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BY ANN KORNUTA

t the Milton Legion, the hann 3

for veterans, I push the door bu zet

and Edward Goodall greets me warmly.
He directs me to a table where several of
his war buddies are enjoying an autumn
afternoon. Every Wednesday, the friends
meet and talk about the past. One man in
particular, Murray Boyd, catches my atten-
tion ¢ nd I ask him to tell me about WWII.
[urray, an 82-year-old Milton resident
and RAF veteran pulls his chair closer to
me and tells me he enlisted when he ‘was
ound,

“I'was born in Scotland. In 1937 I was
in the Boy’s Air Service with many of my
school chums. I was in a three-year

i '-! i

940, I was transterred over f0
men’s service with the 73 Fighter
squadron in England. When I joined up 1
was only a young boy and I didn’t have a
care, but I got scared when they were
bombing us and I lost friends.”

Murray was transferred to an airfield

in France with Fighter Command operat-

ing over the Belgium Border. “One morn-
ing 1 woke up-and I heard the German
guns. I can remember the Germans started

= advancing very quickly and our air field

— was bombed day

ATY ted from ninety year
od, the pDrtralt hangs in a spot of
r I Mz, - Lakimg's room at
brook and Women’s Hospital in
0. “They dote on him there,” says
Nagy. “It’s a real sense of communi-

you can tell that the nurses really |
He doesn’t understand why he’s
v celebrity though. He’s a living
of history but he would consider
f just a man.” For Mike Nagy, the
ship with Clarence Laking has had
erwhelming affect. “Anything is
le at any age, he’s taught me that,”
1 awed Mike Nagy. “I feel extreme-
unate and privileged that he was
nough to let me get to know him.”
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and night,” Murray
explained. “We had to pull out as fast as
we could and we were caught. We lost
many boys, lots of my friends during that
time. Four hundred of our boys were killed
that morning when we tried to escape.”
One of the boys lost during those
bombings was Murray’s childhood best
friend, something that brought home to him
the horrors of war. The casualties were not
faceless people but friends and neighbours.
[ looked up to Murray and his face
seemed off in the distance, but 1 urged
him to tell me how he escaped being cap-
tured. “A few boys and I ran and we made
our way to the docks and we stumbled
upon a Salvation Army post,” Murray rec-
ollected. “We were so happy to see them
and the Salvation Army gave us a warm
welcome. They were a great group of
Brits, they looked after us, gave us meals.
They were fantastic and I could finally
telegram my parents to tell them I was
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The Year of The Veteran
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385 Steeles Ave. E., Milton * (905) 878-9222

_toll free: 1-883-33-901

: Meeting every Wednesday, these honoured WWII veterans get together to share the
good times, old stories, and a few drinks. Pictured left from right are Murray Boyd, Vern
Vunderwuier Frnnk Sonoski, Lachlan McKersie, Ken Brush, and Edward Goodall.

end of the war and carried out missions to
]ava and Sumatra “On campletmn of our

safe Unknown to me [ was reported miss-
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his drink. By this pmnt [ was ready
close my notebook, thinking that after
witnessing the death of his friends that
Murray would want to return home to
Scotland and would have washed his
hands of fighting. “I didn’t quit, if that’s
what you were thinking,” Murray said,
noticing I had paused for a while. “After
two months in England, 1 was p::::-st & to
South Africa as a Flying School Traifwé
two and a half years, and then in ot
Africa for three months. I returneduto.
England and stationed at a Command
Centre and that year in November, I'§
posted overseas again to India. It was cl
sified as “Mission Unknown” at the ti
for us boys and when I arrived, I did a
commando course and then we sailed out
to “Destination Unknown.” I finally
found out where I was when we landed in
the Cocos Islands off the coast of Java.”
That is where Murray served until the
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] es ‘Milton is fantastic.”
ne. of the lucky ones
ViV ar. Part of
pting to
. ne of
/i how in
Bt 1t15 olumbia % he ' calls every
mpntk . One thing I nﬂhced sitting drink-
o 80 da with these Air Force Veterans is
much they value their bonds of

endship.

A Remembrance Day Message

Michael Chong, M.P.
Wellington-Halton Hills

For over one hundred years Canadian
men and women have fought in conflicts
around the world. Whether in the first

War, in World War 2, in Korea, or In

peacekeeping missions around the world today, over
100,000 Canadians have died for their country. In this
Year of the Veteran, on November 11", please take
time to pause and remember the ultimate sacrifice paid
by your fellow Canadians.

“Lest We Forget”




