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— by David Suzuki

Tough time at Climate Summit

Tough times at the climate
summut

How do you convince
some of the world’s biggest
polluters to quit stalling and
do something about global
warmng?

That's the question facing
many developing nations at
this week'’s climate summit in
The Hague, Netherlands.
More than 170 countries are
represented at the confer-
ence, which 1s supposed to
come up with the rules for
implementing the 1997 Kyoto
Protocol, aimed at reducing
the greenhouse gases that
are causing global warming.

The developing nations
will have their hands full, be-
cause countries like Canada,
the United States and a few
others have been pressing for
“loopholes™ that will give
them credit for reducing emis-
sions, but in fact wiall allow
them to continue polluting.
These loopholes include ex-
porting nuclear power, buy-
ing pollution *credits” from
countries that now pollute
less because their economies
have collapsed, and claiming
to reduce carbon dioxide
through “carbon sinks.”

But developing countries
have a powerful incentive.
According to a new study re-
leased last week by the
Tyndall Centre for Climate
Change Research in Norwich,
UK, some of the greatest im-
pacts from temperature in-
creases will be felt in many of
the world’s poorest nations -
areas that already have some
of the hottest and driest cli-
maltes.

These nations, including
Afghanistan and Tajikistan in
Asia, and Tanzania and Sierra

Leone in Africa, already suf-
ter from drought, so predicted
lemperature mcreases of more
than five degrees Celsius
could prove devastating. The
study also considered wealth
and various countries’ finan-
cial ability to cope with the
impact of warming. Again,
poorer countries like Ethiopia
are expected to be the hard-
est hit. In fact, the most threat-
ened nations almost without
exception produce the small-
est amounts of greenhouse
gases.

One exception, of course,
1s Canada. Canada 1s one of
the highest per capita emit-
ters of greenhouse gases and
the Tyndall Centre study con-
curs with others that predict
Canada’s temperatures will
rise by more than six degrees
Celsius this century. Tem-
perature increases of that
magnitude over just one cen-
tury are unprecedented and
could severely damage many
of Canada’s ecosystems, ac-
cording to a summer report
from the World Wildlife Fund.

Some people argue that
climate models like the one
used by the Tyndall Centre are
unreliable because they may
not adequately assess vari-
abl&s like carbon smk.smhelp-

ing to slow the warming
trend. Carbon sinks are things
like oceans and trees, whu,h
absorb carbon dioxide (an
important greenhouse gas)
from the atmosphere. Right
now, these sinks absorb al-
most half of the world’s an-
nual enussions of carbon di-
oxide. And if trees and other
plants grow faster because of
the increased carbon dioxide
in the atmosphere, in theory
these sinks could absorb even
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more carbon and possibly re-
duce the warming trend.

But another study pub-
lished last week in the journal
Nature shows that relying on
carbon sinks 15 a very risky
proposition. The study found
that, as temperatures in-
crease, plants absorb less car-
bon dioxide while micro or-
ganisms in the soil release
more and more of 1t. So higher
temperatures would actually

imncrease carbon dioxide in the /

atmosphere and lead to even
more warming.

That’s why the Kyoto Pro-
tocol is important, It's a small,
but critical step to reduce
emissions. Yet Canada’s reli-
ance on nuclear power, sinks
and emissions credits to meet
the Protocol clearly fly in the
face of its intent. These poli-
cies are not the path to a
clean-energy future-one with
reduced air pollution and a
more stable climate. They are
attempts to meet an intérna-
tional obligation through
loopholes that will do little to
actually reduce emissions.

As recent studies have
shown, unless we curb emis-
sions, global warming could
devastate many developing
countries and it will have a
serious impact on Canada and
other industriabized nations as
well. The Kyoto Protocol is
not apultucai game‘*Canada S
politicians and negotiators at
the chimate summit need to
recognize that and remember
what brought them to the ta-
ble in the first place.
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Featuring Freestyle Cruising

The relaxed lifestyle of a fine resort...
ever, wherever and with whomever you choase. Think
of it as a cruise with no boundaries without having to
hurry to breakfast or lunch. Without having to wear

EDEN MILLS Community Ba-
zaar, 1-3 p.m. on Nov. 25 at Eden
Mills Community Hall. Some-
thing for everyone. (47)

Wanted I

$ WANTED TO BUY 8§ Pri-

vate collector paying cash for old
coins, gold coins, coins in cases,
old paper moncey, college cur-
rency, and merchant script. Any

CANADIAN
ALLIANCE

T'im Dobson:

Classiﬂds m

kind of old paper money wanted,
especially Newfoundland paper
& obsolte banks. Up to 20 times
face value paid for Dominion of
Canada paper money. Up to 30
times face value paid for New-
foundland paper money. Collec-
tion appraisals also available. Call
519-853-4243 for appointment.
(47)

‘| care about Halton and especially you, the taxpayer”

A Canadian Alliance government
would make sure that your tax money is spent for the real
needs of Canadians and NOT for corporate welfare.

On November 27th
vote for TIM Dobson

E-Mail: timdobson@sympatico.ca

www.TimDobson.com

Tel: (905) 876-2158

Help Tim Dobson Make a Difference
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Christmas and New Year’s Sailings

The Norway - 7 Day Eastern Caribbean

Ports of call: Miami, St. Maarten, 5t. John, St. Thomas, Great Stirrup Cay

Save

Dine when-

a tie for your entire vacation - unless that 5 what you
want to do. Freestyle cruising is offered on the Nor-
wegian Magesty & Norwegian Sky.

orwegian Magesty

January 07, 21

Ports of call: San Juan, 5t. Lucia, -inngua St.
Maarten, 5t. Croix, St. Thomas.

January 14, 28

Ports of call: San Juan, Aruba, Curacao, Tortola,

St. Thomas,
Best available inside Cabin

CRUISE ONLY Cat F, G.

special alr add on Including iransfers 3350

°200

per couple

December 23

Inside Cabin Cat. L-]
Price was &4799

31699

December 30
Inside Cabin Cat. L-1
Price was-51099

b,

Outside Cabin Cat. G-D
Price was 34899

1799

Outside Cabin Cat. G-D
Price was 34799

T 21099

Norwegian Sky - 7 Day Western Caribbean

Ports of call: Miami, Grand Cayman, Jamaica, Nassau, Great Sffrrup Cay

Save

5779 1°300

per couple

December 31

Inside Cabin Cat. H&J
Pru:e wa vw

> 31999

Outside Cabin Cat. G-D
Price was 32399

= 2249

Crutse Condibons All prices e lor new bookings only per person based on double occupancy and subject i availabiley and change at tima of booking Aifare and transfers are included in the rate quoted above for the
Norwegian Sky A Norway Port charges and depastrre lazes are addonal (5302 for Norwegian Sky & Norway and $320 for the Norwegian Magesty). Bast available inside cabin based on Cal F, G. Special air add on i
Norwegan Magesty available only in conpunction with crisse. Limited space. Ths offer is not valid in conjuncion with amy other promotional offér. Pre and post accommodabon may be required due o fight schadue In such
case this is not included in the above rates. Al fighls on Ar Tranaad. For full lerms and condibons refer o Air Transal Holidays 20002001 Cnase brochure

> TYLER TRAVEL SERVICE ..

“Best Price, Best Service Since 1972

519-853-1553 - 888-833-8953 * Fax: 519-853-1559
379 Queen St., Acton, Ont. L7J 2N2




