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Service club support
Thanks to the continued gener-
osity of the Rotary Club of Acton.
the local Scouting and Guiding
movements have been able toexpand
their programs and buy new equip-
ment. On Tuesday night, members
of the Acton Scouting’ community
gratefully accepted a $2,250 chegue

- from Rotary officials at their regular

meeting: The Scouts used the money:
to help purchase some winter camp-
Ing equipment. 3%

Next Tuesday, representatives of
the Acton Guiding movement will
accept their Rotary cheque - the third
in three years - that will help pay for
14 pairs of snowshoesand unit flags.

New psychiatric service
Summit House, a non-profit
charitable organization providing
outreach and case management serv-
ice: to adults with chronic serious
psychiatric ilinesses. has opened an

~ Acton office at 8 Mill Street East.

While Summit House provides -af-
fordable and safe housing for its cli-
ents i other parts of Halton, its ini-
tial plans in Acton are to provide
munseliinF and support for the ap-

roximately 80 psychiatric patients
iving here.

Summit House officials say their
goal is to help people with psvehiat-
ric: illnesses to become more inde-
pendent and self-sufficient. |

Arena utterances
While the newness of the $5.3
million Acton Arena and Commu-

nity: Centre is beginning to wear off,

the facility, which was opened last
year, continues to.draw a lof of com-
ments = mostly good from: regular
users and visitors. Recently, some
up for a tournament. were checkin
out the facility.

“Designed by a Mennonite,”
sniffed one of the men as he checked
out the latching mechanjsm on a tink
board door, indicating that high tech
was better than the simple, yet
legantly efficient, lafch,

Not 10 minutes later, another
hockey - dad; this one from Fergus,
was overheard saying that every time
he visits the Acton arena he's newly
impressed with design and function
of the building and added that Acton
doesn‘trealize how luckyiit is to have

~mhﬂﬁkwd&ﬁﬂml;r%wch,l%aﬂ ve

a state-of-the art facilit}_".- .

Once they got over the awe of ac-
tually being on the 1ce with NHL
draftees, mcluding Tampa Bay
Lightening-bound Eric Beaudoin
(left), members of Acton’s Galveast
Novice house hockey team had a
great time as they hosted a practice
in Guelph recently with-members of
the OHL Guelph Storm: Along with
some great advice, the Novice team
picked up Storm calendars and auto-
graphed photos. Y,

Novice team member, Acton’s
Thomas Glassford (right) said it was
“pretty neat™ to skafe with Storm
players. | .
‘Not too many kids get to do

that,” Glassford , adding that
Beaudoin was “just a regular guy.”
until he started to skate. Glassford
sald he picked up a good tip by
watching Beaudomn - he's £0Ing 10
wotk: at-Keeping his head up when
he’s on the ice. .
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Pizzaville

Acton pizza lovers now have
another choice as a Pizzaville fran-
chise has opened in the former Mr.
Muggs coflee shopi- now known as
Family Coffee Shops - in the IGA
plaza. Owner Ken Avery, who also
operated Mega and Maken pizza
franchises at that same location, said
Pizzaville has a great product, a
great reputation and reasonable
Prices. R

In response 1o a smoking ban at
another Acton coftee shop, the new
‘Family Coffee Shops will be open

around the clock beginning next

month and Avery said'they will also
will upgrade anew smoke filter sys-
tem to be even more efficient.
Owner/operators Pat and Ken Avery
(second and third from left) and staff
Lesa Rhynold (left) and Karen
Lockwood (right) and Pizzaville
district manager Monty Altintutar

like the new sign.
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To the Editor,
In the Tuesday, Dec. 22 issue of
the Tanner, you published an old

school picture on Page 5. It was a |

icture of Kay Alger's Grade 4 and
> class from the old Public School.
It stated, “she found one of the
boys was 16 and couldn’t count to
10", Well this makes for sensational
reading and 1 know sensations sell
more papers than reality. .

If the boy in question is the one
standing beside Kay Alger and |
have good reason to believe it is,
there was a time when that boy could
coutit 1o 10 and more,

Thappento know this because he:
IS my brother. You can see by the
pictures, as a 16 year old he is ver

little larger than the other children
who would be considerably younger.
Al the age of ten, Richard was lef
with bramn damage from head/neck
IELJUFY:

Atthat time, there was neither the
medical technology for treatment or
the educational resources. for retain-
ing/educating. People such as Rich-
ard were shoved into the public

school system where they were of-

ten tormented, teased and ridiculed
by “normal:” children. Do.I believe
i special schools for special chil-

dren? You can bet I do. The world is

cruel if you're different. -

- Richard may be mentally chal-
lenged but he has teelings. Heknows
when he’s happy, he cried when our
mother died, He loves cats, dogs,
horses and the Montreal Canadiens.
He Knows nothing of greed and self-
ishiiess, He wouldn’t know how to

be cruel. He probably still can’t count

to 10 but he would never call any-
one “Stupid.” Every time T see him |
realize what a special person he is.

IVirs. Alger’s statement was no
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Olympic

The major news story

 full of images of 10C vice-presi-

-

 dent Dick Pound telling the world - | See J¢ [E# 5
{« thatupito 2 delegates had crossed =~ =00 7 UF W@ v o7

| news story last
weekend wasthe [OC scandal. AL
day Sunday the TV screens were The Wny

the line and accepted inappropri-

ate gifts. Pound, a Canadian and
odds-on favourite to be the next

[OC president in 2002, seemed
justifiable chagrined. What a cha-
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| ur | else for whom the corruption.inthe

[OC comes as a surprise. I offer

the following equally surprising

facts as a public service: 1) It's
~darker at night. 2) Water 1s wet.
3) The sky is up. C'mon Mr.
Pound! It’s been 20 years or so that

the Olympic movement was run by

a bunch of pseudo-aristocrats who

travelled the world with their paws:

out. The move to professionals in
the games.and the corresponding
billions involved inputting on the
games only invites more graft and
corruption. ‘The only similarity

1deas and today’s extravaganza js

the name. -

One need not search for proof:

of rot in the JOC and further than

'y | the games in Nagano. The sport-

ing world knew the ice dancing
competition was fixed. The TV
commentators even gave chapter
and verse before the competition
got under way. But it wasn’t until
Canadians Bourne and Kraatz
were blatantly screwed by the
judges that pugl 1I¢ opinion forced
10C president Samaranch to re-

- act. Even then it was just a luke-
warm direction tothe skating fed-

eration to clean up their act. Noth-
- ingreally changed, Why wouldit?

10C members were omnipotent
‘mundane as fairness disturb theif”
-deliberations at the trough.
~Obviously, the people at the top
- of the organization should resign,

| especially since they flitter around
the world looking down on plain
folks beeause they're wrapped in .

N

between the original Olympic

and above letting something as

the Olympic mantle. Don’t hold.

doubt true. I just wonder if it could
haye been phrased in a kinder, more
diplomatic manner,

Betty (Williamson) Cole
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~your breath. It, 10C, s as pcrlitim—il

‘an organization as any federal gov-
_crnment. Remember the airbus af

fair? Did Alan Rock’s head roll for
maligning ex-PM. Mulroney and
costing the taxpayers millions? Of

course not. They blamed it on some.

mid-level lawyer and swept the rest
of the sordid mess under the carpet.

Thesamethingis happening with
the 10C. Sure, a dozen or so minor
players will be thrown 1o the wolves.
But the leaders will escape censure.
President Samaranch said lastweek
that those members under investiga-
tion should “do the right thing and
resign.” How heuttered those words

avithout choking on his own duplic-

ity is beyond me. The man could give
Bill Clinton lessons in chutzpah.
- Nothing will change in the Ol-
ympic movement until the secrecy is
expunged from the organization.
This is especially true of the vote to
award the games to a “host cily.”
There 1s just too much money in-
volved these days. The processneeds
to be transparent. |
President Samaranch has admit-
ted there are calls for his resigna-
tion. He is determined to finish his
term in 2001. He has agreed to put
his leadership on the agenda when
the whole 10C membership meets

and will seek a vote of confidence.
-Since he appointed most of the [OC
~member this vote-will be as honest
as the ice dancing contest. The re-
,-sults are as.equally predictable. Hon-
est, good's

smangship and the Ol-
ympicideals will be sacrificed to saye
the sullied reputations. of the TOC
executive. Sad - but true,
T "
Teouldn’tbelievethe storyin last
week’s New Tanner. Seems her'wor-

“words that we should be gratefiil
for what we had. That was after
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“in Acton East. Then builders read

~mayor I dubbed'him “Hizzonour.”

centre before more home and peo-

dressed. She may be taking this

Now | know 1I°m skating on
thin ‘ice  here ‘criticizing
Georgetown and all, When a
number of Acton citizens went to
council to seeifwe could savethe
old'arena we were told in so many

being kept waiting for two hours,
but that’s another story. =~ =~
T'he mayor-appear to hope she
can bulldoze the council to her
way of thinking by making an
oblique threat to slow down de-
velopment. As a businessman in
this town | really appreciate asi--
nine comments like that from a
petulant politician. our store own-
ers would obviouslywant a‘leisure

ple. [f the BIA hasn’{ written to . ’

objectto this fiscal blackmail, they

should. e bk
In the same paper is a story on

“how our Acton councillors are try- I

ing to get the developers to move

thatuntil we ereet her leisure cen-
tre the mayor might slow things
up. That’sterrific leadership,isn’t
12

Acton councillors: asked, and

rightly so, why wearen’t spend- |

improvements dumped from last
year’s budget? OFf course those .
projects aren’t as sexy and hardly
ever require a ribbon cutting. Be-
sides, other towns have leisure
centres. Well, that's ample justi-
tication to build a Taj-ma-sport
while the roads deteriorate.
Perhaps it’s time we changed
the title by which the mayor 1s ad-

mg the money on roads and other l

“Your Worship™ thing alittle foo
literally. When Russ Miller was

Russ was kind of a folksy guy. As
for the incumbent - how does
“Heronery” sound o you? ,,/

WHAT'S YOUR REEF?
Put it in a letter to the Editor!

Deadline is Tuesday at noon.
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tarnished |
1 ship,the mayor, threw a snit when i o
. she received Jess than enthusias- |
- tic Support for her pel project. |
4 That being a leisure palace in the
centre of the universe also know
“as Georgetown South,

o PR



