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“Lock It or Iose it” - locksmtth

BY MAGGIE
PETRUSHEVSKY
The New Tanner

The daws are gone when
Halton Hills was a quiet area
where no one worried about
locking their doors. Now the
concept of “lock it or loose 1t
1s well established.

Longtime Halton Hills resi-
dent Peter King of Sure Lock
Homes says Acton and Geor-
getown are both seeing the
side effects of growth as
Brampton (and the Greater
Toronto Area) creeps closer
all the time.

The former operator of a
vending machine route, King
recently graduated from the
Academy of Locksmithing in
Toronto, Ontario's only
school uffermg locksmith’s
training.

Although most people ac-
cept the need to lock their
home. the concept of locking
up other things. like boats,
trailers. tools or expensive
items in the house. hasn’t
been thoroughly accepted
vel. King says.

Nor do people realize the
problems with locks on
homes in new housing devel-
opments.

They understand how
some car manufacturers use
a very small number of lock
designs so that one key can
open every fourth or fifth car
by that manufacturer, he said.
But they don’t realize the
same system applies to home
builders.

Builders distribute keys to
all the trades people working
in a subdivision. At the end

HOME SECURITY: Peter
King offers homeowners se-
curity devices of all types
from traditional house locks,
to safes to protect papers in
case of fire, to cables or
chains for securing toois and
computer equipment against
theft. - Maggie Petrushevsky
photo

of the job they supposedly
change the locks so that the
home’s new owner is the only
one with a working key for
that house lock. Maybe they
do change it. but the change
can be so minor that it
doesn’t really incapacitate
former keys, King said. That’s
why owners of brand new
homes should immediately
replace the lock their builder
supplied.

Statistics show “over 30
per cent of all burglars havea
key to the house they enter,”
King said. “Victims think they
locked their doors but when

the police investigate and
there 1s no sign of forced en-
try, then they think they must
somehow have forgotten to
lock up. They didn’t forget.
The burglar had a key - prob-
ably because he. or someone
he knows. worked in the area
when the house was built.”

While there are many
types of locks available. those
from Medico and ASSA have
keys which cannot be dupli-
cated. The only way to re-
place keys, or make additional
ones, is through the original
manufacturer.

In addition to blanks for
house, car. trailer and as-
sorted recreational vehicle
keys. and a wide range of
standard looking padlocks.
King carries locks for all ap-
plications, including some
pretty heavy duty monsters.
Special tongue locks prevent
thieves from just driving 1n
and hooking up to your
house trailer or trailer with the
boat or snowmobile.

There are also chains of
specially hardened steel
which won’t succumb to bolt
cutters for securing property
- such as picnic tables.
barbeques and perhaps
gates. A variation on that -
special vinyl-coated cable -
works well for indoor appli-
cations such as securing com-
puters and monitors, TV,
stereo and video equipment
and power tools in the work-
shop.

“Time 1s the enemy,” King
said. “Thieves have only a
few minutes to get in and get
out. Professional thieves
know when they see these

locks that they can’t get past
them quickly so they go else-
where to the guy who only
has the standard lock or per-
haps no lock at all.”

Even the security bar on
your patio door is pretty quick
to circumvent if you know
how. King said. And profes-
sional thievcs know how.

“I can wiggle the door out
of the track in a couple of min-
utes with very little effort or
sound.” he said. “People can't
believe how fast [ can get in -
and I'm not nearly as expert
as a pro.”

For that, he sells a
deadbolt system like that
used on regular doors with a
bolt that fastens into the up-
per doorframe. Even remov-
ing hinges won't dislodge the
bolt.

He even has items for the
tourist concerned about the
security of valuables left in
hotel safes where many staff
may have access to them. He
recommends lock boxes simi-
lar to that used by real estate
staff. The boxes are small
enough to fit in luggage but
large enough to hold jewel-
lery or papers - including
passports. When fastened to
water pipes or a door knob in
your room they again require
too much time to open or re-
move. Anyone trying to snag
their contents runs too great
a risk of being caught. It’s
easier to steal from someone
clse.

King is in his Georgetown
shop. Sure Lock Homes. on
’sz“."f;:c::lncs-:imr Thursday and
Friday afterncons and Satur-

day mornings.
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Try a Tanner ad
— it pays!

FALL
%,,u,,{, s CLASSES

BEGINNER to PREMIER
* Competition
* Choreography
* Exams

BEGINNER
September 12
Tuesday, at 5 p.m. — 6 and up
Tuesday, at 1 p.m. ~— 3, 4 and 5 yr. olds

SHARON CASEYy B.A.T.D. ~877-4233

Safety & Self
Defense for the
Whele Family
INJURY FREE
FOR OYER
30 YEARS

\VERSAL KUNG S00
NN ssociation  2©
- SELF DEFENSE CANADA

YOU CAN BE A PROFESSIONAL AT:

« BALANCE, co-ordination, concentration and body mechanics
« STREETSMARTS - how to avoid being attacked

« DEFENSES VERSUS - grabs, holds, chokes, punches,
kicks, weapons (knives, clubs & guns) and multiple attackers.

« PSYCHOLOGICAL & VISUAL TACTICS.

ATTENTION LADIES: SPECIAL SELF-DEFENCE FITNESS CLASSES

DON'T MISS OUT! THERE'S STILL ROOM TO JOIN UP
CLASSES ARE BEING HELD TUES, WED & THURS
EVENINGS 6:30 to 8:30pm and SATURDAYS 11:30 to 1:30pm
at the BALLINAFAD COMMUNITY CENTRE DOWNSTAIRS
Registration Sat. Sept. 9th & Sat. Sept 16th from 11:30 to Zpm

at Community Centre
ANDREW. G. PATON, President

7th Degree Black Belt T.K.D
7th Degree Black Beit Kung Soo Do
6th Degree Black Belt Kung Soo Do Hap Kido WES"' Acton
World Black Belt Bureau, Provincial Representative Tel: 519_853_565?
International Martial Arts Master Instructor

SPECIAL BLACK BELT COURSE AVAILABLE

119 Mill Street

ACTON TANNERS ANNUAL GOLF CLASSIC
September 23, 2000 - Acton Meadows Golf Club

Please join us for this outstanding fund-raising event!
LYCAST MANUFACTURING

THE FlOLE-IN-ONE
Come out and compete for a Brand New

ACHILLES
ARE

Kidz & Adult Tournaments

N\O [ORS & G2
SPONSORING

B-Series Pick-Up Truck.

eVeNT,

Great fun, food

and prizes.

lome oul and sponsor Home Town Hockey.
Please call 853-1361 to register

or become a hole sponsor

Adult Tournament $580 Golf & Dinner 10am to ?

Rids Tournament $35 Golf & Brunch 7am to 11lam

Achilles




