Local leath

Thirty-seven jobs at the Eagle Ottawa
Canada Ltd. leather finishing plant in
Acton have been saved with the purchase
of the McDonald Boulevard plant by an
international leather manufacturer. The
new company trades as Permair Leath-
ers Limited.

Porvair International Limited, makers
of the Permair footwear and personal
leather finishing system, purchased Eagle
Ottawa and will relocate its North Ameri-
can base to Acton from Massachusetts.
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Eagle Ottawa laid off 17 workers less
than a month ago when it lost a contract
to supply leather interiors for cars.
Permair’s manager director, Eagle’s
former CEO Gord Williams, said the re-
maining 28 plant and nine staff jobs were
In jeopardy.

“Without that (Permair) business from
the U.S. plant, we’d certainly be faced
with more reductions,” Gordon said on
Tuesday, adding Acton will produce

leather for footwear, ice skates, belts and
personal products.

Gordon said it was “disappointing” to
have to cut the workforce by half, but
stressed 1t 1s time to look forward, not
backward.

“The 37 people who will remain here, |
think, have certa in‘l}r more security in their
jobs than they did three or four weeks
ago,” Gordon said.

Eagle Ottawa, which formed in Michi-
gan after the Civil War, purchased the

paFsold to U.K. company

Acton plant from Frank Heller and Com-
fanti,; in 1990. Heller began finishing split
eather in the early 1960s. The Acton lo-
cation was Eagle &tawa 's only manufac-
turing plant in Canada.

Gordon said with the loss of the auto-
motive side of the business, they’re
reconfiguring the 110,000-square-foot
plant to use less than half of the building

and will sublet the surplus space to other
tenants.
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recting the Acton High By FRANCES NIBLOCK

School production of Guys By FRANCES NIBLOCK The New Tanner

and Dolls which opens The New Tanner R —— e

April 12. See Page 6. Acton citizens are not ready to “roll on their backs
mr?&ﬂ‘ﬁ"&u’:’;ﬁﬁt}ﬁ ﬂig: and play dead,” when it comes to the potential sale of
ing his clubs as much as he d school board land, says Acton Councillor Rick
:iltiepclling tﬂgi;mﬁzn that  He and former school  “In Acton, we're looking
up-market ClubLink —owner board chair Arlene Bruce of  at purchasing a 15 to 20 acre
of Blue Springs — has bought Acton, have been askedby a  community park, so where are

the dollars going to be?”
Bonnette asked, reacting toa
suggestion by Mayor
Marilyn Serjeantson in The
Necw Tanner that the Town
would have to justify buying
the land.

While agreeing the story
1s accurate, Serjeantson called
the headline “terribly unfor-
tunate”, claiming her “name
was toast.” in Acton.

“You have to have the
support of Council before you

group of local residents to
take that message to the
Halton District School Board
on April 19.

That’s when trustees vote
on a strategic report that in-
cludes the sale of surplus
land. including a three-acre
property at McKenzie-Smith
Bennett school fronting on
Churchill Road. that is cur-
rently used as a playground
and for soccer, bascball and
track and field. The rumoured

out GolfNorth — owner of
Acton Golf Club, formerly
Acton Meadows.

“It’s a strategic alliance.
It’s reciprocal playing privi-
leges. They didn't buy us - [ o
they invested in our com- | s
pany.” Hurd said when asked
about ClubLink’s initial $4.1
million investment in
GolfNorth, which will retain its
focus on golfing value. cater-
ing to the “middle range
golfer.”

The artists who painted
the new mural in Acton
Arena say thanks to the
community. See photo on
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but you phoned to say you | irom ClubLink and Dundee April showers bring May All blood types are “We’ve got to raise and  ated a slew of protest letters
were sick. However, Country cluband willmarket  flowers and the month also  needed, a spokesperson for  find — beg, borrow and steal  and at least 2,000 people
someone saw you at the its 14 courses as GolfNorth by brings the opportunity toroll  Canadian blood services, —an additional $2 millionto signed petitions urging the
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Murphy: “I saw him.”

Continued on Page 2

chnic runs from 3:30 to 7:30 p.m.

pital patients.”

Town should buy the land.

within the week.

Finance the 2000 MPV

for 2.90/0*

Or Purchase From

$24,295
(+ FRT/PDE/Taxes)

Achilles Mazda Ltd

357 Queen St. Acton
519 853-0200 » 905-453-8965

Finally, a Minivan you wantto be seen in.

Smart, stylish and the most distinctive minivan on the road, the
2000 Mazda MPV comes standard with a 2.5L V6 engine,
automatic transmission, air condition, dual airbags, CD stereo,
tumble under third row seats, and exclusive roll down rear
windows. MPV is the only minivan to offer features such as Side
Impact Airbags, and a 6-Disc In-Dash CD Changer. - And at no
extra charge, a long line of envious neighbours.

Get In. Be Moved




