_ Helicopter search finds ‘pot’ in local fields

I-Iundmris of lovingly tended pot plants,
some as big as Christmas tress. were found in
numerous swampy areas around Acton on

between the Blue S golf cmusa onDub-
lin Line and the Blue Spnngs Scout Camip on

Ndssagama Sixth Line. Police also found one

Thursday by police officers using anew heli-  site in Limehouse that yiclded ahnnst 500
copter being shared by Halton, Peel andHam plants.
ilton-Wentworth police. At one Acton site that police described as
Inall. 15 “grow” sites were discovered in ~ “beautifully done™, 400 plants were found, all
north Butlington. Milton and Halton Hillsand  in individual pots with the bottoms removed
1.500 pounds of pot, valued at $1.5 million,  and protected by wirc mesh and moth balls at
was seized. In the Actcm area police found  their base 1o keep rodents and bugs away.
three separate illegal grow sites with approxi- “These plants were very healthy. Some of

mately 600 plants in total in the swampy arca

them were 12 feet tall and would produce well
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over a pound of marijuana when harvested.
The price of out-door marijuana is about
$1,000 a pound, so the 400-plant operation in
Acton wnuld have been worth $400,000,”
Mitchellsaid.

Mitchell called the seizures “significant”
and said a specially trained OPP officer from
Goderich and a RCMP officer from the Milton
detachment were able to casily spot the iliegal
crops from the air. Once the sites were pin-
pointed, ground crews were directed ta. the
site 1o remove the. plants w}uch WEre phnto-

graphed, tested for potency and disposed of.

M;tcheﬂ said in agfnstanoesthe plantswere
started indoors hydroponically as seedlings
and then transplanted outdoors and would
have been rcady for harvesting within three
or four weeks.

At one site on a hydro right-of-way in the
Trafalgar Read—401 area police arrested two
men, one from Mississauga and onc from Ham-
ilton. who were camped out, protecting the
crop, Both were charged with producing, and

Cont. on Pg. 3

It"sFASl}ayﬂnThuﬁ-
dav, September 9. An |
{ Acton mom fells how to

| avoid FAS on Page 16.

Huldmg the cup they
won in Scotland, this B.C.
band met pub]isher Ted
Tyler up in the air. See
phuto on Page 5
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Whew! What's this
pair doing? Is there some-
one in the box? Check
phntn on Page 16.
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| Cruise Night in
| Rockwood again brnught

out some shiny specimens |
nf car care. See Page 13

Achilles’
999
Clearance
Event..

Save $5%
On All
New 999
Mazdas

f .spree here

| af eolfand fishing
froman unlncked Dairy Drive
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The theft of $6.000 ol |
uipment |

parage last week pmmpt{,d-
Haitﬂnpohcetummndlmm—
ownersio be “diligent” about |
locking garages d!‘ld sheds.
Police have no suspects -
Two sets of clubs, two fish-
ing rods and tﬂﬁﬂﬂ boxes |
were taken between 230 am.
and 2:30 p.m. last Thursday
and police warn there’ sbcsn
and equipment from garﬂeix o
sheds and unlocked garages. |

Trucks vandalized?
Damage is pegged at
$7.500 after person(s) un-
known cut electrical wires and
smashed taillights on five
transport trucks parked at [ ==
Tyler Transport on Queen ™
Stru'e:etbclwccn August 13and
20
“Tt looked like a vendetta,
Cont. onPg. 2
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HHCS &1 mOVes Oll',"*

By FRANCES NIBLOCK
The New Tanner

ﬁsctun will have a one stop mfﬂrma-
tion, community support and youth ccn-
tre on Mill Street as Halton Hills Com-
munity Support and Information (HHC SI)
amalgamates its Acton services and va-
cates the old Town Hall on Willow Street
before the end of October.

HEICS] signed a five-year lcase for 45
and 47 Mill Street, owned by Acton’s
Jon Hurst. HHCSI c:unenll ﬂpemtes a
Youth Services Canada project in 45 Mill
and the last tenant at 47 Mill Strect was
the pet store.

HHCSI executive duectnr Rosslyn
Dowell said they looked at renting addi-

tional space at the Town Hall, and other

e

ﬂf‘

locations, but werc looking for “the ‘ﬂght .
combination that would be cﬁicmnt_, in

terms of staffing and finances.”
Asked if thc, new facilities were
cheaper than the Town Hall Dowell said
they couldn’t be compared.

“Because we can utilize the space at

both 45 and 47 (Mill Street) it's more ¢co-

nomical.” Dowell said, adding that reno-

vations were undcrwm and the design

would allow the same space to be used
as classroom or office during the day and
the youth centre at night.
Committed to Acton
Mindtul of rumours that “ASSIC™ was
leaving Acton — Dowell who said that
some people. mainly seniors. accuse her

1999 Mazda 626LX

-

-STARTING THE DAY: Lln}rd Smaliwnud leﬂ, and George Fnrr&st pose by
 Smallwood’s sorting box as they prepare to go out on their routes. Each pi-
geon hole represents a street address. For
ebrating 23 years on the }ﬂb see Page 7

a story on the pair who are cel-

Maggle Petrushevsky photo
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th: ngs away from Acton” -

'streswd the amalgamation is a return {0

Mill Street and means More SCrvices.

“The level of service in Acton has,
in fact. increased,” Dowell said, offer-
ing to “pull stats” in their reports to gov-

grnment as proof and pointing to the
new Acton youth centre and expansion
of the supportive huusmg program at
Elizabeth Drive as examplcs.

“Our commitment to Acton 1S as
strong as it’s ever beenand I encourage
people who have concems to come and
talk to me.” Dowell said, adding 1f she
was writing the story it would be that
“community and support Services return

to Mill Street.”
Cont. on Pg. 3
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September

‘Halton and Acton officials

8 wereexcited andreileved on -
4 Frndayto amlﬂunee a4 ServVice
. they hﬂpﬁ won’t be needed -

ion of ambulance serv-

’ ice in Acton (o 24- huurs-a-.

day, scven-days-a-week, as

| of Sepiember 20. With theex-
|  pansion ‘comes a search fora
_ new. larger Acton depot and

amove 1o upgrade paramedic
Untl nnw,r Acton has had

_ rest Gf Hﬁlmn in that the

Acton satellite stationwasn't

“manned duning the day. ex-
 ceptonweckends. From6a.m.
~ to6pm, ambulances needed

in Acton were dispaiched
from Halton Hills Ambulance
Service station in Georget-
own, lnadmg to longer re-
sponse times, If an ambu-
lance wasn't available from
Georgetown. the call went out
to adjacent communities re-
sulting in longer response
- {imes. in some ¢ascs.
Halton’s new land ambu-
lance director. Jim King, said
the expansion will “dramati-
cally improve” responsc
times in Acton where there
were 320 service calls during
the day in 1998, or 1.23 emer-
gency calls per day when
ambulances had to come from
Guelph, Milion. Brampton,
Streetsville or Dufferin.
Eighty-nine per cent of the
callswere life threatening,
The North American
“Gold Standard” for ambu-
lance response is 8 minutes
and 59 seconds. but an On-
fario study sef an urban

Cont. on Pg. 3

~ Achilles

357 Queen St. Acton (519)
853-0200

ulance serv- o



