_ THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 7. 2000

He’s heading for the hills
S that is!

BYMAGGIE
PETRUSHEVSKY
The New Tanner

Dr. Robert Steen is offi-
cially saying good bye to his
patients after 30 years prac-
tising dentistry in Acton.

A Toronto native, he prac-
tised with a partner in
Brantford the first year after
graduating, then moved to
Acton in 1970.

“I always felt more com-
fortable west of Toronto than
cast of it,” he says in explain-
ing his decision to settle in a
small town. The town and in-
deed the whole area has
changed markedly over the
years. But'it’s still a small,
friendly community where he
didn’t face problems - like
AIDS and HIV infection -
which some of his colleagues
faced in larger centres.

His first office was where
Dr. Thompson now has his
office, on Main Street South.
He was there when he experi-
enced one of the funnier mo-
ments in his business. His
very first customer came in
while he was still unpacking,
The man needed a tooth ex-
tracted and Dr. Steen had to
set him on a box for the pro-
cedure because he didn’t
have a chair vet. He also had
to go rooting through his be-
longings to find his foreceps
and needles to do the job.

Another of his lighter mo-
ments relates to a patient who
warned him he always fainted
when he had a tooth pulled.
Dr. Steen said he had no prob-
lem with that. He just charged
double when patients fainted.
Apparently it worked because
he did the work and the man
didn’t faint.

In 1975 he joined forces
with a group of other doctors
to build the Acton Medical
Centre at the corner of Mill
and Frederick streets.

The Steens lived in Acton
briefly, then lived in
Limehouse for many years.
Recently Dr. Steen and his

wife Christina, a lab technician .

at his office for 25 years, built
a new home in Collingwood
and plan to spend their retire-
ment there.

“I gave retirement a lot of
thought and decided it was
time. We wanted to leave
while we were still healthy
enough to enjoy ourseclves.
We are both active in sports,”

- ski

he says. “We play tennis and

ski and I enjoy golf. I teach
skiing. I also build models and
do woodworking.”

Dr. Steen was a member of
the Rotary Club of Acton for
some years and plans to get

more involved with the Pro-

fessional Business People’s
Club in Collingwood once he
1S not commuting to Acton.
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ceptionist, Wendy Piorier, left, and his assistant
Elena Hibbs, prior to his open house Thursday. -

Maggie Petrushevsky

He also wants to do volun-
teer work with the Multiple
Sclerosis Soceity after having
a relative and a friend both
suffer from the illness.

Dr. Steen says dentists
have less trouble selling their
practices because dentists
don’t see the same need to
be near big centres.

“We don’t get the same
sort of emergency calls medi-
cal doctors do. Nor do we
have the same sort of unpre-
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dictable schedules. We can
schedule our patients for re-
peat visits and plan our work-
load a lot more than they can.
There just doesn’t seem to be
the same problem for us to
get a new dentist to replace
us when we want to retire,”
he says.

Dr. Steen has sold his
practise to Dr. Julian Lo of
Mississauga and will con-
tinue to work in Acton part
time for another month or two.
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Boron Alloy Chain Hasps & Padlocksk*%
A (hacksaw, bolt cutter resistant) (ti
: & lock downs for every application | \% J
. & re-keying of existing locks g,
& alarms [: -f—

& high security locks l;%

& safes 1N

& industrial, commercial, retailing, 1H)

& locksmithing |%

2 mobile i{:j‘

30%

OF ALL BURGLARS if
HAVE A K i

Peter King
Certified Locksmith T
Knolcrest Centre |
' 360 Guelph St., Georgetown

MSB BOSS: Elsa Stolh
is the new principal at
McKenzie-Smith
Bennett School.

Horticultural
Society resumes
meetings Sept 19

The regular monthly meet-
ings of Acton Horticultural
Society will resume on Tues-
day, September 19th.

Twelve local winners of a
“Drive-by” front yard display
will be awarded and slides
shown of their prize-winning
gardens.

Our special millennium tu-
lipsmadea r show-
ing when they were in bloom
last spring. We have been
fortunate to obtain more of
these bulbs which will be for
sale at the meeting.

Ron Crawford of Crescent
Nurseries will speak about
popular Hostas and Day Lil-
1€S.

Guests and new members
are welcome to join us at

Knox Presbyterian Church at

7:30pmon Tuesday. Septem-

ber 19.
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SMALL ARMS THAT WERE DEVELOPED
DECADES LATER ACTUALLY WERE
MINIATURE CANNONS.

THE CANNON WAS THE FIRST
EUROPEAN FIREARM, WITH THE
EARLIEST CANNON DATING FROM
THE 12TH CENTURY. THE FIRST

CenTRAL ONTARIO AUCTIONEERS

Professional Auction Services
Estate & Industrial » Certified Appraiser

Consignment Welcome
NORM WEBSTER
'é'm.; (905) 703-1107 (pager)
Ol (905) 873-7633 (home)

- R.R.#1, Limehouse ON
Warcl) for Future Ssales
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Working Together Working for You!

The Town of Halton Hills

Requires
One Adult
| School Crossing Guard

for the school crossing at
Cobblehill and Mill Streets in Acton.

Crossing Guard Standbys |

‘ are also required on an as needed basis.
Remuneration is $11.58 per hour.
If interested, please contact

-~ 873-2601, Extension 2340 |
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“Tyler Travel Service w4

"Best Price, Best Service Since 1972"
219-853-1553 - 888-833-8953

Fax: 5§19-853-1559




