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Bill would punish Dads

if Ontario passes it

Dear Editor

[ have written letters on
several occasions regarding
the state of our families, the
increase in the divorce rate,
and the impact on children
that are raised in fatherless
homes.

Last May, the National
Post ran several articles on
divorced fathers alleging that
the Divorce Act has resulted
in “punishing dad.” My ex-
perience and research leads
me to believe that the act is
set up to “kill” dad or some-
one else.

The act is now tipped in
favour of the person who has
custody of the children,
mostly women, and the Fed-
eral Financial Guidelines are
unfair to the person having
access or visitation rights,
mostly men. In the name of
“what’s best for the children,”
there are good fathers com-
mitting suicide as they have
few means to support them-
selves after paying alimony
and child support.

Now the Ontario govern- -

ment wants to make the situ-
ation worse for these men by
passing Bill 117. It has already
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gone through second reading
and according to the group
FACT (Fathers Are Capable
Too), “The Bill will codify the
current situation and perpetu-
ate female victimization. It is
in contravention of the Char-

ter of Rights and Freedoms

and will create a huge poten-
tial liability costing the prov-
Ince and taxpayers potentially
billions of dollars for every
man falsely accused of abuse

~and without due process of

law.” _
The bill allows for an
“emergency intervention or-
der,” to strip an individual of
all their possessions
(houses, children, bank ac-
count, car, and properties) as
soon as a suspicion is uttered
that the person has been abu-
sive. It is intended to be gen-
der neutral, but past divorce
situations reveal that most
men are “less equal.” The leg-
islation may be used against
anyone who 1s, or was in a
relationship of any kind, from
a spouse to a former spouse
to even a ‘person who had a
former dating relationship.
Once the process is started,
It cannot be stopped, not even
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by the original complainant,
The bill is known as, The
Domestic Violence Protection
Act. It1s being considered by
the Standing Committee on
Justice and Social Policy. The
bill 1s structured to insure that
the party accused, usually
men, will not get any posses-
sions back even if they are
acquitted. The bill overrides
any family law act. Accord-
ing to FACT, even yelling may
result in the seizure of chil-
dren, property, etc. from the
accused. How many times in
the past have false allega-
tions been used in civil pro-
ceedings to prevent and of-
ten times eliminate a father
from the child’s life? Accord-
Ing to a spokesman from the
group, Equal Parents of
Canada, the Ottawa Carleton
Children’s Aid Society found
that 600 allegations of child

abuse in 1998 were false.
Anyone wishing to op-
pose or comment on this bill
should do so before the
House reconvenes in March.
Contact your provincial mem-

ber of parliament for details.

P. Wood,
Rockwood.
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Foot clinic costs doubled

since VON took it over

To the editor,

[ am writing in regard to the
Foot Clinic held in Acton.

['ve been using the serv-
ice for nearly ten years. At
that time, two nice ladies
would come every six weeks
and hold the clinics. They
were very efficient, likable and
considerate of our needs. The
price then was ten dollars,
which slowly rose to thirteen
dollars a time. If needed, we
were picked up at our home
and returned at no cost.

For some reason unknown
to me, about six months ago,
these two ladies were replaced
by two Victorian Order of
Nurses. The prices immedi-
ately rose to twenty dollars.
They decided to come every
month, so there would be less

confusion, I never thought we

were confused before!

The first visit with the
VON, I was asked a brief his-
tory of my illnesses. That was
OK, but I objected to being
asked questions about my
age, health condition, etc.
within sight and hearing of
halfa dozen other people who
were waiting their turn. [ also
objected to having mis-
shapen feet bared in front of

them while the VON filed and
cut my nails.

The first two ladies had
portable screens that gave at
least some privacy, and only
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two people would be in the
roomat a time.

Since the VON took over, |
have seen at least five people
get up.and leave because al-
though they had a definite
time of appointment, the wait
was so long that they could
not stay and wait their turn.

Now I understand, free
rides are no longer available.
Rides are booked through the
Red Cross at a cost of five
dollars.

So, to get your feet taken
care of, it now costs twenty-

five dollars. That’s more then
twice as much as it was four
years ago.

All I know 1s, my income
certainly hasn’t doubled in
that length of time. It doesn’t
seem fair to people on a pen-
sion, that we are paying twice
as much for poor service [t
sure is not “worth the drive
to Acton.”

Please don’t sign my name.
Miserable as the service is, | have
no altemative but to use it.

Just sign me,
TICKED OFE

Paltry homeless handouts

To the editor,

So, Mr. Harris was so kind
as to offer the homeless a pal-
try handout ($23 million). Big
Deal! - This will not accom-
phish much, ifanything. Think
of it Mr. Harris! $23 million is
what some athletes (over-
paid to be sure - absurd!) re-
ceive as a yearly salary.

Get with it, Mr. Harris. If
you truly want to aid the poor,
then you should simply re-
sign. You have already kicked
the poor, the disabled, the
marginally poor, etc., so many

times that they are quite likely

losing hope. This announce-
ment of help for the poor is
simply to draw attention away
from your pro-employer leg-
1slation that will set us back
by 100 years or so!
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Have you never been to
Europe, Mr. Harris? Check
out what some~of their most
progressive countries have
been doing. This legislation
1s anti-union and anti-em-
ployee. It is no secret that
you hate unions, as they rep-
resent everything that big
business i1s not. Why not get
your new-found business
buddies to actually do some-
thing good for Ontario, like
putting some low-cost hous-
Ing units together?

By the way, Mr. Harris,
more people than you think
have not forgotten Walkerton
or Dudley George and the list
goes on. We’ll see you and
your bodyguards, at the polls.

John Hansen
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Multiple roof lines, feature windows and stone accents
enhance the design of this three-bedroom basement-entry plan.

Inside the covered entry, space is used judiciously to pro-
vide the optimum room where most needed. Just off the com-
pact foyer is a generous-sized den with cupboard, ideal for
office or guest bedroom. A three-piece bathroom with stand-
ing shower is placed immediately behind the den/bedroom
and a coat cupboard completes the finished are on this level.
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The master suite at the rear of the house comes with a
walk-in closet and full en suite. Two secondary bedrooms
share the main bathroom. A linen cupboard and laundry
room complete the main floor. :

The double garage has a side door and access to the :
house through a hallway on the basement level. N s
H 2-3-686 are available for $404 (set of
5), 5475 (set of 8), and $524 for a super set of 10. Please
add $25.00 for Priority courier charge. Also add 7% GST to
both the plan price and postage charges.

Our NEW 32nd Edition of the Home Plan Catalogue con-
taining over 300 plans is available for $11.50 (including taxes,
postage and handling). Make all cheques and money orders Ji
payable to “Home Plan of the Week” and mail to: HOME o
PLAN OF THE WEEK, ¢/o The New Tanner, 336 Columbia
Street, New Westminster, BC V3L | A6. or see our web page
order form on: http://www.jenish.com and e-mail your order
to: homeplans@jenish.com.
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MAIN FLOOR PLAN
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LY WIDTH-42'-8" (13.0M)
DEPTH -45-10 " {13.9M)
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