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HAPPY CHILD: Mikey Watsnﬂ, 4, poses wrth hle mether, Shmna, Bﬂd older
brother Rory in their ngh.am Read heme:. -Maggie Petrushevsky photo

Crime
spree

Continued from Page 2

minivan was ripped out laet
‘Wednesday night. Vandals
have caused appmmmately
$4,500 damage to customers’
and used cars, despite in-
creased police patrels a neEw

street light on the corner and
more lights on the businesses.

Caffeine erime?

A screwdriver was used to
- slash two tires on the passen-
ger side of a van parked in the
rearalleyway behind Pizzaville
between midnight and 12:30
a.m. last Thursday. Damages
are $200.

HEAVY STUFF: Cleanmg up the refuse around
Acton on a recent large garbage day pick up were
truck driver Michelle Edwards and her assistant
Art Pregent. - Ted Tvier photo
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Acton mother says:
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and difficulties of raising
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_ Fetal Alcohol Syndrome is

‘completely preventable’

BYMAGGIE
PETRUSHEVSKY
The New Tanner

When they hear bells ring-
ng just aﬂer 9 next Thursday

morning, Shiona Watson
hopes Acton residents will

gel the message about Fmai-
Alcohol Syndrome (FAS).

Watson, whose adopted
-sen, Mikey. suffers from FAS

is part of lhc werld wide group
trying to raise awareness of
the condition.

“Wc (> nui an efﬁclai '

group.” Watson explains.
“We're just %u‘ents who get

infernet (on
FASLmk) to share the joys
| chﬂ-
dxen wnh FAS.”

ing Downs Syndmmc

members suspect the rise in
numbers is mainly duc o a

better ability to dlagnes.e the

condition rathcr than any ac-

tual increase in occurrence.
~ “FAS is completely pre-
ventable,” Watson says.

“You don’t have to be an al-

coholic or even a heavy
drinker 1o cause this damage

to vour child. Even one

evening having a couple of
drinks with friends could be
enough to cause it. It could
happen before you even
know you were pregnant so

ALL WINNWELL
PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT

20% oFF

NEW FOR ‘99
All Ferland Gold Shoulder, Shin,
and Elbow Pads

15% off

NAME BRAND HOCKEY BAGS
LARGE & SMALL

25% OoFF

Thurs & Fri
Sat 9

Before you spend at
the big stores, come

and compare our prices.
You may be surprised!!

WE ALWAYS OFFER QUANTITY
DISCOUNTS - SEE US FIRST!

NEW HOURS:
Mon-Wed 10 - 8 pm

10 - 9 pm
9 PIm

PRO SPORTS

THAN,'

BUY A

HOCKEY STICK
FROM OUR “BEST
EVER” STICK
S SELECTIONAND GET For your support IaSt year
: A

FREE SKATE
HARPENIN

10 Mountam\new Rd South Georgetown (905) 877-8889

ACTON REFSi .

See our expanded fme of name brand referee
equmenf to serve yeu beiter for ‘99

“So much more than skate sharpenmg & repalrs 5

ztsdem ted
; Se pt. Qas FJES gna
FAS is now: the }eadm <
canse of mental retardanen
across North America,
'.Watsen says, even sur

~ or two of stabl

ass-

any woman who might be
gnant needs to know to be

teally careful if she has a

- The Watsons knew when
they adopted Mikey that he
suffered from FAS. Others
may not be so lucky. Birth
mothers can have a terrible
time coping with the realiza-
tion their child is damaged and
it’s their fault, she says. Other
adoptive parents too, may
not realize the root of their
child’s lem.

“They may think they're
taking in a kid with behaviour
problems and attribute it to
the abusive situation in his

home or the constant upset

of shifting from fester home
to foster home;” she says.
“But they expect afier a year
¢. loving care
the kid wall get over it. When
he doesn’'t, they're devas-
tated. Or they may even have
taken a whole family who all
suffer from EAS. The}r may
not be ableto cope and have
to give themup.”

- F{Eb n'%t:égsw;s are usui-
ally iden their specia
faéal featuresb}rl‘hen ﬁg:{:l is
smaller than normal: their
gves are very widely spaced:
their EyeSs have epicanthel
folds (like aboriginals): they
have very small, snub noses
and almost no philtrum (de-
pression between the nose
and upper lip).

They 1eam differently,
show poor judgement, have
arrested social and emotional

development, often can’t
learn cause and effect, and

don’t learn from experience,

Watson explains:

“They are impulsive. They
don’t mean to cause problems
and are very sorry for what
they did. but that won’t stop
them demg it again and
again.” she says. “They have
no idea of danger and arc of-
ten small for their age.”

‘Her son appears and acts

like he was two rather than

four years old, she says. He
is deaf. has had open heart
surgery. has fused Kidneys
and scoliosis which requires
him fo wear a back brace.

Less severcly damaged
children may suffer from Fe-
tal Alcohol Effects (FAE).
These youngstiers don't
show the facial marks but they
are often hyperactive. have
short attentions spans. poor
memory skills, and frequently
do peerly in school because
of poor language skills. Some
may hear everything vou say
and not understand a word of
it. These are ofien the young-
sters whese teachers say they
are lazy. While they may be
mtelllgent eneugh to appear

“normal” they can’t seem (o

apply that intelligence.

Watson says research
shows the medical problems
and distinctive facial features
usually result from drinking
during the first trimester of
the pregnancy while FAE re-
sults from alcohol use in the
last two trimeslers.

See Our New Line of
- Brand Name
Hockey Equipment for 99

BUY EARLY & SAVE!!

- Franklin = Bauer » Ferland « CCM
eho » Winnwell =« Jofa & More

SLEDGE HOCKEY
comes to Acton Arena

Sunday, Sept. 12 2-4 p.m.

Admission is FREE
Come see a very enjoyable game!

Sponsored by the LINK Foundation
and supported by M&M Sports

more info call 905-702-9270
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| Need Quality Skates?
- |Check our Ferland Selection
' Gold Reg. 32989 Now $229" | §
Silver Reg. $209 Now $179% l |

New for '99

Come see the Koho Sr. 2280
and Jr. 2260 skates

Limited supply avatilable
|  GREAT SKATES AT

___ | AFFORDABLE PRICES ||
o & WEAD INJURIES CAN BE |
Loek for M&M Pro Sports coupons en the back of your Bnan 3 Foed Baslcs recelpte PRH/E#IEW Ask us how.




