One of the barners that was thought to separate humans
from other species came crashing down last month when sci-
entists announced that chimpanzee communities appear to
have distinct cultures.

Culture is often considered to be an exclusively human
phenomenon involving language, art, science and other com-

plex behaviours. But this new study by Andrew Whiten, Jane
Goodall and others offers uverwhelmmg evidence that we
are not alone in the ability to invent novel customs and pass
them on to others socially.

The report, pubhshed in the journal Nature, is based on
observations gathered from the world’s seven most compre-
hensive chimpanzee field studies - together representing 151
years of observation. Researchers found that once ecological
differences in behaviour had been taken into account, (sleep-
ing in trees, for example, where predators are present and on
the ground ‘where they are not) there were still some 39 be-
haviours that varied between chimp communities.

In some societies, for example, chimps use rocks to crack
open coula nuts and eat the tasty meat inside. But other soci-
eties ignore the nuts altogether, even when both nuts and
rocks are plentiful. Some chimp communities have also found
an efficient way to harvest ants, waiting patiently for them to
climb onto a stick, then using their hands to wipe the ants
into their mouths. Meanwhlle other groups use their sticks
to slnwl?/ pick the ants up few at a time. And these variations
aren’t limited to tool use. Grooming techniques and
vocalizations are also different. Moreover, all of these vari-
ants appear to have been passed on socially - that is, through
observation and imitation of one-another, not genetically.

This comprehensive study of non-human culture is thought
to be the first of its kind, nﬂt just for chimps, but for any
species. While individual behaviours such as the call of song-
birds vary between populations, this is the first time a number
of distinct behaviours have been analysed that together seem
to add up to what we define as culture. The next question is
whether other species also belong to the culture club. The
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'POWER plans tree-plantlng project

P.O.W.E.R. (Protect Our
Water and Enwrnnmental
Resources), the group that
successfully fought the Acton
dump, has embarked on an
ambitious project for the Mil-
lennium. They will seek
funding from the federal gov-
ernment EcoAction 2000
Fund to do a huge, tree-plant
in Halton Hills.

President, Barbara
Halsall, speaking on behalf
of the group, said, “These
special landmarks in our
lives such as Centennial Year
or the Millennium are a time
to stand back and think of
what significant initiatives
we can take that will leave a
true legacy. PO.W.E.R. can
think of nothing better than
to improve the environment
for our citizens and for wild-
life.” :

Only native spemes will
be used and hopefully trees
from heritage seeds tg,at are
acclimatized to this area.
Plans are to match the spe-
cies to the site conditions.
Building on work begun by
the Town Environmental
Advisory committee
(TEAC), and Halton Region,
P.O.W.E.R. will use Geo-
graphic Information System
(GIS) technology to identify

TOWING

significant woodlots. Land-
owners will have the oppor-
tunity to enlarge their
woodlots with free labour. As
the trees grow between exist-
ing woodlots these will form
important corridors for birds
and animals.

Discussions have already

~ been held with the Town of

Halton Hills on the possibil-
ity of planting on town prop-
erty. The ravine that borders
the Georgetown South Park
is a prime example. Halton
Region Conservation Au-
thority will give guidance on
what is appropriate for that
site.

The group has contacted
schools in Halton Hills so
that a large number of stu-
dents can be involved.
Awareness about climate
change, habitat, biodiversity
and the 1nterdependence of
systems are all sure to be
raised. Schools have ex-
pressed interest but are wait-
ing for more details. An edu-
cational committee is devel-
oping a plan that would tie
the tree planting to the re-
quired curriculum. Natural-
izing a small corner of
schoolyards is one of the pos-
sibilities for younger stu-
dents.

POWER will be seeking
several kinds of support.
Landowners who want to ex-
pand woodlots, volunteers
with expertise in biology,
willing volunteers with no
expertise, monetary dona-
tions or gifts in kind from

individuals and businesses
are all welcome.

Halsall concluded by say-
ing that even if no federal
funding was available,
P.O.W.E.R. was still commit-
ted to planting trees in
Halton Hills.

CenNTRAL ONTARIO AUCTIONEERS

Professional Auction Services
Estate & Industrial » Certified Appraiser

Consignment Welcome

NORM WEBSTER
(416) 523-6645 (pager)

(905) 873-7633 (home

R.R.#1, Limehouse ON

lf,.

|| H-I-i— I—. e

s

® DROFESSIONAL ',1‘
SERVICE

[: AII decks strlpped & refinis
(__ choice of colours. Cedar Specialists.

m-.M'

ed in your

F-'— -r-w—r-\.-v\. BRI e et e (
[RECE - - ....E .

odds are they do, especially all of our close relatives such as
gorillas and orangutans, but also whales and dolphins, and
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Of course, some scientists still refuse to accept that differ-
ences in behawnur such as the way ants are gatheread could
be signs of culture. Instead, they argue that the behaviours
are adopted as individual chi‘mps Iearn the behaviours by
themselves, rather than from one-another. Still others insist
:hat culture must include more complex behaviours such as
anguage.

ranted, cultural variants such as nut cracking are hardly
comparable to composing a Beethoven sonata, building the
pyramids, or walking on the moon, but they certainly exhibit
the beginnings of culture that have ultimately led to these
remarkable human achievements. Chimpanzees are our clos-
est living relatives, offering invaluable clues to our own evo-
lutionary history. Understanding how chimp culture devel-
ops 1s not just an important step towards understanding chim-
panzees, but to understanding ourselves as well.

Unfortunately, chimpanzees are threatened from poach-
ing and habitat loss throughout Africa. Sadly, with this new
study we now know that the loss of a chimpanzee community
means not only the loss of the animals themselves, but also
the death of a culture and the loss of another connection to

our past.
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Credit Card Crime

Always report tht toss or tner ot a credit card imme-
diately. You are often held responsible for any use of
the credit card until you report it stolen to the credit
card company or bank, Also report it to the police.

Keep an up to date list of all your credit cards and
the numbers and expiry dates.

[f you receive calls indicating you have won a prize
or are eligible for a free gift, DO NOT give them your
credit card number.

If you utilize public type lockers, such as at a swim-
ming pool, do not leave credit cards or other valuables
in the locker, even if it has a lock.

Do not leave credit cards in a vehicle - they are eas-
lly stolen from the glove box.

Put your signature on new cards immediately.

[f you lend someone your credit card, you may get a
big bill.

Before you put your credit card receipt in you pocket,
check it carefully. Make sure it is correct. If there is
carbon paper, take it and destroy it.

When you get your card back, make sure it is yours.
A good scam is to hand you back someone else’s card,
then run up your bill.

By being careful with your credit card, you remove
the opportunity for the thief.
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