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t appears that sympathy is Easﬂy gwen but unfortunately for
Country Heritage Park - not sq quarter, the lack of ‘which say
supporters, might spell‘the end of the well-renowned museum.

“They’ve driven a final nail in the coffin as far as Country
Heritage Park is concerned,” said Milton Councillor Barry Lee.

A visibly distraught Reg Cressman was nearly bereft of words |
after the November 14 Niagara Escarpment (NEC) hearing ended
with a denied application for a deferral that would have bought |
CHP some time until an Open Space /Master Plan was in place.

The decision was made after a brief hearing during which Reg
Cressman from CHP presented the organization’s perspective an'd. |
during which members of the NEC considered the application. |

Cressman pointed out, as he did before Milton council, that the
museum is a valuable tourist feature in the Region and one that
houses over 20,000 exhibits dated back to 1830.

“You have to realize that what we have is an outstanding col-
lection of artifacts. We have a treasure here that we cannot afford
to lose,” said Cressman.

The non-profit organization, currently in a transition phase
from government operating grants to an endowment mode of oper-
ation, maintains that it is desperate for the money that the deal with I
Toronto Auto Auctions (TAA) brings.

By allowing TAA to park their cars on CHP’s three parkmg lots
during the winter season, the museum garners about 45 percent of
its winter revenue or about $50,000 to $60,000.

After a complaint was made earlier this year about a large
number of cars being parked on the 80-acre museum site the NEC
had advised CHP that such a use was not in keeping with the per-

mitted use. . ' | PHOTO BY PETER MCCUSKER
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“If this was anywhere else on the escarpment, it would be an
automatic ‘no’” said Ken Whitbread, NEC Manager. “I don’t think
this is what the escarpment plan is all about.”

NEC staff member David Johnson indicated that aside from it
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