By FRANCES NIBLOCK
The New Tanner

In the last election, Ward
2 had the lowest turnout of
eligible voters — 31.8 per cent
of a potential 8,392 voters cast
ballots compared to 36.8 per
cent town-wide — but with
one of two sitting councillors,
Kathy Gastle, in the race for
mayor, there’s been a lot of
interest in the huge rural ward
where three candidates are
vying for two local seats.

One of the biggest chal-
lenges facing Ward 2 politi-
cians is preserving the rural
way of life and prime agricul-
tural land in the ward that in-
cludes all of the rural area from
Highway 401 north to 32 side
Road and from the
Nassagaweya- Esquesing
Town Line east to Winston
Churchill Boulevard

Kevin Kuiack

Kuiack left his decision to
run quite late. He recently
was promoted to vice-princi-
pal with the Peel board of
education and needed time to
see that he could handle both
Jobs.

Kuiack. who lost the 1994
Ward 2 election by 20 votes.
was appointed to the seat
when Regional Councillor Bill
Robson (late husband of
Kuiack's challenger Joan
Robson) died suddenly. Ward
2 local councillor Kathy Gastle
was elevated to the regional
seat and Council named
Kuiack to the town ward 2
scat.

“Rural roads continue to
be the top priority as far as
voters have been telling me
at the door,” Kuiack said. add-
ing people are also concerned
about the quality and quan-
ity of their well water.

Kuiack said most people
don’t want rural Halton Hills
to turn into another Brampton
with wall-to-wall development
on prime agricultural land.

“The biggest key is to look
at the Official Plan review
process and make sure that
people who know the rural
area and the farmers are part
of the process so limit devel-
opment to a very specific
area.” Kuiack said.

Bryan Lewis

Long-time rural Halton
Hills resident and NHL ref-
eree-in-chief Bryan Lewis said
he has no “miracle cure” for
the long list of issues he's
hearing about on the cam-
paign trail - clean water, im-
proved roads, lack of commu-
nication with existing ward
councillors — but will work
with whoever else is elected
to help the ratepayers.

“T will work hard on peo-
ple’s behalf. I will listen and
my skills as a communicator
will help at the council table.”
Lewis said.

“Voters aren’t looking for
miracle solutions to rural prob-
lems. but are for coun-
cillors with the ability to work
ll:heir way through rural prob-
em-ﬂ

Joan Robson

Long-time Glen Williams
resident Joan Robson is mak-
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ing her first run for office -
her husband Bill held the
Ward 2 Regional seat until his
death five years ago — and
said she's hearing a deep con-
cern from rural residents that
they don’t want to lose the
character and flavour of their
villages and hamlets.

“1 would work to beef up
the Official Plan and the sec-
ondary plans so when we
face development we need to
express our needs very clearly
in terms of what we want from
the builder or developer so we
don’t end up rubber stamp-
ing Ontario Mummpal Board
dec:s:ens Robson said.

“It’s long been an interest
of mine to enter the public
arena and I'm at a stage now
where I have the time and en-
ergy. I think I have an excel-
lent chance to be elected and
represent the rural area.”
Robson said, adding she’s
running a flat-out campaign
with door-to—door campaign-
ing and all-candidates meet-
ings and isn’t accepting any
campaign donations.

Ward 1 and 2
Regional seat

Incumbent Councillor
Rick Bonnette

Bonnette 1s being chal-
lenged by environmentalist
Rita Landry who entered the
race at the last minute and is
running a very low-key cam-
paign.

Bonnette. first clected 18
years ago to Acton Town
Council and elected as the
regional rep in 1985 and had
held the seat ever since. In the
last election Bonnette easily
won the newly combined
Wards 1 and 2 seat, garner-
ing 71 per cent support of
voters in a two-way race with
former councillor Rob Heaton
who 1s running for mayor in
this clection.

Bonnette. who chaired the
Town's budget comunittee in
the and currently is chair
of Halton’s powerful planning
and public w orks committee.,
said voters are concerned
with clean water. industrial

owth and review of the Of-
icial Plan to guide future

growth.

“Acton voters are also
saying they hope | get re-
clected because they re go-
Ing to miss (eeunelller) Nonn
(Elhott).

Whose gumg to replace
Norm - that’s the number one
question issue in Acton right
now.” Bonnette said.

“The residents of the ham-
lets and rural areas are wor-
ried about losing their way of
life to development - [ can be
a strong voice to preserve our
rural character and heritage
during the review of the Offi-
cial Plan. the blueprint for the
future because I have the ex-
perience and the ability to
work as part of a team.”
Bonnette said.

Rita Landry

- Environmentalist Rita
Landry did not respond to
repeated ts for an in-
:iel:qew for this election pro-
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Teacher cutbacks?

As contract talks drag on
between the province and
teacher s union, teacher mo-
rale continues to deteriorate
at Acton District ;hjh School.
where the 32 full '
teachers each made their own
decision about extra-curricu-
lar activities.

Ontario Secondary School
Teachers Federation branch

president, English teacher
Dave McConnell said. “the
longer the talks go, the teach-
ers feel the weigh of the

snail’s more end moral
suffers. e

“Owver the last week or so.
we're seeing more teachers
out with sickness and on any
given day we're seeing two
or three out which is a good

number from our school and
there’s a sign there that teach-
ers are feeling more and more
stress.”

Acton has not been tar-
geted for further cutbacks by
teachers — including not fill-
Ing out report cards and su-
pervising lunch rooms - but
some after-school activities —
band and drama club - are not
being supervised by teach-
ers,
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High school students in
Georgetown and Burlington
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may protest against the loss
of teacher- rvised afier-
school activities — but In
Acton, actions speak louder
than words.

The parent of one Acton
High School student said in-
stead of moaning about what
they didn’t hﬂve Acton stu-

dents organized the band by
themselves with older stu-

dents teaching younger stu-

dents —and arranged for par-
ents to over-see the practices.

The student-run band’s first
performance 1s at Commence-
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“#1 IN AFFORDABLE CRUISING!”
SUNBIRD ARUBA

Southern Caribbean Collection

Eastern Caribbean Carnival

Dec. 02 Dec. 16 Dec. 09
Saturday departures 7 nts 7 nts 7 nts
Best Inside available $1199 §1199 $1299
Best Outside available $1399 $1399 $1499

BARBADOS

Southern Caribbean Collection

Eastern Caribbean Carnival

Dec. 04 Dec. 18 Dec. 11
Monday departures e s 7 nts /nts
Best Inside available $1149 $1149 $1249
Best Outside available  $1349  $1349 $1449

Best Inside prices are based on standard or superior inside cabins. Best Outside prices are based on standard, supertor, or premium outside cabins
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SAVE, SAVE, & SAVE up to $1300 per couple
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SUNDREAM MONTEGO BAY

Panama Pleasures Latin Love Affair

Dec.10 Dec. 17
Sunday departures 7 nts 7 nts
Best Inside available $999 $999
Best Outside available $1199 $1199

Deluxe and Penthouse cabins also on sale! (Penthouse anly available on the Sunbird.)

Best Inside pnices are based on standard or superior inside cabins. Best Qutside prices are based on standard or supenior outside, or promenade cabins.

PRICES ARE EFFECTIVE NOVEMBER 01, 2000. Prices are based on doubl.¢ Subject to availability at time of booking and to change without notice.
Avaiiable on new bookings anly. Transportation taxes, related fees, and port taxes are additional. Sunbird gross tonnage 37,600, Registered in Bahamas.
Sundream gross tonnage, 23,200, Registered in Bahamas. Port charges ($222 per week for all cruises) are additional
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CANADA 3000
Hotel Occidental

Playa *l?leal CF%H%?()A

Toronto Departures
SAVE, SAVE & SAVE

return
SOME MORE! 24 Nov from $119

depart
Montreal 10Nov

- NEW PRICE/ Z
= REDUCTIONS—

VAR ..$599 Winnipeg 03Nov 17Nov from $159
BOOK NOW Halifax ~ 07Nov 21Nov from $179
for departures Ncuember 04 - December 16 C alga!.y 09Nov 22 Nov from $289
SAVE up to 5470 per person Vancouver 07Nov 21 Nov from $319

Prices are based on double. Subject to availability at time of booking
and to change without notice. Available on new bookings only.
Transporialion laxes and ralated fees are additional.

Applicable only on new bookings. Fares subject lo change without
notice. Transportation taxes and related fees are additional
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*°TYLER TRAVEL SERVICE "o

“Best Price, Best Service Sirice 1972”7

919-853-1553 » 888-833-8953 * Fax: 519-853- 1559
379 Queen St., Acton, Ont. L7J 2N2




