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Regions banding together to create viable Ag industry

Continued from page 1

Halton Regional Chair Joyce Savoline
noted that the funding from the province
proves their support for farmers and the
industry and she was clearly pleased to
have been a part of the committee.

“For me, this plan says that now there
are identified actions to how we are going
to work together,” said Savoline. “We'll
work on them one by one, we’re just going
to go for it.”

The 37-point road map, created over
the last four years, acknowledges the
industry’s valuable economic contribution
of $1.3 billion in gross sales and approxi-
mately 35,000 jobs. In support of the plan,
the provincial government has offered
one-time funding of $200,000 to each of
the four regions.

Not only were economic contribu-

tions recognized, but Savoline pointed out
that those in the industry make a heavy
personal contribution as well.

“Farmers work probably double what
any of us work in an ordinary week...we
enjoy the hard work that they put into
their day,” said Savoline.

Although few specifics of the plan
were discussed during the celebration, the
plan was available in print and it reads as
a blueprint for addressing issues in the
areas of economic development, educa-
tion and marketing, land use and account-
ability and responsibility.

The plan also outlines which organi-
zations will be responsible for each of the
action items and just how those actions
will be implemented.

“The action plan that we are launch-
ing today outlines how we intend to pre-
serve what we already have along with a
strategy to grow the GTA agricultural and
food sector for the future,” said
Dombrowsky. ‘

For those representing the agriculture
industry, there was a quiet optimism that
the plan will help create some stability in

the sector and as Dombrowsky suggested,

even help it grow.

“It's a recognition that agriculture will
still be here fifty years from now,” said
Peter Lambrick a director of the Halton
Federation of Agriculture and spokesper-
son for the GTA Federations of Agriculture.

Harry Brander from the Ontario

PHOTO BY PETER C. MCCUSKER
Halton Region Chair Joyce Savoline with
(left to right) David Lyons Peel Region
Councillor Ward 2, Leona Dombrowsky
Minister of Agriculture, Food and Rural
Affairs and John Gerretsen, Minister of
Municipal Affairs and Housing at the Dave
Mason Farm.

Federation of Agriculture also indicated
the plan appears to be good overall. He
sees it as another tool and step in securing
survival for farmers, but he knows the
problems they’re facing are complex.

“The plan gets at viability. If we can get
that straightened out it will certainly help,
but there are other issues,” said Brander.

Trade, taxation, development and the
cultural expectation of space that North
Americans have come to expect were
issues Brander suggested have an effect
on farming.

He also expressed concerns about
concepts such as agri-tourism and it’s
impact on the industry. Too many winer-
ies, for instance and the market could
become flooded, suggested Brander.

“I really wonder what is going to
happen to the core farmer,” he said.
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Let HOME install your next project with
the least amount of inconvenience.
We provide:
» Beautiful new security entrance doors.
« New vinyl windows, custom made,

Professionally Installed
» Window & door systems, life time warran
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Milton Home Hardware
Building Centre
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Call: (905) 878-9222
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™ Trademarks of Woodbine Entertainment Group.

Friday, September 16th, 8 pm
at Mohawk Racetrack!

Two great concerts on the same night on our open air stage, east grandstand!

Mike Stevens and Raymond McLain

Listen to their unique combination of bluegrass and old time country music!

Alysha Brooke
Enjoy an upbeat performance by this up-and-coming local
country music talent!
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MOHAWER RACETRACK
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9430 Gueiph Line, Campbeliville, Ontario LOP 180
1-BBB-675-RACE www WoodbineEmtertainment.com

TRACK HOURS - Live Racing Monday Tuesday Thursday, Friday & Saturday &t 7:20pm
RACEBOOK - Open 7 days a week from flam-f pm
SLOT HOURS - Maon-Wed Sam-3am Thurs-Sun 21, Hours. Subject to change
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