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Two posties celebrate 2

- Only original
- postmen left

BY MAGGIE
PETRUSHEVSKY
The New ’I‘anner

‘The personal touch has
gone outof delivering mail,”
Lloyd Smallwood says, and
he ought to know.

Smallwood and Genrge
Forrest celebrated 25 years of

delivering mail on Acton’s

five in-town routes carlierthis
week. _

“You uscd to get to know
the people on your route.” he
says. “Now even the local mail
gets sent to Gateway (postal
plant in Mississauga) for sort-
ing and redirecting mail (when
people move and leave for-
warding addresscs) gets
donein Brampton.™

The men are the only two
remaining of the original six
posties hired when Acton first
got door-to-door delivery 1n
August. 1974. The othercar-
riers have transferred to po-
sitions 1n other communities.
smallwood says.

He and Forrest have
walked several routes over
the years. In fact, Smallwood
calculates he has walked an
average of 60.000 milesa year
delivering Ietters, papers and
parcels to homes and busi-
nesses around this town.

“Now just think how many
[imes cﬂuld I have walked 10
Florida: and  back?”
Smallwood chuckles. “You
don’t realizc just how far you
are walking as vou do it. just
abitatatume.”

When Smallwood and
Forrest began their careers
getting:a government job was
nowalk inthe park. They had
several requirements 1o meet.
First they wrote an aptitude
test, Forrest remembers 60 to
70 people writing 1t with them
in the old Canadian Legion
building on Main Street
North. Then they had to be
fingerprinted and allow a po-
lice mnquiry of their back-
ground in order 10 bebonded.
“INow you can’t even ask 1f
they have a criminal record
when people apply,” Forrest
points out. “It’s an invasion
of their privacy.”

They were also forbidden
to take any part time work that

might be deemed a conflict of
interest - like working for a
courier.

While Acton has grown
since the original five walk-
ing routes were laid out.
Smallwood points out any
new homes get service
through group boxes these
days, rather than with addi-
tional routes and posties.
Forrest 1s still with his origi-
nal route but Smallwood has

shilted three imes as roules
restructured.

w‘%ﬁ

The two men start their
day at 8 a.m. by sorting their
mail into the proper order for
their individual routes. That
takes about 1'2. Then they
spend three 10 3Y2 hourswalk-
ing door-to-door alnng their s i e
rontes.

Probably the best change
In recent years, Forrest says,
are the new double saddle-
bags. They allow for better
balancing of their loads.
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Home has much to oer

A fashionable exterior features a combination of horizontal sid-
ing and vertical board and batien, accent stone, decorative columns and
a charming covered veranda.

Inside, decorative columns frame the entrances to the living and
the dining room. A gourmet style kitchen boasts ample cupboard and
counter space. a walk-in panfry, and a work island. Windows all along
the rear and skylights in the family room bring plenty of natural light.

Upstairs, the stairway splits: two steps down to the right leads to

~ the master bedroom and a sccundar} bedroom (possibly a nurqmy), two
steps down fo the left leads to the other two bedrooms. Both front bed-
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rooms feature a window seat. The master boasts a large walk-in closet
and a four piece ensuite with a raised soaker tub.

An unfinished basement awaits your won creative touch.

Plans for U-1104 may be obtained for $485 for a package of five
complete sets of working prints and $40 for each additional set of the
same plan. Allow $20 extra to cover the cost of postage and handling.
(Add 7% GST to plan fotal plus postage and handling)

Many innovative plans are now available in our catalogue: Two
Storeys 2000-2500 sq fi., which is available for $8.51 including post-
age, handling and GST. Please make all cheques, money orders, and
Visa or Mastercard authorizations payable to The New Tanner Plan of
the Week, 13659 - 108th Ave., Surrey, B.C. V3T 2K4.
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