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Following is the sixth and

final excerpt from a history of

education in Acton, written by
the late Garnet W. (Pat)
McKenzie, principal of Acton
Public School and its succes-
sor, Robert Little School, from
193910 1973. <

For a long time, much too -

long, the principal of a schogl
did his office work, and reports
whenever he found a spare
moment. [ was fortunate to al-
ways have responsible stu-
dents who appreciated and
accepted additional responsi-
bilities, not only in the office
but throughout the entire
school. Finally, it was recog-
nized that elementary schools
needed secretaries, t00.

Robert Little School has
been most fortunate with the
women that have served in this
capacity (Norma Titus, Diane
Spielvogal, Laurie Johnson
and Betty Ashley). Since 1965,
Mrs. Betty Ashley has served
the school in a very quiet, con-
scientious and efficient man-
ner. I'm sure I speak for Ron
Chatten and the late Hazel
Allen when I mention the 1im-
portant role custodian and
secretaries play in the suc-
cessful operation of a school
and point out how fortunate
this school has been in that
respect.

Any success a school en-
joys is the result of a team ef-
fort and Robert Little has been
well blessed with its outstand-
ing teachers who were leaders
in Halton County in operating
primary education, outdoor
education, resource centres,
visual aids, parent/teacher and
student/teacher programs and
specialized subjects in a rotary
system (music, art, home eco-
nomics, industrial arts, math-
ematics, English, social sci-
ences, etc.).

This “team effort” would
not be complete without in-
-cluding the representatives
from the Department of Edu-
cation. I have read about the
leadership, dedication and the
help teachers received from
Robert Little (1871-1885), J.S.
Deacon (1885-1913) and J.M.
Denyes (1913-1938) and 1
know from personal experi-
ence that Messrs. Lorne
Skuce, Robert Bornhold, Ted
Jordon and Leonard McNeil
played similar roles. Their lead-
ership was reflected, I feel, in
the high scholastic achieve-
ments of Acton’s pupils when
standardized tests were intro-
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duced by the Halton Board of
Education in 1969.

When I look back on the
hundreds of students who
graduated from Robert Little
and went on to higher educa-
tion or out to take their place
in society we have been very
fortunate indeed. The major-
ity of them were industrious,
anxious to succeed and not
afraid to become involved.
Through the various school
activities, inter-school sports,
field days, music festivals,
operettas, public speaking,
outdoor education, student
assistance program in primary
rooms and graduation exer-
cises, they played an impor-
tant role in the school pro-
gram.

They were always suc-
cessful in their money-raising
projects and leaders in help-
ing UNICEF, Red Cross, and
many community activities.
They were always up-dating
our physical education equip-
ment and presenting gifts to
the school when they gradu-
ated and their parents sup-
ported them in all their activi-
ties.

The school has assisted
many pupils from other lands
— Chinese from Hong Kong;
students with European back-
grounds and even taught
English to an Eskimo girl for
the RCMP. Perhaps it was this
varied ethnic background that
gave many Robert Little stu-
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recerve a $500 Queen’s
University scholarship by
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dents this desire to be suc-

cessful as home makers, crafts-

men, mechanics, stenogra-
phers, lawyers, teachers, doc-
tors, nurses, editors, mer-
chants, ministers, farmers, so-
cial workers, writers, business
men and a host of other wor-
thy vocations.

Since the fire in 1956 the old
school, except for the four
front rooms, remained silent
until it was demolished in 1963
to be replaced by the modern
structure which is used today.
To say that was a difficult year
at school would be mild in-
deed. The old school had to
be demolished and the new
wing built while teachers and
students continued to work in
the rest of the school. Al-
though the contractors prom-
ised it would be ready for Sep-

- tember, when I returned from
holidays in late August the

roof wasn’t completely fin-
ished. It was a very trying situ-
ation with tradesmen, staff and
students jostling for space. It
was a relief to everyone when
the contractors were finally
finished in early January
and we could re-build our
program without the noise,
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dust and confusion.

The last phase of the re-
building of Robert Little
School took place in 1968 when
a modern resource centre was
added. Thus 1969, when the
County Board of Education
was fnrmed Robert Little
School had modern facilities,
up-to-date equipment and a
staff that was capable of tak-
ing 1ts place with the best from
other parts of the County.
Since that time 1t has had 1n-
depth visitations from leading
educators in Halton~ Em Lav-
ender, Director of Education,
Orrie Gilmore, John Singleton,
John Graham, Jim Morrison,
Don Thomas, and Don Gen-
tleman and in each report the
school and the program of-
fered by the staff received en-
couragement and acceptance.

Without naming the writers
[ will mention a few phrases
used to evaluate the progress
made in this school — adminis-
tration excellent, cumulative
records in good shape, teach-
ing staff is strong, very fa-
vourable progress, excellent
professional development,
professional reading carried
out, supervision of staff is

Robert Little grads credit to community

Anne

Rﬂbert Little teaching staff of 1965 with prmclpal G W. McKenzle, front rnw., third from lEft

clear and definite evaluative
techniques devised, public re-
lations excellent, and good
day-to-day work with atten-
tion to children’s needs.

In June 1973, when I retired
the staff at Robert Little con-
sisted of: Susan Allen, Sandra
Andress, Rosemary Black,
Linda Coe, Richard Coe,
Robert Coleman, June
Doberthien, Jane Gamble,
Yvon Gionet, Ena Gibson,

Dayle Griffin, Douglas Hines,

Barbara Holmes, Mary Hurst,
Kachmar, Kay
Kavanagh, John Kavanagh,
Margaret Masales, Joy
Penttila, Kathy Ross, Norma
Silcock, Kathy Sanford, John
Taylor, Marlene Titon,
Marjorie White and V.P.
Barbara Rennick.

Custodians John Krul,
[rene Balogh, and Bill Withers.
Office Staff Laurie Johnson
and Betty Ashley.

When you visit the staff
room now you'll hear such
comments as aim and objec-

tives, program of studies, pu- .
pil achievement, anecdotal re-

ports, professional reading,
long range plans, remedial
work, newsletters, parent vol-

The Newsletter for Sep-
tember and October has come
in from the printers and is
available for pick-up now at
the Centre.

Remember the Open
House/Registration week at
the Centre from September 10
to 14. Put your name on a bal-
lot each day you visit and
you will be eligible to win
prizes. The draw will be on
September 14 at 3:00 p.m.
Also on that day we will have
a send-off for Adrianna, our
Coordinator, who has de-
voted so much time and ef-
fort for the betterment of our
Centre.

We need a driver to take a

ACTON SENIORS'
RECREATION CENTRE

By OwEN COULTRUP

route in Georgetown for our
Snack Box program. We pay
for your gas and more. The
run will take about an hour of
your time, and 1s a good
fundraiser for the Centre.
The 50/50 draw for Au-
gust 17 was won by Rose
Portelli, who received $40.50.
A name was picked for the
August 24 draw, but was de-
clared a non-winner because
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Expires Sept 30, 2001
N We pay the Tax on Take-QOut orders L.L.B.O

no loonie was paid.

Bid Euchre Mooners for
August 16 were Audrey
Watson, Mae Milton and
Chris Robertson. For August
23 the Mooners were Mae
Milton, Mary Papillon,
Margarete Stronziwilk and
Shirley Hunter.

There are two day trips for
September as follows: Sep-
tember 19, Toronto City two
hour tour, shopping and
browsing at Toronto’s Harbour
Front, full buffet luncheon at
the Town and Country $47 per
person. September 26, Casino
Rama with full buffet $5.

Mark your calendars —
Acton Seniors’ Christmas
bazaar and tea on Saturday,
November 24, 11 am.—2 p.m.
Penny sale items are now on
display at the Centre and tick-
ets are for sale. Donations of
craft and baking will be

- needed and appremated

unteers, diagnostic testing,
acceleration and retardation,
staff supervision, cumulative
records, professional devel-
opment, age-grade reports,
standard tests, etc., and one
realizes that it has been a long
and interesting journey from
the one-room school at River
and Main Streets where the
teacher collected a penny a
week and taught reading, writ-
ing and arithmetic with the
birch switch nearby and a
dunce cap sitting on a stool
in the corner.

Would Robert Little be
proud if he could visit his
school today? I think he
would. May Ron Chatten, as
principal, and his staft and the
men and women who will fol-
low them strive to maintain
an outstanding program for
the children — our leaders for
tomorrow.

Principals of Robert Little
School from 1860-1986

1860-1862 — John McPhee

1863-1871 — Robert Little

1871-1878 — John Ross

1879-1902 — Thomas (T.T.)
Moore

1903-1913 — Wm. H.
Stewart (In 1913 Mr. Stewart
became principal of the High
School.)

1913-1939 — Minnie Z.
Bennett

1939-1943 — Garnet W.
McKenzie

1943-1945 — W.D. Elmer
Smith

1945-1973 — Garngt W.
McKenzie

1973-1979 — Hazen Allen

1979-Feb 1986 — Ronald
Chatten

Feb 1986— Karen Erskine.

Town
“honours
ﬁ;__,s.a_;xolunteers

P::rgmvﬁ dﬁpendable
?qugsmaa} with great

adership skills. Those are
the attributes listed for five
_Apton teens who received
.tomﬁr Service Awards
from the Town last week for
their volunteer work with
the Halton Hills Recreation
andPa,J:ks department.

Vuluntaers who took
part in the March Break
leadership development
program and those who

completed either 70 hours
(Laaders-m-Trammg) or
100 hours (Junior Leaders)
of volunteer service re-
ceived graduation diplomas
ata ceremony last Wednes-
day at the Civic Centre.
Cummumt}' volunteers
also received participation
certificates. -

The Acton award re-
ClplBlltS mnclude:

Constance Smelsky:
most dependable — laader-
ship development

Astun Ruza positive at-
tltui:le cnmmumty valun—
1660

Chris Galda: gﬂod vol-
unteer-to-camper relations
- cununumty volunteer

 Nicole Dawkins: pro-
fe:ssmnahsm leadership
development participant

Lynn Watson: leader-
ship skills — cununumty
volunteer




