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e was a fresh faced 18 year old

defying his staunch pacifist father,
when Charles Clarence Laking marched
away to war. Now, eighty-seven years
later, he is the last surviving Canadian
veteran who saw action on the battletield
in World War'l. —— a,

“His father told him that he wouldn't
do it, and he thought “I'l] show himjy’ says*"
friend Mike Nagy, who points out that
while overseas, Mr. Laking received no
communication at all from his father back
home on the farm in Nassagaweya.
“Funny enough, guess who was waiting
to meet him at the train station after the
war?” Mr. Nagy pauses for effect before
relaying what is always Mr. Laking's
rather dry comment when completing
this particular story about his father
“Relations were better after that.”

Mr. Laking was born in Mountsberg
on February 21, 1899. “He’s been into
three centuries and two millenniums,”
says an awed Mr.. Nagy. “That’s really
something when you think about it.”

Mr. Laking’s path crossed with Mr.
Nagy'’s just over a year ago. “I had always
identified with World War 1, even as a
child,” explains Mr. Nagy. “It was my goal
all of my life to meeta W
an.” After reading abo
Globe and Mail arti
to give him a call, @
ning of a friendsk
fulfillment to ha¥
admits Mr. Nag
grateful for the many life
Laking has passed on.
one who is 106 has a [6&n
than someone who's 43.”
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A  signalman,
Canadian Field Artillery, 27th Battery, 4th
Brigade, had one of the more dangerous
jobs. He strung wire along the trenches
and had to sneak to the front to observe
where the first German shell fell and relay

dls’furb Mr. Lalung e h15

re some. of the many. stories
Dld by Mr Lakmg with the

this mfﬂrmanﬂn back to the gunners. HE

escaped death seve

in a trench, a shel
knocking him back. Seconds later another
shell exploded in the exact place where he
had been standing. Another narrow
escape when he and his comrades took
refuge in an abandoned house. Spying the
full garden of vegetables, the men decided
to cook themselves a hot meal of vegetable
stew. While one soldier remained in the
kitchen, the others positioned themselves
at windows upstairs, keeping a look out. A
single German shell hit the house, level-
e side of it. The soldier in the
along with his cookstove fell
arough the floor with the explo-
"to emerge moments later, dusty
armed. “He says that you didn’t
10 worry about the sound of the
8" says Mr. Nagy. “It was the shells
f Wou didn’t hear that would kill you.
' at, and abﬂut the sound
*hine guns.”
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Mr Nagy was more than

Private Lakmg,.

""":explﬂded “near Y, .'mmre in the storm "ThE nex} day,

tle to do with war, and everything to do

ith growing up in Mountsberg. He says

Mr. Laking is particularly fond of telling

the story of a huge snowstorm when he
was just a young child. When he and a
friend reached Schoolhouse #2, they
found themselves alone, as the storm had

kept everyone else at home. They fired up

the woodstove and not only managed to
keep themselves warm, but also aroused
the mice in the building as they crept clos-
er to the warmth. Proving that boys were

just as mischievous then as they are now,

Mr. Laking and his friend 'caught several
mice and 1mpr15:;med them in the gu'ls

Rockwood Mike Nagy poses with Campbellville WWI Veteran Clarence Laking. Mr Laking
is holding a portrait of himself painted by renowned Rockwood artist Janet Wilson.
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came in to find suffocated mice in their
pencil cases,” laughs Mr Nagy. "He has
such strong memories of his ::hﬂdhﬂnd g
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