Exotic pet bylaw deferred until April

While a local exotic pet
owner hailed the Town’s pro-
posed exotic pet bylaw as the
best draft around, town coun-
cillors agree the legislation
needs some fine-tuning. On
Monday night, general com-
mittee members voted to de-
fer approval of the bylaw un-

til mid-April so changes can
be made.

“Acton Councillor Rick
Bonnette first asked for leg-

Islation six years ago when a
man with a boa constrictor
scared people on the midway
at the Acton Fall Fair.

The escape of a perform-
ance tiger in Norval and a
snake on Bower Street in
Acton fueled the issue and
resulted in the proposed by-
law that lists prﬂhUEItEd ani-
mals, mainly those not indig-
enous to Canada. It also regu-
lates reptiles and insects not

prohibited and restricts typ
cal farm animals to agrmul-
tural areas.

Steve Edgar, president of
the Halton Exotic Pet Asso-
ciation (HEPA) praised the
bylaw, but also asked coun-
cillors not to ban animals just
because they “got lots of calls
from ignorant, uneducated,
phobic and prejudiced con-
stituents.™

“If a Rotweiller or pit bull

mauled a child, we would
expect the dag to be de-
stroyed and the owner inves-
tigated, we would not ban the
whole breed,” Edgar said,
addmg that the Town should
reconsider its ban on all ven-
omous insects because it in-
cludes bees which are neces-
for pollination.

-~ Edgar also said some ta-
rantulas and scorpions
should be allowed and res-

cued eagles, hawks falcons
and owls and those used for
education and species pres-
ervation should be allowed.
Edgar also asked for a
grandfather clause to allow
owners of banned pets to
keep the pet until it dies,
something staff said can be
done by with what is called a
sunset clause, allowing an
exemption for either the life
of the animal, or five years.

Ward 2 Councillor Kathy
(astle suggested that the sec-
tion of the bylaw restrictin
farm animals to agricultura
areas be tightened up to in-
clude all hamlets where there
have been problems with
people developing small
farmyards.

Staff will be back with the
bylaw changes on April 12.
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Canada Post
calls meeting

on rural mail

Looks like Canada Post is
finally getting serious about
dealing with a growing list
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| & of complaints about poor

MBS Mustangs just | Mot Acn
ﬂuﬁﬁn g:jgiﬁ cgﬂgg%ﬁ information officer Tom
Pige T YO L Creech was planning a meet-

ing for this week to * ‘get to
the root of the problems.™
“We've got some difficul-

ties there, and we want to sit
down with the master con-
tractor and the individual
doing the delivery and some
Canada Post people and try
to figure out what 1s really
going on,” Creech said.

Creech added that the
master contractor had been
working on a regular basis
over the past month with the
contractor on RR 1 and *that
helped, somewhat.™

In July, Haycore Distrib-
uting underbid several long-
time rural Acton delwary
contractors and by fall. com-
plaints began to surface aboun
poor delivery as letters
cheques, newspapers anid fly:
ers went astras,

Five Acton skaters did
well at a competition in
Sarnia. See page 3.

DISHING OUT Acton Ratary Club mwted guests
to a chicken supper at the arena Friday to acquaint
residents with the organization and to celebrate the
club’s 51*. anniversary. Rotarians Dot Gould and
Bruce Ross helped diners fill their plates. - Maggie

Petrushevsky photo

Next week’s issue on Wednesday

Famine for 30 hours at
Acton Baptist Church
used up a lot of fruit juice.

See page 5
Next week's issue of fore the Good Fridayand  ing copy in by noon on
The New Tanner will be  Easter Sunday holidays. Monday. March 29.
published on Wednes- It will also ensure read- News copy should be in
day, March 31 instead of erswill receive theircop- The New Tanner offices
Thursday, April 1. ies before the holiday. by noon the same day.
Publish Ted Tyler said In order to facilitate Publication date will

Fire struck Limehouse
wrecking yard Sunday

the move to one day

-ahead is to accommo-

the earlier publication

date, advertisers are.

- return to Thursdays the

If you want
your home
“SOLD”
CALL ME
TODAY AT
837-1300
OR
856-1500

SPECIALISTS |
PETEF? WEED HEATON

Nationally Awarded Sales Representative

see My Saturday Guelph
Mercury Full Page Ad

ed t?, buy locally

Dealership wants
| tender reviewed

By FRANCES NIBLOCK
The New Tanner

Despite a warning from staff that the integrity of the Town’s
tendering process could be questioned, general committee
members will give a local car dealer another shot at a tender
for a pick up truck the Town plans to buy.

At general committee on
Monday night staff recom-
mended the low bid of
$30.535 from Hamilton Mo-

~ tor Prodaats be accepted,

* Instead, councillors de-
ferred action until council on
Monday after an appeal from
Walt Dixon,
Park Lincoln-Mercury.
whose two bids for Ford
trucks were $2,400 and
$2,800 higher than Hamil-
ton’s bid.

Dixon urged councillors
to spend Town money locally
and pointed out that he re-
cently saved the Town the
difference between the bids
when Park Lincoln replaced
an out-of-warranty transmis-
sion in a truck it sold the
Town.

“The price to repair the
transmission was $2,792.
After my staff’s caring efforts
and some financial participa-
tion from myselt, the cost to
the Town was $548.” Dixon
said.

“*¥Yes, my truck tender 1s
higher, but you already got
$2.244 of your money back.
Dixon said. adding that he
doubted that would happen
with an out-of-town dealer.

Dixon also said the Town
would be penny wise and

ound foolish to award the

id to a company that doesn’t
put any money into the local

resident of

Park Lincoln, located on
Highway 7 at the road to
Limehouse, employs 35 local
citizens, pumps $2.5 mitlion
anpnually into the local
economy and pays the
equivalent cost of the truck
in land and businesses taxes
every year to the Town.

Town CEO  Steve
Anthony cautioned council
against rejecting the low bid.

“I'm just concerned about
undermining the fairness of
the bidding process here in
Halton Hills. Once you go
down this road it’s a slippery
slope and the reputation gets
out that the municipality
might not be respectful of the
efforts that go into the bid-
ding process,” Andrews said,
while acknowledging that
the $2,500 bid dlﬁerance

“was not insignificant.”

Acton Councillor Rick
Bonnette was not convinced.

“We might be going down
a slippery slope but it was a
slippery slope to begin with
because all three of the ten-
der specs were unclear,”
Bonnette said, noting that
none of the bids met tender
specifications.

Town engineer Bob Aus-
tin said had one of the trucks
met all Ministey of Transpor-
tation specifications, even if
it was more expensive, that’s
the one staff likely would
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+ 3.0L V6 Engine (150 hp}
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et * AM/FM Cassette Stereo =
s 1999 Mazda + 158" Euro Style Wheels =

B3000 SX
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Lease based on 48 months. 20,000 KM per yaar O.AC. Excess
kilometer charge $0.08 per KM. Down payment and monthly payment
subject to GST and PST. First payment, down payment and security
deposit due on delivery. Down payment includes fraight andPDE.

357 Queen St. Acton (519) 853-0200 (905)453-8965

* Dual Air Bags
» Tow Trailer Wiring
« 60/40 Split Seat
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