ﬂair&fgi.ing,”ﬁ;athglie&:
Body Treatments

Blus Springs
CSP“ & Salon

‘9 Mill Street East, Acton
(519) 853-8859
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A Taste of
Acton

saturday, September 24th
10:00am.t105:00 p.m.

Next Saturday, downtown
Acton will be a hub of activity.
Come and join us for 'A Taste Of
Acton’. Merchants will be hosting
sidewalk sales and visit our restau-
rants outdoor patios for a refreshing
drink or lunch!

The first two blocks of Mill
Street will be closed to traffic and
we have lots of off street parking
available. There will be a classic car
show from 11 - 4 and historical
walking tours with restaurant sam-
pling from 2 - 4. Tickets are $10.00
and are available at the Acton BIA
- office, 16 Mill Street East, 519-853-
9555. Tickets will also be available
at Blue Springs Spa & Salon. Space
1s limited so call to reserve your
tickets today. There will be balloons
for the kids, as well as clowns and
face painting. And we will be giv-
ing away potted mums to the first 50
customers of any downtown busi-
ness:

Acton 1s one of the last small
towns in the GTA, so why not come
and experience our small town
charm. In Acton, visitors will find
surprising shops and boutiques.
You can browse in shops specializ-
ing in handmade porcelain dolls,
country giftware, children's special-
ty clothing, leather clothing and fur-
niture. This is a perfect place to start
your search for unique gifts,

antiques, or clothing. Remember,
it's worth the drive to Acton.

Tel: (519) 853-9555
Email: actonbia@aztec-net.com
www.downtown.ca :

GIANT TIGER

YOUR ALL CANADIAN FAMILY DISCOUNT STORE

BY LYN MARSsIsI

This September
marks 20 years at
the Holland Shop

Help us celebrate at our
Open House
September 22, 23, and 24

Plans are in full swing to mark
the occasion. What’s unique about
this on-of-a-kind store in Acton, is
that 1t is “third generation”. The cur-

“rent owner, Carolin Tolkamp, is the

granddaughter of the person who
started 1t all, Engel Huisman.

Let’s go on a trip “down memo-
ry lane” with Carolin.

Spring 1951: Engel and Mary
Huisman arrive in Canada by boat
from Holland, and settle at first in
Orangeville. In those early days,
Engel worked as a “pin boy” at the

local bowling alley. He then wenton  washi

to factory work. In his heart, howev-
er, was a dream. He wanted to start
up a store somehow. He met a lot of
Dutch immigrants, longing for their
homeland, and he knew they would
buy the thmgs they cuuldnt find
here.

From humble beginnings, he
started first by selling peppermints
and licorice at the weekly catechism
meetings held in someone’s home.

on which he
would ride all
over the country-
side in the
.evenings and
Saturdays. In
time, he pur-
chased a small

By November of
that first year, he
recetved his first
shipment by train
with more items
shipped from
Holland. Soon, he
borrowed a bike
with saddlebags,

truck from which
to sell his wares.

One of his
favourite methods
of selling ° the

much sought after
baby clothes and
Dutch cloth dia-
pers was to tuck
them 1n  with
every day items like dishbrushes and
ing soap. This was done
because you just didn’t’ talk about a
woman’s pregnancy.

In due time, the Huisman fami-
ly moved to Acton, and Engel rented
shop space in town. He kept the
delivery route up for a time to deliv-
er product to the countryside. The
store as it is known now as the
Holland Shop 1s actually the second
location. (Engel)Bert was the shop
owner for the longest period, from

] F =i

| Engel at a customer’s house
(Hillsburgh) July 1956

‘helped until they got
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The Holland Shop celehrates

y  “SO MUCH MORE THAHJ’;
#  ADOLLAR STORE”

Dollar
Stretcher Daze

Your every day supply store
...close to home!
Pre-made Lootbags

Helium Balloons, Partware
Large Seasonal Section
Scrap Booking & Much More
8 Main St. N., Acton, ON

(Giant Tiger Plaza)

519) 853-9615
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1955 to 1983. His daugh-
ters, Agnes and Theresa,

married. After, his wife
helped him. Some time
later, Nell Feenstra came
to work for him. Her
daughter-in-law, Joanne
Feenstra started working
while Bert ran the store,
and she is still working to
this day! When Bert
became sick in 1983, his
daughter Theresa, and
her husband Ralph
Fledderus, took over the
store. They ran the store
for seven vyears, after
which time their daughter Carolin

.took over. Carolin has been the

owner for 15 years. Her mother,
Theresa, continued to help her out at
the store for some years, until her
death in 2002.

Carolin 1s proud to provide the
kind of service her customers have
come to expect. She and her employ-
ees make up a smiling team that is
always ready to share the latest bit of
news, give encouragement, or just
make a delicious sandwich. The

Holland Shop is a truly unique phe-

unnwersnry of ’rheur buslness

nomenon ‘in Acton, and if you
haven’t had the pleasure of visiting
it, you would do well to do so soon.

Plenty of FREE Parking and we’re open Mon. - Fri. 9-9, Sat. 8-6 & Sun. 9-6
Mill-Main Plaza, 12 Main Street North, Acton



