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“Prepared, but not
scared," 18 the credo of Halton
Hills officials as they “tweak™
their Y2K readiness and emer-
gency plans.

Councillors were briefed
on the'both plans at a special
orientation meeting last week,
designed to make sure they
can respond properly to ei-
ther a planned event — like the
Y 2K issue — or to a natural or
technological disaster.

Fire Chief Bill Cunningham,

as a "non-event” repeated
assurances it will be business
as usual in Halton Hills, come
January 2,000.

“We continue to be in a
position to give you absolute
comfort that from our point of
view, from everything we have
investigated, that there aren’t
going to be any major
incidences connected with
Y2K,” Chief Cunningham re-
ported.
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HEY SANTA, STOP TICKLING: 4-year-
with Santa during the Parent and Child

day morning. - Angela Tyler photo

The so-called Y2K or mil-
lennium bug is a computer
programming glitch that
could wreck havoc non-com-
phant date-sensitive compu-
ter hardware and software.
Earlier this week, some To-
ronto residents received no-
tices instructing them to re-
port for jury duty in January
1900, instead of 2,000.

Fire and Life Safety Edu-
cator Brnian Ellsworth said the

‘Y2K issue and ice storms in

old Nathanial Hopkins joked around
Resource Centre breakfast on Satur-
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Eastern Ontario and Quebec
last winter prompted many
municipalities to dust off their
emergency plans. The
Town’s details the plan of ac-
tion for deployment of serv-
ices, agencies and personnel
required to operate in an emer-
gency situation.

In the event of a large-
scale emergency in Halton
Hills, the mayor is responsi-
ble for activating the emer-
gency plan, in consultation
with police, fire and other of-
ficials.

[fthe mayor were away, the
councillor designated as act-
ing mayor that month would
have to step in. Ward 4 Coun-
cillor Ron Chatten suggested
the acting mayor should let
officials know, and set up
back-ups, if they are going to
be away at the same time as
the mayor.

Ellsworth said the Y2K
theme in Halton Region is to
be prepared, not scared and
stressed they are “ready, will-
ing and able” with Y2K con-
tingencies in place.

“It’s very important for us
to understand that there’s
emergency preparedness for
physical-type emergencies
and then there's Y2K readi-
ness for a planned event.”
Ellsworth said, calling emer-
gency preparedness “the real
deal,” and adding annual re-
view and commitment is the
Key to the plan.

“We need to keep asking,
what 1s our biggest fear?”

JUST A BIG KID: Debbie McKnight made and
sold costumed dolls during the Parents’ Council
fundraising craft sale at Robert Little Public school.

- Maggie Petrushevsky photo
ACTON PHARMACY LIMITED
Iﬁeq_dquarrers for Healtﬂ |
Hallmark Christmas Cards
Russel Stover Chocolates
Laura Secord Chocolates
Christmas Wrap & Bags ;
Perfume and Gift Ideas
lo put under the Tree
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CHRISTMAS
S GS

Order your Fresh Turkey),
Fruit Baskets, Cheese/Meat Trays
And All YOUr Otfyer Festive Needs

12 Main St. Acton
853-1960




