Rockwood Gardens closed, over 40 jobs lost

By FRANCES NIBLOCK
The Rockwood Miller

It didn’t come as a complete surprise,
but employees of Rockwood Gardens, a mail
order seed, bulb and plant company, were
dismayed and disappointed when they lost

their jobs last week.

Last Tuesday, the 40 to 45 employees
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were told the American parent company,
Foster and Gallagher, had declared bank-
ruptcy and they were to gather their per-
sonal belongings and leave.

“It’s a bloody shame,” said lead hand
Barb Leach of Acton, adding they’d had
some layoffs recently, but the closure is

“quite painful” for everyone.

Volume 4

pa gl
= P! %

AN

“The labour board is sending us forms

e ——
O

By FRANCES NIBLOCK
The New Tanner

For approximately 4,000
public and separate school
students in Halton, school is
not out for summer.

They are enrolled in sum-
mer school with both boards
of education, and while most
are high school students who
either failed a credit course or
are upgrading their mark, 700
of them are elementary and
middle school students
(Grades 4 through 8) who are
taking remedial classes.

Educators with both the
Halton public and separate
school boards say the number
of summer school students
are up by at least 10 per cent,
and many because they failed
math or new Grade 10 courses,
including civics and career
studies.

“We’ve seen a significant

GOT A PHOTO OF A BEA
summer months, it it is deemed
Gastle, Cr. Clark Somerville and Horticultural president Max

e e T S —

so we can file for severance and vacation
pay and our last week’s wages, but insured
creditors get paid first and there might not
be much left for any employees,” she said.

Lucy

Lamoreaux, who worked at
Rockwood Gardens for 24 years, said after
a number of recent layoffs, they knew the
company was “ in trouble.”

“There were work slowdowns as busi-
ness was dropping and last year there
were a’'lot of (Job) cuts at our head office
at Michigan Bulb,” Lamoreaux said.

A recorded phone message at Rockwood
Gardens said they were experiencing high
call volumes and asked callers to be

patient

until their call could be answered.
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ncrease in the number of stu-
dents enrolled in Grade 9 and
10 math,” said Halton District
School Board summer school
supervisor David Knight on
Friday, adding they are run-
ning 10 classes in those sub-
jects, double the number of
several years ago.

“We’re also seeing a radi-
cal decrease in the number of
students enrolling in English.
We used to run 10 classes and
now we’'re down to three, but
I don’t know why.”

Acton high school stu-
dents attending summer
school can enroll with either
the public or separate school
board. The public board
doesn’t offer busing for sec-
ondary school courses and
just one Acton student is en-
rolled at the public board’s
summer school in Burlington.
The separate board didn’t
have figures on how many
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suitable. Memory Gardens, of course,

Acton students were attend-
ing summer school at Bishop
Reding or W.I. Dick public
school. Between 15 and 18
Grade 7 and 8 students from
Acton are enrolled in summer
schools to take remedial
classes in English and math,
being taught in Georgetown
or Milton. :

If a high school student
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received a mark of 40 or above,
they’re eligible to take a two-
week upgrade course offering
55 hours of study, half of the
normal credit time. Students
who didn’t get a mark of 40,
or those who want to gain a
new credit, can sign up for a
four week, 110-hour summer
class.

Elementary school stu-
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r‘alse alarm, nay blaze

What turned out tﬂx.be a false alarm sent Acton fire-
fighters racing to the Blue Springs Scout camp on the
Sixth Line, Nassagaweya, at 12:28 last Wednesday

afternoon. An alarm had malfunctioned.
% % %

Four hours later, firefighters were called to the Sixth
Line east of Acton, where a hay bale was burning in
a field south of Highway 7. Firefighters tore the bale
J2partand extinguished the flames. =~
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er’s circulation area? Send it in and we’ll use it in colour during the
is one of Acton’s prettiest places, where Mayor Kathy
MacSween posed recently. — Ted Tyler photo
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dents who received a mark
below the provincial standard
—called Level 1 —are eligible
for remedial classes in Eng-
l1sh and math.

Paul Cianciola, vice prin-
cipal of continuing education
with the Halton District Sepa-
rate School Board said the rig-
orous new curriculum for
Grades 9 and 10 is one of the
main reasons for a slight in-
crease in the number of high
school students attending
summer school. The separate
board has 1,500 students en-
rolled, up by approximately
300 students over last year.

Both boards said they had
trouble finding qualified
teachers to teach summer
school classes this year,
partly because many teachers
are working for the Ministry
of Education, marking the
province-wide standardized
math and English tests.

Finance the 2001 Protegé

Spring Breakthrough Event

Achilles Mazda presents the 2001 Mazda Protegé LX, with an
impressive list of standard equipment that includes:

v Air Condition v/ Standard AM/FM CD Stereo
v New 2.0L 4 Cylinder v Larger Fuel Tank

v 15" Wheels v 60/40 Split Rear Seats

v Available Keyless Entry v Standard Floor Mats

v Standard Map Lights v Tachometer

- Heart Racing Yet? It Will Be.
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*Up to 36 Months
Or Cash Purchase Price From

$16,250

* plus Freight/PDE and taxes

Achilles Mazda Ltd
357 Queen St. Acton
519 853-0200 + 905-453-8965
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