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Some families may hdve
“skeletons® in their closets,

but the Peller family from
- Rockwood had some pretty
big bones in their backyard.
Actually some elephant
pones.

When they bought the
house in 1990, they were toid
there was an cicphant buried
in the back yard. “We looked
at each n’rhur and thought, is
this guy serious?” Jim Peller
recalled.

In 1969, a young aban-
doned African bush elephant,
thought to be born in 1966
in Mozambique, Africa, was

GThey had an ele

captured. Temporarily ae-
quired by an animal dealerin
Gurmanv the elephant found
a home at the new Metro To-
ronto- Zoo, which opened in
1974. The Zoo named him
Tantor and began to.use him
ina breeding progran.

Tantor, the largest animal in

North America and once
nick named the 6 ton bach-
eiﬂr hada tendency of being
“pretty nasty” and difficult to
handle. In the breeding pro-
gram he fathered four caives
including a daughter named
Thika, the first elephant born
in captivity in Canada, and
another called Toronto in
honour of the city’s 150 an-
niversary in 1984,

Exotic pet bylaw

Cont. from Pg. I

- than two pages long.”
Bﬂnnem, said at Tast week’s
council meeting as he gues-
tioned the delay and offered
to provide staft with the re-
search he’s done.

Nofing that Toronto has a
restrictive exotic pet bylaw
Bonnette suggested that Peel
and Halton could end up be-
ing *‘a nice haven™ for peo-
ple with exotic pets because
ofthe lack of legislation con-
trolling them.
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Resident Elizabeth Cole,
who admits to “an absolute
and very real terror of
snakes,” echoed: Bonnette’s
concerns in a recent letter to
council.

In it she argued that the
tamily dog must be registered
and licenced in Halton Hills,
SO exotic pets “these crea-

fures.” should be-as well.

Cole’s letrer will be Sefll
to [own staif who promised
L0 get to work on a possible
bylaw.
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In August 1989, Tantor,
the longest resident at 111&
Zoo, had sur gery for an in-
fected tusk. A A group of spe-
cralists from the Zoo, the
University of Guelph and two
elephant dental specialists
from Elorida performed the
chancy surgery. Unfortu-
nately. Tantor died as a re-
sult of surgical complica-
tions. The 21-22 year E}[d el-
ephant’s: premature death
was first speculated a result
the infection spreading be-
yond his tusk, the anesthetic
or even the stress of the sur-

ery might have had a part
in it. Elephants can live as

-old as 65 years.

When animals at the Zoo
die, they are usually inciner=

ated. however thevolien have-

requests for animal speci-
mens from instittitions and
schools. This includes the
Royal Ontarip Museum in
Toronto. The ROM has basi-
callyrequested a male and fe-
male specimen of everv spe-
cies the Zoo has. For Tantur,
the ROM was 16:-become his
finalresting place, but before
that could happen he needed
to  wisit  Guelph and
Rockwood.

When Tantor’s remains
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were offered to the ROM.
Susan Woodward who is the
assistant curater at the
ROM s centre  for
Biodiversity and Conserva-
tion Biology, g uickly readied
a team of people and Tantor.
He was loaded by a crane
onto a flat bed 1ruLL and
taken to Guelph’s Veterinary
College pathc:lnfr}, lab.. The
lab is used to dealing with
larger animals:such as horses
and cows. Tantor. at 14300
pounds, was sulltﬂn big. For
size comparison, Tantors
daughter Toronfo weighed
4000 pounds. The elephant
carcass was moved by front
end loader. then sectioned

and ﬂwsmrate'd to.make him

fit and easier to work with,
The lab 1s equipped with
tools of the trade to work with
larger animals such as, a.ceil-
ing winch and tracks, which
make moving the elephant
feasible. From there. 10to 16
people worked three days to
removethe animal of'its flesh
using butcher knives and
scalpels,

In the case of ‘normal’
sized animals, carcasses are
placed in a spemal bug room
atthe ROM thatis filled with
dermestid beetles. The bee-
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tles, after hatching larvae in
the ﬂe::h eventually eat the
rémaining: flesh. However,

once again for North Ameri-
ca’s largest animal, proce-
dure needed to be changcd

“Most animals can be han-
dled hereat the ROM. We’ve
done large animals: like a
Rhino and a Hippo; but this
was a whole different kettle
of fish,” said Kevin Seymouir,
the ROM’s assistant curator

~1n the palaeabiology depart-

ment

This is how a farm near
Rockwood became a tempo-
rary home for Tantor’s re-
mains. [he farm was owned
by Mr. Peterson who was a
curator at the ROM. He al-

‘lowed Tantor 'stemains to be

buried in three crates of ma-
nure and put into the ground.

Apparently this was not the
first time Peterson used this
procedure to turn a carcass
into a skeleton. It is believed
he did this.with a whale or
shark prior to Tantor.
Seyvmour said the crates were
buried, “on a little section of
part of an ac-
tive tield.” Ftom: here the
manure would help the re-
maining {lesh and bone mar-
row decompose and the nmia-
nure would compost and turn
into dirt. The crates were
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phant in their back yard

made of plywood, with the
largest of the containers be-
mg 8 x 8§ x47.
Originally the ROM
planned to leave him buried
for three vears but morée com-
plications' occurred. Mr.
Peterson passed away and the

~ farm was sold to the Peller

family with a verbal agree-
ment Lhat allowed the ROM
to retrieve the bones. How-
ever,-alter the initial shock,
they purchased the fanm and
Tantor, once the largest ani-
mal in North America, be-
came “no big deal”.

The comphications contin-
ued as the ROM had no stor-
age available at the time for
the bones. According to
Seymour; who Is an assistant
curator at the  ROM’s
palagobiology departmmt
the extra timein the manure
turned outtobe a good thing.
The extra time alluwed ﬁ:-r
some of the marrow in the
cavity, which eventually
turns into'a grease-like ob-
jeot, to also decompose. Ifthe
bones were exhumed on

-schedule, the bones could
still have had the grease on
the bones, which is very dif-
ficult to Lle111 “The land
ownerswere very good. They
werenot in arushand [ don’t
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