guelph De-
tachment of the County of
Wellington OPP at (519) 822-
7250. '
Prowler Apprehended
On Friday, February 22,

|2ET

"1 supported his right to
decide to stay so I guess I
have to support his right to
go,” said Coun. Doug Breen.
“But I told him if he was re-
signing for my sake he didn’t
need to bother. It’s unfortu-
nate. Notwithstanding his per-
sonal life, he was a really
good councillor. He had ex-
cellent background and on a
personal level, I'll miss him
a lot.” Coun. David McCrae
also supported Hindley as a
“decent man despite his per-

paired driving

2002 at 11:10pm, residents
on Daniel Street in Erin re-
turned to their residence to
find a suspect prowling
around their residence. They
chased the prowler on foot
and notified the Police.

Officers responded to the
scene and began searching for
the suspect. 'The suspect was
spotted nearby and after a
short foot chase, was taken
into custody without incident.
The suspect was also found
to be in possession of a small
quantity of marijuana.

An 18-year-old man of Erin,
Ontario is charged with Prow]
by Night and Possession of a
Controlled Substance. He is
scheduled to appear in Guelph
Court on April 5, 2002 to an-

y surprise

sonal problems” and
commended him for “prob-
ably (doing) the honourable
thing here.”

He said his only concern
has always been whether
Hindley had the right to re-
tain his seat and the original
legal opinion given to coun-
cil seemed to support that
because the Municipal Act is
silent on such situations.
“l understand now that the
Elections Act was where he
ran into trouble,” McCrae
said. “What annoys me is what
we re paying a lawyer for. We
aren t experts. That’s why we
went to a lawyer. This should
have been researched more
thoroughly in the first place.”

Adsett and Breen both lay
the resignation squarely at the
door of former mayoralty
candidate Teressa Gibson-
Smye after her attack during
Monday’s council meeting.

Breen repeated his com-
ments from Monday’s coun-
cil about the constant under-
mining of council activities
which has taken place during
this term.

“We’'re open to enough
criticism in general; Dave
may not have wanted to give
them a legitimate reason to
critisize,” Breen said. “She
got one of us and there’s four
more to go.”

He said he received a
number of calls after Mon-
day’s meeting and the general
consensus was that Gibson-
Smye was “just trying to get
Adsett.”

Adsett said council will
probably follow its traditional
pattern for filling vacancies
by calling for applications
rather than holding a by-elec-
tion. Applicants would then
be interviewed and the best
candidate appointed to the
seat.

Looking at his own career,
Adsett said he was ready to
walk away after one term as
reeve. “All I ever wanted was
to see a junior councillor
come along ready to take over
and carry on,” he said. “But
if you walk out people think
you're a jerk. After this psy-
chological warfare this
term.... I don’t have to put up

swer to the charges. with that.”
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