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" POSTER PROUD: Acton Beaver Kyle Bowman’s
artwork earned him first place in a Scouting poster
contest. Kyle, 7, received a gift certificate from
North Halton District president George Henderson
(right) and secretary Steve Norman at the Acton
Scout House last Wednesday. — Frances Niblock
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Tax hike

Halton ratepayers face the
first regional tax increase in
eight years with Halton Coun-
cil’s approval last week of an
operating budget with a 2.7
per cent increase. That’s an
_extra $30 for the average prop-
erty valued at $185,000 and
must be added to an already
approved $28 per cent in-
crease in water and sewer
charges.

The total tax bill increase
won’t be known until the
school board — with provin-
cial structions to hold the
linc — and the Town — which
began budget debates last
(Wednesday) finalize their
spending plans.

Water help

Rural Acton residents
whose private well water has
tested positive for bactenial con-
tanmmnﬂn are eligible for dis-
counts with local private com-
panies selling water treatment
devises, including ultraviolet
hight of chlorination systems.

Halton has put together a
list of companies offering 10
to 20 per cent discounts on
water treatment equipment.
As well, Halton maintains
water bottle depots where
residents can sample their
own water supply and has
health inspectors who will in-
spect wells found to be con-
taminated and provide advice
and information to the home-
OWners.

Halton has approximately
7,500 private wells. Recent
surveys of private wells in
Halton found approximately
half of them were contami-
nated with bacteria.

Bureaucracy fails
parkers?

An Acton apartment
dweller’s frustration at having
to drive monthly to the Civic
Centre in Georgetown to ap-
ply for a permit to park over-
night in municipal lots in town
prompted a request for a staff

report.
“There’s got to be a better
way,” Councillor Rick

Bonnette said, adding he
thought “something fails bu-
reaucracy,” because the Mill
Street resident in question, a
regular permit holder, recently
didn’t get a permit because
she was away on holiday, and
they were all issued when she
got back.

“It’s hard to believe there
are that many permits in
Acton,” Bonnette said, ask-
ing for a staff report.

Tech talk

Pointing to the parking
permit situation, Georgetown
Councillor Jane Fogal sug-
gested 1t was an area where
“e-government,” like the
Town’'s Internet site, will make

dealing with the municipality .

faster and easier.

Recently, the Town re-
launched a revamped Internet
site, offering a wealth of mu-
nicipal information, including
maps, minutes of past meet-
ings, contacts, links, budgets,
capital projects and all things
municipal. The site 1is
www.town. halton-hill.on.ca

Density and water
concerns

The proposed large
number of homes on rela-
tively small lots and provision
of adequate water should be
of “majorconcern” to Halton
Hills as it comments on plans
to expand Crewson Comers
with a 70-lot subdivision over
the border in Erin Township,
on the north side of Highway
7 at Town Line.

Acton Councillor Rick
Bonnette passed along the
concerns, voiced to him by
several area rural residents,
worried about the proposed
density, 70 units on 37-foot
lots, and that there are provi-
sions for phase two, another
50 lots. There are also con-
cerns about adequate fire and
police services.

Let us hear your news.
Let everyone else read about it.

Local businessman fined, suspended

from racing by Ontario Jockey Club

By FRANCESNIBLOCK
The New Tanner

Lihehouse Standardbred
horse owner and car dealer,
Walt Dixon, 1s expected to ask
for a full hearing into allega-
tions of a mdden ownership
— shadow training cover-up
when he, and three others,
appear before the Ontario
Racing Commission (ORC)
March 23.

Former Acton minister,
the Rev. Dr. Jean Stairs, has
been appointed Principal of
Queen’s Theological College
in Kingston. She is the first
woman fo serve as principal
since theé college opened n
1912. She 1s a former minister
at Acton Baptist Church.

A professor, theologian,
ordained minister and author,
Rev. Stairs succeeds Hallett
Hewellyn, a former
Georgetown minister, as prin-
cipal of the college. He left
the church post last year to
take over the mumstry of Trin-
ity - St. Paul’s United Church
in lToronto.

Rev, Stairs joined the

Theological College in 1991
as an assistant professor of
Practice of Ministry and Field
Education. She was ap-
pointed head of Theological

Dixon, co-owner of Punky
T Stables (PTS) uf
Limehouse, and owner of Park
Motor Sales, was suspended
for ten years and fined
$350,000 last Thursday by the
ORC, an independent quasi-
judicial body whose mandate
1S to protect the integrity of
horse racing and breeding.
Following a one-year investi-
gation, resulting 1n more than
7,000 pages of supporting

Studies in 1996 and was
tenured and promoted to as-
sociate professor in 1998,
Stairs’ areas of teaching in-
clude field education,
preaching, the relationship
between pastoral care and
spiritual direction, and femi-
nist theology.

During her time with the
university, Stairs has served
on numerous committees and
projects, and served as
president of the Association
for Theological Field Educa-
tion, chairman of the Cana-

documents, the ORC sus-
pended and fined owner
Dixon, trainer Doug Berkeley
of MofTatt, his wife Leslie and
Freelton frainer Matthew
Moevkens.

ORC executive director
Jean Major said the fines and
suspensions resulted from

alleged regulatory, not crimi-
nal, fraud.

“The allegations are that
he (Dixon) employed the serv-

Rev. Jean Stairs appointed
first woman college principal

dian Affairs Commuittee, The
Association of Theological
Schools.

‘Her most recent publica-
tion 1s titled, Listening to the
Soul: Pastoral Care and
Spiritual Direction. Dr.
Stairs has Bachelor of Mu-

sic degree from McMaster

University, a Master of Di-
vinity College and a Doctor
of Ministry degree from the
University of Toronto and
the University of St.
Michael’s College, Toronto
School of Theology.
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ices of individuals that were
suspended at the time, and
dld so complicatedly, know-
ing that they were suspended
at the time,” Major said on
Tuesday.

Betters handicap races on
a number of factors including
the pedigree and history of
the horse, track conditions
and the trainer and driver and
Major said false information
1s harmful to the betting pub-
lic.

“One of the cornerstones
of this industry 1s that the
races must be conducted with
the utmost mtegrity, because
the betting public relies on
the information in the racing
program to make their deci-
sions on their wagers. If
knowingly false information
18 provide, then it constitutes
a very serious offence to the
rules of racing.”

The fines — $350,000 for
both Dixon and Berkeley,
$100,000 for Moeykens and
$50,000 for Leslie Berkeley -
are the largest in ORC history
and are designed to neutral-
ize any profits made from the
alleged violations.

The ORC has also issued
notices to suspend the li-
cences of another 10 people
who participated in the al-
leged scheme and fined them
between $500 and $250,000.

Total fines in the case to date
are $2 35 million. |

Dixon did not return New
Tanner phone calls.
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TEPTYLER TRAVEL SERVICE uo.

“Best Price, Best Service Since 1972”

519-853-1553 - 888-833-8953
e Fax: 519-853-1559

379 Queen St., Acton, Ont. L7J 2N2




