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STORY AND PHOTO BY DONNA DANIELLI

Iranian born Homa Arjomand has been
speaking out for the rights of women
since 1970, and recently she brought her
message to Georgetown. The guest speak-
er for the Canadian Federation of
University Women (CFUW), Ms.
Arjomand is best known for launching the
successful campaign to keep the use of a
Shari’a Court system in Ontario through
her website www.nosharia.com. Shari’a
Court, based on the Koran, was proposed
for use through the Ontario Arbitration
Act 1991. This Act was originally created
to solve family disputes outside of a regu-
lar court system with the use of an arbi-
trator, and was quite .
often used by those
keeping to the tenets of
judaism or Catholicism.
“There is no political
movement behind the
Jewish and Catholic
courts though ,” Ms.
Arjomand told the audi-
ence. “Shari’a law has a
political movement
behind it.”

Shari’a law came
under fire as male cen-
tric system that victim-
izes women and chil-
dren when proposed for
use - in  Ontario... It
sparked protest world-
wide. “Four hundred
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and we have to fight it globally. They are
concentrating on our children. They are
brainwashing our children, using culture
and cultural relativism.”

Ms. Arjomand told the packed room
of women that the key to fighting political
Islam is the strict adherence to a single
system of law. “We should have one law
for all and if anyone breaks that one law,
there should be consequences,” she
argued. “Under the banner of one law for
all, we will manage to protect the children
and have equality between men and
women.”

Another key issue for Ms. Arjomand,
N Suieeys since Premier McGuinty
' ruled on September 11
that there would be no
faith based arbitration
allowed in Ontario in
September, is the sepa-
ration - of the religion
from the education sys-
tem. “The only solution
for the protection of
women and children is
the removal of religion
from the education sys-
tem,” she argued.
“Culture should not be
placed  higher than
women’s rights or chil-
dren’s rights.” The dan-
ger, according to Ms.

people in Paris were

marching against _
Shari‘a law in Canada,” Homa Arjomand.
saild Ms. Arjomand.

“We're talking about women living in
communities where the right of the com-

munity overtakes her individual rights.
What kind of choice does this woman
have? We are told in the name of cultural

relativism to_watch it and do_nothing

because it is their culture.”

Ms. Arjomand pointed
to the Taliban rule i1n
Afghanistan as the most
publicly known example of e
the dangers of Shari’a law. “In
Afghanistan, they did whatever they
could to subjugate women,” she pointed
out. “During the reign of Khomeini, over
100,000 women activists were executed.”
This is a danger she herself is only too
aware of. During the winter of 1989, she
fled with her children, a six-year-old son
and a one-year-old daughter, through the
mountains from Iran, fearing for all of
their lives if they should be caught by the
[slamic regime.

She was quick to point out though, that
there is an important distinction to be made
between political Islam and Muslims. “We
need to know about the characteristics of
political Islam to able to separate it from
Muslimism, they are different” she said.
“The movement of political Islam is global
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Renowned women's rights activist

_our children.

SHARI'A LAW HAS A POLITICAL

teacher chooses to teach

“A teacher can teach
whatever they want”
she insisted. “In Iran, under the name of
physics, | was teaching social justice. If 1
can do it, so can the Mullah (Islamic teach-

er). Under the name of math or science,
they can re-direct it. They can brainwash
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from education might
cause consternation
amongst Ontario’s Jewish
and Catholic schools. “If we go to these
schools and talk of the danger of cultural
relativism, I’'m sure that they will under-
stand and compromise,” she told the
audience. “Multiculturism is danger. It
was not danger before but it is now. We
must move towards integration in every
respect.” Ms. Arjomand realizes though
that while the battle over faith-based arbi-
tration may have been won, the skirmish
over religion and education is just begin-
ning. “On September 11, we managed to
push back political Islam one step, one
tiny step,” she told the CFUW. “I am hop-
ing that by next September 11, we can
push political Islam back from our educa-
tion as well. We can do it together. We
strongly believe that if people know what
is happening, they can stop it.”
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Give Your Child A Great Educational Start

* A home-based program for

2" - 5 year olds

«Arjomand, lies in whata °

in the name of religion.'
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this separation of religion
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Home Fast and for Top Dollar

MILTON - Because your home may well be your largest
asset, selling it is probably one of the most important decisions
you will make in your life. And osace you have made that deci-
sion, you’ll want to sell your home for the highest price in the
shortest time possible without compromising your sanity.
Before you place your home on the market, here’s a way to help
you to be as prepared as possible.

To assist homesellers, a new industry report has just been
released called “27 Valuable Tips That You Should Know to Get
Your Home Sold Fast and for Top Dollar”. It tackles the impor-
tant issues you need to know to make your home competitive in
today’s tough, aggressive marketplace.

Through these 27 tips, you will discover how to protect
and capitalize on your most important investment, reduce stress,
be in control of your situation, and make the most profit
possible.

In this report you’ll discover how to avoid financial
disappointment or worse, a financial disaster when selling your
home. Using a common-sense approach, you get the straight
facts about what can make or break the sale of your home.

You owe it to yourself to learn how these important tips

will give you the competitive edge to get your home sold fast
and for the most amount of money.

To hear a brief recorded message about how to order your
free copy of this report, call 1-877-617-1275 and enter 1D# 4023.

You can call anytime, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
- www.halton27tips.com

This report is courtesy of Domenic Manchisi, Prudential Town Centre Realty.
Not intended to solicit properties currently listed for sale. Copyright 2005.
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