Winter-weary motorists
eager 1o enjoy a spring drive
should be aware that while
winter storms finally may be
gone, the effects of the sea-
son’'s snow, ice and salt
haven't disappeared from
roadways.

Automotive suspension
systems and tires in particu-
lar take a beating from pot-
holes, pavement separations
and expansions, and loose
concrete resulting from win-
ter’s elements.

To get the most from your
car tires and suspension
without sacrificing safety,
here are some telltale signs
of wear that you can check
for yourself.

* Tires have uneven
wear and gashes - Uneven
or cupped wear often indi-
cates wom-out shocks, struts,
steering or suspension parts.

A car’s steering can be put
outof ali tin a number
of ways, from a collision with

Spring: Time to Check
Your Automobile’s Healt

a sidewalk curb when park-
Ing to a jolt from a highway
pothole. Check the inside
and outside walls for cuts,
bubbles or blemishes and the
tread for cuts or lodged ob-
stacles that can puncture your
tires.

Proper inflation goes a
long way in protecting tires
from road hazards, assures
proper tire wear and im-
proves gasoline mileage.
Look at the side of the driv-
er's door for a sticker that
indicates the proper inflation
level for your tires. If you are
experiencing a loss of air
pressure, this may indicate a
damaged tire, broken mount-
inF bead or bent rim, which
all can lead to more serious
problems.

* Car bounces, sways or
sags when stopping or cor-
nering - Wom-out suspen-
sion parts cause abnormal
drift, sway and bounce, par-
ticularly when comering. If

Simple Spring Car Checks

Following are some basic
items you should be sure to
check on a weekly basis,
courtesy of “The Pocket Idi-
ot’s GuideTM to Car Repair”
(alpha books), by Dan
Ramsey.

* Oil level - Circulated in
the engine, oil keeps the car’s
engine parts lubricated and
prevents them from wearing
out. When the engine is off,
the oil settles to the oil pan
under the hood. The oil-pan
stick or dipstick will indicate
the oil level and whether or
not the oil needs to be re-

filled. .
* Coolant level - A mix-

ture of antifreeze fluid and
water, coolant (located under
the hood of the car) circulates
throughout the car’s engine
to remove excess heat. It then
circulates throughout the ra-
diator, where the airflow
cools it before it returns
through the engine.

¥ Windshield-washer
fluid level -Stored in a con-
tainer or reservoir beneath
the hood of the «car,
windshield-washer fluid
keeps the windshield clean.
If you expect to be able to see
while driving, make sure that
the fluid never falls below its
appropriate level.

* Power-steering fluid
level - If your car has power
steering, power-steering fluid
is what makes the car easier
to steer with less effort. The
fluid usuvally is stored in a
reservoir under the car’s
hood.

* Brake fluid levels - Hy-
draulic fluid, or brake fluid,
15 used by the car’s hydrau-
lic system to magnify the

ressure of your foot on the
rake petal to stop the car.
The fluid is located in the
master brake cylinder, usu-
ally under the hood of the car.

* Tires and pressure -
Underinflated tires reduce
fuel economy. while exces-
sive pressure makes tires

wear unevenly, reducing
their usable life. The tire
gauge indicates how much
pressure is in the tire and
whether you'll need to add
more air. |

YyOur car sags, sways or
“dives” when %mking, or has
a harsh, bumpy ride - espe-
cially after hitting a bump or
pothole - your shocks, struts
and suspension parts may be
worn.

* Car pulls to one side
when driving - A car that
steers or pulls to one side may
be out of alignment, may be
driving on tires that are un-
evenly or heavily worn, or
may mdicate rack-and-pin-
ion or power-steering prob-
lems.

What Can You Do?

If your car tires or suspen-
sion show signs of excessive
wear, take the car to a repu-
table service center.

HAUE YOUR CAR READY FOR SPRING!

Wet Weather Drivering Advice

When it comes to driving,
few things can be more
stressful than setting out on
a long trip in a driving rain-
storm. A number of acci-
dents can be avoided if driv-
ers had make a few adjust-
ments to their normal driv-
ing routine. Following are a
few basic suggestions to help
you improve your driving
when the roads get soggy:

* Reduce your speed. This
will help your tires’ tread to
get a better grip on the road,

enablinf the tread groovesto

channe! water more effec-
tively. Slowing down also
will help reduce the risk of
hydroplaning - a condition in
which the tires ride on water
rather than the road’s sur-
face. If you feel a sudden loss
of control, ease up on the ac-
celerator - avoid using the
brakes.

* Maintain a safe dis-
tance. It's important to re-
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member that you need more
stopping distance on wet
pavement. Focus on the road
ahead and allow yourself
enough room to react to
eémergency situations. This
margin of safety could pro-
tect your life.

* Consider using a glass
treatment. Wipers do a com-
petent job, but recent ad-
vances in technology have
created glass treatments de-

e
§ {
: & SERVICE LTD. |
I i Ag A, '
| FIRE i
f !
: . - i

THURSDAY, MARCH A4 1999

siﬁged to improve visibility
when 1t rains.
The treatment causes wa-

ter to bead, forcing it to roll
off the windshield more
quickly than on untreated
glass. The effect of this bead-
Ing action is most dramatic
at night, when the product ef-
fectively helps to reduce glare
from approaching headlights
and streetlights.
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