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School Board faces
big challenges in ‘99

BY ETHEL GARDINER
Chair- Halton District School Board

1998 was a year of unprecedented policies across the region.

change in the history of education in fn'short, evervthine we undertake
Gmtario. The fewer School Boards Act  at the Halton District School Board
(Bill 104) eliminated boards of edu~ must relate to our vision which
cation and created distriet school would provide educational excel-
boards. The results; as the title ofthe lence for our students. Clearly we
act implies, were fewer boards, and need a governance model which es-
fewer trustees involved in the govern-- tablishes eommon ground: one
ance of education n the province of which alltrustess, staff. schools and
Ontarlo. communities can embrace in order
- T'he Halton beard was Ieft as a toachieve the vision for our system.
“stand-alone™ board, and thus, was ‘Understandably; a task such as this
not impacted by the significant re- will not happen overnight, but it is
structuring problems of amalgamat- hoped that as the year progresses.
ing boards. The number of trustees we will have made major gains to-

representing. constituents in Halton wards a shared vision.
wis teduced from 18 to 10: +  lLeadership — Our system re-
The Education Quality Improve- cently reinstated a leadership pro- e
ment Act (Bill 160) also brought sig- gram which will hopefully attract’ = = . . & L aaaiies Fr e B
et Chaﬂgﬂ iﬂ- TR ﬁ._lIl diﬂg S supp{arl pr}tentia] . leade;'s o | = _“1 e T ._ SR i Aol p—— _. i
public education, staffing and scrvice  within our system, Over thepastfew ~ YOUTH FUNDING: Rosslyn Dowell (second from left), executive director of Halton Hills
delivery. The Halton District School years we haye offered little to staff  Community Support and Information (HHCSI), accepts a $15.000 cheque from the Healthy
board has made adjustments to'staff- in terms of preparation for advance- Community Funding Consortium to help open and operate a youth drop-in/ service centre in
;H%I?;Edtgi ig; gl; ;E;ﬂﬁi ;ﬁgﬁﬁ :;?- gg‘?}t ,’tgnn;lﬂglpaé or t‘;;iii‘;‘éiﬁﬂé Acton. With Dowell are, left to right: Consortium chair Halton Hills Councillor John Day,
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drto e vihinth paramelersof humbé of sehooladminsrs i ox Marts SericantonHilton eathdepar ment eprntatve Mgle Connol Halior

the model. leaving our system through retite- = ™ e
[ have been asked to write an arti- ment, it is critical for us toactively  — Submifted P_h‘-“ﬂ_
cle which would address some of the provide leadership training to exem- (G SRR
challenges to-be faced by the Halton  plary educators’in Halton.

District School Board in 1999, SE}I . Teacher Shortage — With . . | w7y . St , X | @
will niot elaborate on the specific fewer and fewer young people en- ew e ar S awn ln
changes and challenges of the past fering Ontario teacher: training fa- 8 ;

year, but instead focus on what I see cilities, and more and more teach- |

to be some of the majorissues for the - ers retiring, the Ialton District
Board in the coming year. I wouldlike' School board, as well as all boards
to'make it very clear that my com- in Onfario, may soon face a severe
ments reflect my opmion, and do not {eacher shortage. Already. we are

So. all the haopla is over for
gn_ciﬂ‘ner vear Timetoputawavthe e cilivg
- decorations and honker down for — we. - sar.. |
the long winter’s night, For those The qu;-:

left one man dead and his son
- eritically wounded. Anotherson
| wasjailed. One police officer-
i was wounded and another

necessarily represcat he opinions of having sonie dificulty ling posi- | (U0 & L el Temenber that | See It (R EEEY beaten diring the alistcation:
the:corporate body. | tions m secondary schools, specifi- ﬁm" “‘%":‘*th £ Eﬂk ?’G-IQT} WEF : For - fRe A e *qu other oflicers are appar-
some of the criticalissues withavhich. . - 1 believe.that we must begin | 2N WOTC. BO00O. Lhrstmas tr with SR SO e 101
our board'must deal'in 1999, = " ‘an active program to recm”i‘f?%“ﬁh-r‘ﬁmmmﬂ’hk*3”%%%@%' . Mike O'Leary [ n_n_tthe_e» ide”‘?ﬂ presented atthe

' ers, on¢ which promotes Halton as' vinyl chiloride. Pine spray aic fr 1 e R T R batl trial but I predict this case

Accommodation - The Halton the finest place in the province in | SHer doesnoticount. = = IS going 1o be a blockbuster.

e : Did you havea nice Christmas?" windows. | was looking forward “There is obviously something
I} . . d\ﬂ ¥ - I Y . g e - - . T _.,“x - - g
a&?ﬁiﬁ?ﬁiﬁgsriﬂg; L:Shi;haﬁﬁ e ﬁetse?;?ct.uring of Special | | hope so. The O°leary’s had a (utyiiailanc and diffioulriob d‘ﬁ‘ very: add- about:this incident.
ideally increase the number of stu- Education Delivery Model — As a | Wonderful, if somewhat chaotic, £D€ themout. My youngest daugh- Stay tuned, |

T e S - . : : at terand I'had justbegun (love them  Tho storv about prisc
dents within walking distance of their  result of the factthat the Board must | Christmas. T was reminded that S+l R Pl Ihe story-about prisonecrs
ook edice the aubiber of port- adhere to the funding model. and | four bigkids make more noise ar-  1m-lib) v:'ii]en*m} neighbour Seaft “being able to' open new: high
able classtooms and decrease trans- - with our inability to increase rev- |- guing thanfourlitile ones. Still, no Lee arrived with his snow blower:  {ach Gell locking systems caused

ortation costs. Halton is one of the enue through local taxation, we will | ©newas killed, so T guess the sea- I:Ie?dﬁq fff*{d}’ {lj:waz_a dciigilledtaﬂd me some initial concerns. It
igh growth areas of the province. bespending six to eight million dol- | SON Was & success, ; r;i i 3o ﬂLl‘ lg%’fl?l% e {l;uf - - seems the cons could jimmy the
Like many boards, we are struggling  lars less on the delivery of Special Your scribbler made out like a. 1¢'PEd another neighbour belare  jocks with their combs. Ulti-

with the 1ssue of eliminating excess Education programs. Clearly; it will | bandit. In addition to a sorely F?adl- _ h ﬂm{:' ’I;h;mh_nutlcefibli) a'fld mately. thﬁs!ﬂf}“ went on, pro-
capacity in ourschools in order totric-  be a cansicﬁ:rabie challenge for our | needed new camera, Santa brought .Ilef'ft.ﬂ R E‘“ 1 ?.?_‘}”"‘N C!""ﬁ" vincial officials were able 1o
ger provincial dollars for construction  Board to produce a delivery model| shirts and sweaters galore. In our, ge’:“:"i'* _d‘};?t S .“‘]'?; NEIEN- correct the situation. | was
of badly-needed schools in growth whichwill provide the level of sery- eold family tradition, “If 1t gure dnum I] flt _‘mwar:::jpr i ""ES' H wds - greatly relieved. Not because |
areas. Ultimately when we are deal-  ice that people have come to expect | gles, it’s for Daddy,” daughter. 9am féﬂi 1ast %UH ay yel lf:bt_-néen had fears about cscapers - no
g with eliminating excess capacity, inHalton, We must continue tormeet | Christine came through withsome Stayed outinithe “-’Jfﬂ}ﬂ.’_‘ts torender sireee. I was afraid, given the
weare also dealing with theemotional  the needs of our exceptional stu- | Christmas cheer. Our oldest gotme ~ ass1stance. ! W‘J“d‘r_r ‘thﬂ , andall  state ofour prison systems. that
1ssue of school closures. “dents, but given our position, a'new' | a new micro-wave. Working kids: the othersIsaw thatday helping 0Ut.  one 'of the cons had sued the
Trustees will have to make = structure for service is essential. give technology. : realize how much we appreciate government for $10 million for
some tough decisions around our ac- + Curriculum Implementation It’s enough to bring a tear 1o/ theirhelp.l hope so. Virtue may be  girecs caused by him breaking
commodation problems, which are and Secondary School Reform —| theseoldeyes, My brother brought 1tS own rewards but a pat on the: his comb inan cilort to.escape.
increasing with every new subdivision  Staff developments will be a major | me a detailed map of the Forbid- back is also welcomed. Thank you And that the government had
that pops'up in Halton Region. If we ' focusin the new vear. Asstaffdeals | den City from hisreeent trip to Pe- all who helped outon my sirect and paidit.
continue with the status quo, we will . with new curriculum, and as wepre- king, China. My sister gave me a all over town. On the news ﬁ‘ﬂﬂl A last word about my Christ-
see the need for many more portable  pare for a four-year high school pro- | brick. So. all'ini all. it:was a great things were somewhat slow over the  mas brick. They tore down my |

classrooms. As an example, in Halton gram, the need for intensive staff | Christmas. hi}_ﬁdﬂ}f seasoi. At least 'that’_s h{:@}’f‘ old erade school | was one of
Hills alone, the area which I repre- training is imperative. We have es- Now, all we have to look for- 1U-seemed to be but we were preity me.g’]mt students at: St. Grego-
sent it is estimated that by the year tablished system training teams| wardito before springis February: busy: There were a few: stories that ry’s in Etobicoke. As a

2002, the Board would place 70 porta- - which have been working with every | A K A. Yuck. We need amid-win- caught my eye. . fundraiser this year’s Grade 8
bles in the Georgelown area in.order. high school on Secondary School | ter long weekend holiday. MP There was .a heart wrenching: olass saved some of the bricks
to cope with expected growth unless Reform and on curriculum training | Reed. please note: if you won’t Story on Christmas eve about baby 214 had a nice brass plate
new schoolsare built. Inmy opinion.  at the elementary level. All boards stop over-taxing us at 1éast give us Robbie who needs a heart trans-  mounted on them showing the

the closure of some schoolsin Halton in Ontario will find the extent and | , hreak plant. It brought to mind a story I dates the school operated. Ac-
is @ mecessity. | paceof program chance a challenge For all those who enjoyed the read some months ago which tually, it was my niece Emma’s
Establishtiient ofa Policy Gov-  in 1999, warming effects of El Nino and ¢laimed that we Canadians bave a  jdea ’M}f sister got one for all
ernance Model for school board op- As a Board, we must also poo-poohed the effects of .a Nina  Peor record when it comes loorgan.  of s who went there. She also
erations — Some i;uarr._:_lg in Ehe prov- address issues such as: L only have one question. Did you dmmtmns* Th;re. used .t{}-_bf: a form knows [handwrite this column.
mce haye already established a gov- * Enbancing staffmorale | enjoy the snow storm last week- Onthe back ofour Driver’s Licence i pencil. So she gotmea beau-

ernance model. This will be a high

- B ¥  Ensurine. th end? It v orst Wi but now with the new plastic ones i ¢ - i
priority for our Board in 1999, As Ensuring, through diligent | €nd?It was the worst winterstorm, D tiful rosewood E}enc:ﬂ box full

inspection, mould-free portable | I canrecall for along time - I'muot sureit’s there. Evidently, the  of new pencils for a new year;

Sater In e nodtion Joproy eIt S Fobms It's funny how the worst of mMost important thing is to let your one of which | am using right
Ahead 11 [ - A Report on the Role of . * Improving communi- || Weather brings out the best in peo- gﬂﬂ;ﬂlg -k?ﬂ”‘-?ij'?’f }’?EU]T :}‘lﬁhﬂﬂ-'ifgﬂ}?‘ DOW. :

School Boards and Trustees”, weneed Cation straiegies throughout thesys- | ple. Our street wasn't plowed un- Eﬂ*h ?ﬁi’-nt ?dehl 3 mllr T <% I resurrected my Grade 8
to create a vision for our system, This 'e0t and theregion | -til the early afternoon. Until then, WisStes 1 mitold. Qrgan donation 1S araduation pictureand itand my

should be achieved through extensive - Sufficeittosay, 1999 will present | it was pretty well impassable. Sev- 2 very personal decision with no- hrick srace my desk. As does
consultation with staff and our com-. significant challenges for our Board, | €ral cars got stuck in the road and right or wrong. But it is something my new pencil box which I | -

munities. Policies should be estab- but mot importantly, we must focus neighbours from both sides of the We should all consider. Incases like hope is full ofbrilliant columns.

lished and evaluated with a view to on the positive things happening in |- Street dropped shovels and pushed baby Robbie, it is the ultimate gift I shall treasure both items
' ' ' ' | of life. forever, as [ do my sister.

achieving that vision. Our budget al- our schools; and always take the the vehiclesuntil they were freed. P i as ) .
.lucat'iunsgnu;st be consistent -wﬁh the time to celebrate the excellence of | Smiles were exchanged all around. ﬂl?a‘?“d ?,ﬁh‘- li'F:‘{r Fji'fﬂutght *‘-’; ]E”; lhoughttullness is always in
priorities of our vision and our poli- our staff and students. \_ My vans were drifted up o the #aT& 116 OFd pOlCE shooting that  yaoye; )
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