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Every August, back-to-
schnul shopping brings
about the age-old dilemma:
what children want vs. what
parents think they should
have. After a seemingly eter-
nal struggle, could it be that
these two polar opposites are
moving in the same direction?
Surpnsmgly, yes. According
to research done by back-to-
school expert Mead, many of
the characteristics that stu-
dents are looking for in back-
to-school items also are pri-
orities for parents.

Demographers have
looked at today’s student
body and dubbed them “Gen-
eration Y,” a group aged 5 to
20 who are both media-savvy
and marketing-conscious. As
educated consumers who
lmuw what they want, this
year’s back-to-school crowd
has a list of (}!.lﬂlltlﬂﬂ that they
are looking for in everything
from school supplies to
clothes.

As “Gen Yers” go shop-
ping this fall, here is what
they will be lmk:lng for and

“Y” it’s important to them.

* qualitY - Quality is one
of the most influential factnrs
in the decision-making proc
ess for back-to-school sup—
plies and accessories among
children. Students are inter-
ested in items that are well-
made, attractive and bear a
brand that stands for quality.
Whether it’s a folder or
favorite outfit, students are
learning at a young age that
if you want things to last
throughout the entire school
year, you have to invest in
top-quality merchandise. Sim-
ply stated. quality is cool!

* durabilitY - Nothing is
more annoying for parents or
students than back-to-school
gear that doesn’t last through
the first semester. According
to classroom research per-
formed by Mead, as early as
elementary school, students
consider strength and dura-
bility important factors when
purchasing school supplies.
From desk to locker to
backpack. items like note-
hooks need to endure the test
of time and trauma.

* functionalitY - Practical
items that work with a child’s
lifestyle are of the utmost im-
portance 1n back-to-school
shopping. Clothes that are
comfortable and suit chil-
dren’s tastes also must be
functional and allow students
to work and play hard. How-
ever, practical and functional
still can be fashionable and
fabulous. This year s back-to-
school wardrobe is full of
“seasonless” clothes that
work well year-round. Simple,
wel ghtless pieces are all the
rage, allowing children to mix

What children look for in
back—to-school shoppmg

THIS FALL the bus stops here wlth the latest fash-
ions in clnthes, hairstyles, and backpacks and

school supplies.

and match throughout the
school year. extending the life
of theu favorite uutﬁts As
students hit the stores this
fall, they should remember
that nothing needs to work
more for them than school
supplies.

*economY - From the first
time that children collect an
allowance, they begin to learn
about the value of the al-

ty dollar. Inevitably, the
search for a good buy be-
comes the fucus of most
shopping sprees. However,
those who have opted for
“cheap” rather than “value”
quickly learn that the least
cxpensive item doesn’t al-
ways end up being the most

economical.

* personalitY - Children
have a special knack for let-
ting their personality shine
through in everything they
do. Clothes, accessories, hair-
styles and even school sup-
plies serve as an outlet for
children to make a statement
about who they are,

Oops!
o

Last week we used an in-
correct telephone number in
the Towne Friar advertise-
ment. We regret the incon-
venience to customers who

may have been unsuccess-

fully attempting to contact
the store.

14 Mill St. E.  Acton, Ont.
853-4477

Jumbo Shrimp

& Fries
SPECIAL $5.99

OPEN 7 DAYS
Mon-Thurs 11am - 8 pm
Fr-Sat 11am-10pm
Sun 12 noon-/ pm

e

Reg. $7.25

Expires Aug. 31st_Jy \

'\ Y

DENTURE SPECIALIST
E. JUREVICIUS D.D.

onstruction & Fittings of New Dentures

« Same Day Repairs & Relines

» Free Consultations -
- Specializing in Problem Lower Dentures

Seniors Discount

ACTON DENTURE CLINIC
‘& 18 Mill St. E., Acton 853-0079

THE NEW TANNER

Study tips to help parents

Parents: Research shows
that the more a family is in-
volved in a child’s learning,
the better prepared that child
is to learn and excel in school.
To help your child do well this
year, follow these tips.

1. Get involved. Talk to the
teacher to monitor your
child’s progress and learn
how to help your child at
home. Let your child know
that you care about what he
or she is studying and that
you believe he or she can do
well in school. Show support
by attending school events.

2. Help your child become
organized and develop good
habits. Together, map out
consistent study times and
mealtimes. Carve out a spe-
cial place where your child can
study each day. Help your
child learn to keep organized
class notes and materials by
getting involved in choosing
school supplies.

3. Check your child’s
homework. Make sure it’s
completed correctly and
neatly. Provide a constructive
environment and help your
child study, but make sure
that the work turned in is his
or her own.

4. Don’t judge your child
on the basis of one test or
grade. If a grade disappoints
you, use it as an opportunity
to work with your child on
setting standards for im-
provement. Set goals that are
an attainable stretch, like a

half -grade improvement next

5 Read with your child
every day. Ifyou have a young
child, ﬂus is casy. If you have
an older cluld, ask him or her

to read a newspaper article to

you and then discuss it to-

gether. Welcome your child’s
opinions and ask questions
to help him or her learn how
to articulate responses.
Performing well in school

boils down to good organiza-
tion, disciplined habits and
interest on the part of stu-
dents and parents. Once
you ve tackled that, making
the grade should be as easy
as, well, saying your ABCs.

n COUTTS CARDS
n WE SERVICE ALL

DRUG PLANS

ﬂ ACTON PHARMACY LID.

~ HOURS
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday...9 - 7
Thursday, Friday........... ik g <9
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n FREE IN TOWN DELIVERY
n BLOOD GLUCOSE

MONITORING MACHINES
n COLOSTOMY SUPPLIES n BLOOD PRESSURE KITS

2 Main Street North, Acton

853-1620
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Touch of Harmony

The Art of Natural Healing

HEARING PROBLEMS?

Introductory Offer: l.iH CONING.
| Now $20 uanl

e Hypnosis
* Therapeutic Touch
Practitioner

e Reflexology

* Reiki (laying
on of hands)

e Ear Coning

e Visualization

Fuldren & Ndulrs

Since 1996
by appointment

18 Mill St. E.
Acton
E-Mail:

jgrozier@stn.net

519-853-1197

Joyce Caldwell-Grozier, C.R., H.t., THp.
MEMBER OF THERAPEUTIC TOUCH NETWORK OF ONTARIO

COMEINTO

Forever
Youngsters

New Children’s Clothing

To see our new
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