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Hovercraft develol_)ment hindered by dollars

Canada may be desperate
for jobs but money for invest-
ing in new developments is
scarce. Just ask Acton resi-
dent John Shadbolt, who's
known as a “finder". |

“Finders” match money
and new products so produc-
tion can start. Production
lines create new jobs and
capital but there aren’t many
risk takers in this country,
says Shadbolt. who has been
trying to raise capital for a
new concept in hovercraft for
years.

Research and develop-
ment worth $150,00, some of
it government money, has
been spent on designing the
new co in hovercraft but
the company needs funds to
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develop a prototype and
they’ve reached the bottom of
their barrel.

Shadbolt joined the com-
pany, Vareure Hovercraft,
founded by inventors John
Schwingshandle, in 1991
upon Schwingshandle s re-
firement.

The inventor after 20
years of producing hovercraft
discovered a new design con-
cept in 1988, which Shadbolt
says would be revolutionize
the industry. He was so 1im-
pressed he bought the patent.

“The design of the hover-
craft hasn’t changed, outside
of cosmetic changes, since it
was invented, says the Acton
entreprencur.

“Schwingshandle got in-
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volved thinking there is a
better way of doing this.” he
says.

The hovercraft design
made it difficult to manage;
it’s the reason they haven't
gone anywhere. Noise is an-
other factor as well as inad-
equate payload, Shadbolt
says.

[ think we've solved all
these problems with the new
design, he says. On our hov-
ercrafts the motive force 1s
supplied by a horizontally
mounted fan, forcing air
down into a chamber. The
effect is so precise the unit
can turn in itS own space.
Acceleration is immediate
because with this thrust you
are preparing the air in
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chambers and introducing it
to the outside air with no vor-
lex.

In this new system we
have incorporated the accel-
eration direction, braking
and reverse in one simple
mechanism SO we have a very
simple single fan hovercraft
that is stable and fully
maneuverable in all direc-
tions as well as having the
hovering capability some
other hovercraft possess,
Shadbolt says.

The company approached
the federal government to sce
if they could help develop the
new hovercraft design. “A

kesman said it was one of

¢ best things they've seen
but they wanted $10,000
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Know your bike by—la-ws

Last week I talked about some rules of the road that
we should all obey now that spring is here and bicycle
season has arrived. This week I’ll list the by-laws that
govern the operation of a bicycle in Acton.

« Every rider of a bicycle shall at all times when riding
on a highway, keep his feet on the pedals and both hands
on the handlebars except as may be necessary to give
proper hand signals.

eNo person while riding a bicycle on a highway shall
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indulge in trick riding or otherwise ride so as to prevent BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS
WINDOW CLEANING| the full use of both hands to control the bicycle. ; o 48
Residential & Commercial e No persona shall ride a bicycle on any highway || Serving the Community
_ e abreast of another bicycle except in the course of passing f 1
windows, Eaves & Siding | the other bicycle. ~__lor 4o Jears
Heinz Krzyzik e No person shall ride a bicycle on any highway and 67 Mill Street East
853-1753 carry more than one person on a bicycle designed to carry Acton

| only one person.

e No person shall ride a bicycle on any highway and
carry any goods in such a manner so as to interfere with
the full control of the bicycle.

e No person shall park a bicycle on any roadway,
shoulder, bicycle route or combined facility.

e No person shall park a bicycle on any boulevard or
sidewalk except in an upright position and in a manner
so as not to impede the intended use of the boulevard or
sidewalk. |

A breach of these by-laws can result in a fine of $55
for each offence. I hope all bicycle riders will follow the

rules and have a safe bike season.
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from us before they would do
anything,” Shadbolt said.
“I’'m personally con-
vinced government depart-
rbnents are set up not to helpia_
ut give the a rance 0
it,”he says, ngtﬁag he had
also contacted MPP Ted
Chudleigh but nothing has
transpired. Banks are also
not risk-takers, he notes.
Shadbolt points out that
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development of the hover-
craft could revolutionize
transportation especially 1n
countries with inaccessible
terrain. Highways would no
longer be necessary, even a
strip of plastic could serve as
a highway. Instead of the
high cost of concrete curbs
and earth moving conven-
tional roads to be, it would
just require a right-of-way.
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THE NEW TANNER Sales Representative, Dianne

Preston, presents Cathy Gerrow of the Acton Branch
of the Canadian Cancer Society with a donation on
behalf of The New Tanner and the participating ad-
vertising sponsors with the recent Cancer Society sup-
port page. — Ted Tyler photo

ACTON SENIORS’
R ECREATION CENTRE

By DOT REDEKOP
Everyone enjoyed the trip

to see the Lippizaner horses
in Kitchener on March 26.

Our lunches are going
well but we still have room
for more folks. Flo, Maxine,
Lydia and helpers do a great
job. The lunches are every
Friday. The first one is a pot
lunch, then soup and sand-
wich, mystery lunch and
soup and sandwich. Come
out and join your friends for
lunch and stay for bingo.

Anyone interested in ball-
room dancing? We are trying
to start up a new activity. If
you are, phone the centre at
853-5951 and put your name
on the list.

We are in the process of

putting together our next
newsletter. Look for it at the
end of April. If you are not a
member just drop in to the
Centre and pick onc up.
Maybe you can come up with
some new ideas for us to look
into. Come join us for fun
and friendship.

We now have two donated

computers up and running.

They are for the members 10
use — learn how or brush up

your skills.

If you need instructions
we have someone to help you.
Just phone the centre and
have your times slotted.

Don’t fU{s,et our monthly
euchre on Wednesday, May
6 at 7:30 p.m. Come out and
bring your friends. A light
lunch will be provided.

We are going to Casino
Rama on April 29 and again
on May 19. The bus leaves
the centre at 8:45 am. and
the cost is $12 per trip.

Folks have been asking at
what age they can join up.
Anyone 55 years or older can
register. Come out and see
what we do. |

Betty and Barb are work-
ing on a trip for May 15 -
Niagara Blossom Tour. We

o to Niagara-on-the-Lake
or time on your own {0 €x-
plore and shop. then on 1c
Niagara Falls, lunch on your
own and then visit the
Niagara Greenhouses. Leave
the centre at 8:30 a.m.

Our newsletter will be ou
by the end of the month. [
you are not a member but ar
interested in our events, jus
drop in to the centre betweer
9 a.m. and 4 p.m. and picl
up an application.



