THURSDAY, JULY 27, 2000

THE NEW TANNER ' 15

, a3 ":f_ -

mural at Mill and Min

— Photo by Ted Tyler.

Historic Acton comes to life with gigantic

— by David Suzuki

In the movie The Perfect
Storm, fishermen brave a bru-
tal Atlantic storm in a desper-
ate search for the swordfish
they need to catch in order to
feed their families. On the sur-
face, it may appear to be just
another empty Hollywood
spectacle, but underneath all
the special effects is a mes-
sage of conservation and sus-
tainable use of our marine re-
sources.

Overfishing has greatly
reduced the size and abun-
dance of swordfish. Forty
years ago, the average size of
swordfish caught was over
100 kg. Today, 1t has dropped
by two-thirds. As a result,
fishermen are travelling fur-
ther and spending more time
at sea looking for fish.

But swordfish are not the
only commercial fish species
in trouble. When I was going
to high school in the 1950s, a
teacher told us, “The oceans
are a limitless source of pro-
tein.” They may have seemed
that way then, but now fish
stocks have plummeted
around the world. From New-
foundland cod to British
Columbian salmon and Chil-
ean sea bass, once-plentiful
fisheries are failing, usually as
aresult of overfishing. World-
wide, 66 per cent of individual
fish stocks are either fully or
over-exploited.

At one time, fish and other
aquatic species had places of
refuge - areas where they
could feed and breed without
interference from humans.
Today, extensive commercial

Fish stocks face stormy times
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fishing, destructive tech-
niques like bottom trawling,
changes in ocean tempera-
tures, pollution and other fac-
tors have left little room for
fish to live and grow. Mean-
while, instead of conserving
fish stocks, fisheries manage-
ment practices have focussed
on maximizing catch sizes and
in the event of a stock col-
lapse, finding other species
for fishermen to catch.

One way to help many de-
pleted species recover and
pave the way to more sustain-
able fisheries practices is to
Cre.te marine areas.
These areas are the underwa-

" ter equivalent of parks, where

fishing and other resource-
extraction activities are pro-
hibited.

Currently, there are very
few such areas. In

British Columbia, they rep-
resent just .01 per cent of
coastal waters. But they

can have a tremendous
impact on the diversity and
abundance of marine life. Re-
searchers have found that
some fish populations in pro-
tected areas increase in abun-
dance by as much as 1,300 per
cent! One of the most suc-
cessful is near the Kennedy
Space Centre in Florida. The
area has been closed to fish-
ing for 40 years - not for con-
servation, but for safety and
security concerns. Still, re-
sults have been spectacular
and the area is now lush with
life. Anglers are pulling in
record-sized fish from the sur-
rounding waters.
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: The Acton Baptist

Aquaculture, which in-
volves raising fish or other
marine organisms like farm
animals in pens or containers,
is often billed as a good way
to reduce stress on depleted
wild fish stocks. However,
aquaculture’s benefit to wild
fish stocks fluctuates greatly
depending on the type of fish
raised and the method of farm-
Ing.

A recent article in the jour-
nal Nature, for example, re-

ported that aquaculture for
herbivorous or omnivorous
species such as carp and mol-
luscs can greatly contribute
to global fish supplies. How-
ever, the opposite is true for
other types of aquaculture
activity, including shrimp and
salmon farming. The scien-
tists conclude that these
farms, “potential damage to
ocean and coastal resources
through habitat destruction,
waste disposal, exotic species
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surance.

to get involved.

WHERE ARE YOUR CHILDREN?

The Halton Regional Police receive com-
plaints from the citizens of this community on a
regular basis, about damage being done all over
the town. Also, requests to stop people loitering
at different gathering places both in the Down-

town core area and other areas of this town.

The police officers try in various ways to tell the
youth who hang around to move along and try hard
to keep an eye out for those who damage the prop-
erty of others or property of the town. But the police
are not baby-sitters. If your child is just hanging around
he or she may not be the one doing the damage but
do you know that for certain, and are you going to be
surprised when you get the call from the police sta-
tion to come down and get your child. Damage is
being done by some of these youth. Many of their
peers know who is doing the damage but do nothing
to stop the damage being done or calling the police
and assisting to prosecute the offenders. Many do
not become involved in their civic duty because it is
not the “cool” thing to do, even though it costs you
the parents more and more money in taxes and in-

The citizens and the officers who patrol the town
of Acton must work together to keep our town safe.
Many citizens do help, but, a great many do not want

and pathogen invasions, and
large fish meal and oil require-
ments may further deplete
wild fisheries stocks.” Clearly,
this 1s not a sustainable alter-
native.

Consumer awareness and
action can help. There are
several good sources of in-
formation to find out exactly
what types of fisheries are the
most sustainable and have
the least impact on ecosys-
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tems. One is the Seafood
Watch Chart from the
Monterey Bay Aquarium at
www.mbbayaq.org. Another
1s the US-based National
Audubon Society at
www.audubon.org.

Consumers have a choice.
We can all help reduce pres-
sure on wild stocks and we
can start by choosing better
options than simply throwing
swordfish or farmed salmon
on the grill.
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286 Alma Street, Rockwood

Youth Group had lots of treats for hungry Trunk
Sale patrons this past Saturday. Beth Passmore, left
and Jennifer Landsborough tempted passerby s
with these baked goods. — Angela Tyler photo

Lic. Safety Inspection Stn.

17 Agnes St.
Acton 853-0900

IT IS YOUR TOWN, BE A PART OF MAK-
ING IT A GREAT PLACE TO LIVE.




