REGIONAL NEWS, NOTES & NEIGHBOURS

The Hrehml of Halton Forest

‘Scarlet Tanager (Piranga olivacea)

n his spring wed-
ding wardrobe,
the Scarlet Tanager is
- breath- takmgly beautiful.
Arguably, it is the most admired of
southern song birds that come to nest in this
north eastern breeding range, including the
deciduous deep woods of Halton region.
Some call this exotic Neotropical
beauty ‘firebird’, perhaps due to its
plumage colouration during deliberate
hops from perch or its fiery look in- flight.
Bright scarlet over most of the body with a
contrasting black on wings and tail, the
mature male in spring and early summer,
is a glowing ball of fire. For those winter-
wary birders in Halton region, Scarlet
Tanagers're-appearance in mid-May and
sighting it, is like a breath of fresh air.
Scarlets’ arrival often coincides with
the leafing out of trees in our area. The
leaves give them cover and also ample
insect food. Newly arrived male is focused
first on establishing a territory. This is
achieved by his far-carrying songs in the
chosen area. To replenish the body deplet-
ed by the long northern migration from the
forests of South America, he devours vast
quantities of caterpillars, moths, beetles
etc, from the foliage and bark. The female
arrives little later to choose a prospective
and most prodigious singer as her partner.
Blazing red, and yet, difficult to see,
this Tanager. The irony is tied in with his
most endearing trait to hide in the upper

..........

canopy where he often stays to feed and to
sing. Hence, this ventriloquist is more

‘often heard than seen. If lucky, the subject

will be pinpointed up there from his
“chip-gurr” notes. Females also evade
observation by perching higher than the
male and also by her sober yellow below,
green above plumage, which blends in
with the colour of leaves of treetops.

The song of the firebird is rhythmic
and cheery like that of the Robin’s but
hoarse and richer in quality. He pours out
this sweet carol from a high perch. Roger
Peterson compared Scarlet Tanager’s song
to that of a Robin’s that has a sore throat.
Another expert heard the Scarlet’s ‘Quirt
queer, querry, quirt, queer’.

In their love rituals, the male droops
his wings with tail up; also his neck

extends exposing his ravishingly brilliant

colour to female who is looking just from
an upper perch. Subsequently, she crouch-

‘es down and flutters her wings to initiate

mating. Sound signals are whistles “chip-
gurr’ ‘sweee’ notes and full songs. Should
he stop singing at this time of pair bond-
ing or even after, she could wander away.
In such a case, the spouse to be, will fly
after her and force her back into his
domain.

First week of June is the nesting time.
Scarlets raise only one brood a year. Nest 1s

a simple saucer on a horizontal branch of

pine or oak tree. She collects stems, rootlet,
grass and sticks from ground and incorpo-
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rates into a nest. Unless feeding his mate
with insects and berries in the nest or out-
side, the telltale male, wearing a danger-
ously conspicuous coat, often stays away.
Incubating three to five eggs is also
done by female. But from nestlings stage
to past fledglings phase, the male takes a
much major role in their care and protec-

tion. He feeds them feverishly until they

can lead an independant life of their own.

Towards the end of July, the breeding sea-

son comes to an end. August: a sudden
stillness in the woods. Male Scarlet’s best
days are behind him now. He is not at all
in a cheery mood for re-starting the
melodies. On the contrary, he stops

singing altogether. The Scarlets have gone
into seclusion and are in for a much phys-
ically taxing post-breeding complete
moult. As writer Hue Halliday once put it
‘a most melancholy month of the whole
year for song birds’, partlcularly with the
Scarlet tanagers.
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In the early stages of moulting, the
male’s once striking colour slowly fades
into a mixture of dull scarlet and yellow.
The female becomes shiny with orange
and yellow. In late summer and fall when
the moult is complete, however, the male
has no traces of scarlet colour in him but in
its place is a subdued olive yellow similar
to that of the female which has an olive
yellow and green. The wings and tail of

‘male are black. Once a fiery personality,

he has dramatically changed into an

‘insignificant character with a retiring look.

Now, the male, female and the young are
hard to tell apart in their travelling dress.

In part of September and October, the
Scarlets tanagers will be undertaking their
long nocturnal migration south to their
winter quarters of South America Flying
south east from here over U.S mainland
and Gulf of Mexico they will continue the
journey deep south into Amazonion forest
of Equador, Peru and Bolivia.
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MOTOR VEHICLE dealers in Ontario MUST be
registered with OMVIC. To verify dealer registration
or seek help with a complaint, .visit
www.omvic.on.ca or 1-800-943-6002. If you're buy-
ing a vehicle privately, don't become a curbsider's
victim. Curbsiders are imposters who pose as pri-
vate individuals, but are actually in the business of

| . : :
selling stolen or damaged vehicles.

FFEANGHISE DISOOVERY COMPUTERS one uf
Canada's fastest growing companies as listed in
Profit Magazine is seeking qualified franchisees in
your area. Low investment, full training, proven

model. Call 519-301-2777  or
www.discoverycomputers.com for details.

visit

E}{CITiNG MDBILE TDOL FRANCHISE - Now You
Have A Choice! Matco Tools offers a complete
Business System: Premium Quality Products,

Financing programs, Franchisee
Programs. Matco's ongoing training means you're
in business for yourself - not by yourself! Call Now
Toll-Free =~ 1-800-368-6651, www.nmtccanada.ca

OWN YOUR OWN STORE - Country Depot,

Support - &

WGHK FHGM HDME OM YOUR CDMF‘UTER
Full or Part Time. No Experience Required. Start

today. Visit our ~ website
W.MyHﬂmePCJah.mm. Code: A1

GET PAID CASH FOR YOUR OPINION from the
comfort of your home! Instant access. Full or part-
time opportunities. No selling required! Visit
www.internetcashsurveys.com Code: ICS08

A+BOOKKEEPING. Professsional service using
latest software. Incredibly accurate processes.
Also, the manpower to bring delinquent books cur-
rent. Accepting all types of businesses. 905-319-
7743, igillis@numbertree.com

NOW.
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EVERYONE'S APPROVED*! Get a loaded MDG
Computer with an Intel P4 3Ghz starting from 99
cents/day. Includes everything you need: 512MB
RAM, FREE Printer/Scanner/Copier, 17" Thin LCD
Monitor, Windows XP (*Call for details/conditions)
Toll-Free 1-800-236-2504.

FREE HEAT! SAFE, RELIABLE, CLEAN, GUAR-

ANTEED! Inov8 patented waste oil furnaces, boil-
ers. C-UL. Designed for Canadian winters. Leasing
available, Call Inov8-Ontario 705-448-9564
inovB@sympatico.ca

NEED A HOME PHONE? LOWEST PRICES! Low
Activation Fees, Low Monthly Fees, Transfer for

*free. No Deposits, Call Us Today! One Stop -

: ". i .Phone Shop 1-866-9-925-925

YDUR LIFE STARTS HEREI Jump start ynur
career with CDI College & graduate in months - not
years! Business, Technology, Health Care & much
more. We have locations throughout Canada &
classes are starting all the time! Call today toll-free
1-800-993-4713.

BE AN INTERIDR DECDHATDR Wlth our great
home-study course. Call today for your FREE
brochure. 1-800-267-1829. www.sheffieldschool.ca
Sheffield School of Interior Design, Ottawa, ON

TrueValue Hardware, V&S Department Store w -

Dealerships available. New & existing locations.
No Franchise Fees - receive Yearly Dividends. Call

TruServ Canada TODAY - 1-800-665-5085
www.truserv.ca

BUSINESS IS BOOMING! Join the Multi Menu
franchise team. Pet food & accessories distribu-
tion. PT/FT. Investment starting at $3,000. Start-up
campaign plus ongoing support & training, no roy-
alties. 1-877-668-5846 / 416-907-8531.

"FRANCHISE OPPORTUNITY - Liberty Tax Service

seeking entrepreneurs to be part of the fastest
growing international tax service EVER! Call Toll-
Free 1-877-902-7089,
www.libertytaxcanada.com

YOUR DOLLAR STORE WITH MORE, Canada's
largest & fastest growing Dollar Store franchise
with over 180 stores is currently offering franchise
opportunities. Franchise information: Toll-Free 1-
866-673-4968, www.dollarstore.ca

BE YOUR OWN BOSS. Earn up to $3,000+ week.
Kennedy Transportation is looking for individuals
who want to start their own trucking business.
Guaranteed work contracts for 1, 3 & 5 ton straight
trucks and Highway Tractor. No experience
required. G licence OK. Financing available. Phone

' 905-501-8779 or Toll-Free 1-888-827-6044.

GET F'AID TO SHGP‘ Jmn the wnrlds ¥arges’t
Mystery Shopping Company today! Flexible, fun &
free to join. Apply now at: www.gapbuster.com/xec

CHOCOLATE SALE !! Deluxe Chocolate. Here's a
great opportunity to make extra money for the sum-
mer. Managers Wanted. For info call toll free 1-

800-383-3589

KELSEY TRAIL TRUCKING needs Leased
Operators, Company Drivers and Independent
Operators to pull flat decks. Canada only. Top rates
paid. Call Michael at 1-800-465-8782.

PHONE DISCONNECTED? Summer Special 1st
month only $13. + hook up. Get reconnected with

Easy Reconnect. We've been saving customers
money for years. Call 1-877-446-5877.

2ND YEAR, 3RD YEAR, Journeyman Welders
required for oilfield fabrication shop, Nisku, Alberta.
Journeyman shop rate $25./hour. Fax (780) 955-
0282 Phone 780-955-0280. Ask for Jeremy
Gorling. t

DEBT STRESS? End the worry. Avoid bankruptcy.
Reduce payments by 30-40% & consolidate into
“one. End those phone calls & achieve peace of

mind! Contact us online: www.mydebtsolu-
tion.com or toll-free: 1-877-556-3500.

WILLIAMSBURG WOODS & GARDENS.
Manufacture great fences & decks from quality
eastern white cedar. Call today for pricing & deliv-
ery. 1-613-543-2666, Fax 1-613-543-4258, email:
ewhitecedar@aol.com

RESTLESS LEGS or leg cramps gone overnight!
Sleep peacefully the first night! Guaranteed.
Information, ordering, call All Calm 1-800-765-8660
or visit www.allcalm.com

FRESH NUTS AND DR[ED FRLIIT whniesale
prices. New crop each’Fall, Great fundraiser. 2005
pricelist early September. Once a year only!

Tollfree: 1-877-639-2767 WWw.ran-

chovignola.com

$$$$ F'AID WEEKLYI Cnmpany needs part-
time/full-time help to process unclaimed bank

accounts. Call 1-866-883-0780, Ext. 113

OLYMEL, Red Deer, Alberta's largest employer is
now hiring FOOD PROCESSING WORKERS.
Starting Salary $10.55/hr Plus Premiums And Earn
As Much As $17.45/hr; Extended Health & Dental
After 3 Months; Free Bus Service Within The City;
NO EXPERIENCE REQUIRED. Please send your
resume’ to; OLYMEL Human Resources 7550 -

- 40th Avenue, Red Deer, Alberta T4N 6R7 Fax:

(403) 309-7547
www.olymel.com

apply@olymel.com,

NOW HIRING. Could you use an extra $100 - $200-

a week? Do you have friends who like to shop?
Join .Canada's premier home party company for our
busiest season and qualify for a FREE product Kit.
Visit www.homeandgiftcollection.com or call
1-866-378-4331 (toll free) to request information.

A-Z Drivers Wanted |
CATTLE HAULERS minimum 1 year experience.
Or AZ Driver with farming background (will train).
Requirements: Clean abstract & CVOR. Call: 1-
800-265-3071 kritchie@hyndman.ca www.hynd-
man.ca

THUCKINGS 'EEST KEPT SECRET' Dur tup
drivers earmned over $85,000. Our drivers earn on
average $62,000 per year. The best new pay pack-
age in the business! Late model equipment, week-
ly home time, family vajues, flexibility. Call now to
ﬁnd out more. 1-800-668-9691 ext. 214. McArthur
Express Inc. Located in Cambridge.

MOHTGAGES FREE 1NFDRMATI’ON !NSTANT
PRE-APPROVALS BY PHONE FOR ALL PROP-
ERTY TYPES. Bank turndowns OK, Bankrupicies
OK, No/Low Income OK. 1st, 2nd, 3rd Morigages,
Construction/Renovations, Debt Consolidations,

Purchases, Refinancing. Easy Low Monthly
Payments. Good/Bad Credit. If you have sufficient
"Equity" .. YOU'RE APPROVED! Servicing
Ontario for over 20 years. CALL Toll-Free: 1-866-
996-8226 - Seven Days a Week "Anytime." New
Haven Mortgage Corporation.

LARGE FUND---Borrowers Wanted. Start saving
hundreds of dollars today! We can easily approve
you by phone. 1st, 2nd or 3rd mortgage money is
available right now. Rates start at Prime. Equity
counts. We don't rely on credit, age or income.
CALL ANYTIME 1-800-814-2578 or 905-361-1153.
Apply online at www.capitaldirect.ca :

4.85% SECOND MORTGAGE TO 90% Equity.
Many Programs available Purchase/Refinance. No
Income Verification Program. Past & Present

Credit Problems Acceptable. Multi-residential, -

Commercial, Industrial. CDN Business Investor
Corp. Finance Manager 1-877-838-3139. Tell a
Friend. '

A BELOW BANK RATE, 1st and 2nd Mortgages,
95% to 100% Financing, Debt Consolidation, No
Income  Verification Plans, Residential,
Commercial,  Industrial. CALL  TODAY
1-800-225-1777, www.homeguardfunding.com

BELOW BANK RATES! $$$ 1st & 2nd mortgages.
Lines of credit. Construction mortgages. 95-100%
financing. No income verification plans. Call Jim
Potter, Homeguard Funding Ltd. Toll-Free 1-866-
403-6639, email: jpotter@homeguardfunding.com

CANADA'S TOP PSYCHICS...Are You Ready to
Believe in Psychics Again? Call Now, You Won't Be

Disappointed!

1-900-451:7070. $2.95/min.
18+ ‘"

Are drugs and alcohol affecting your life?
Information about treatment services is available.
Call the DRUG AND ALCOHOL TREATMENT
INFORMATION LINE (DART) toll-free S
800-565-8603. www.dart.on.ca

Gambling too much? If you or someone you know
has a problem with gambling, call the ONTARIO
PROBLEM GAMBLING HELPLINE (OPGH) toll-

free 1-888-230-3505. www.opgh.on.ca

CRIMINAL RECORD? Seal it with a PARDON!
Need to enter the U.S.? Get a 5 year WAIVER! Call
for a free brochure. Toll-free 1-888-9-PARDON or
905-459-9669.

PAHADISE FOUND - COSTARICA Ocean, Rwer&
Mountain View lots available at predevelopment
prices. Starting from $29,500 USD. Call for a free
brochure 1-800-972-1830

3 WEEK BUILDING SALE! "Rock Bottom Prices!"
25x30 Now $3990. 30x40 $6885. 32x44 $7560.
40x80 $16,600. Others. Ends/accessories option-

al. "Priced to Selll" Pioneer 1-800-668-
5422.
FUTURE ' STEEL BUILDINGS Durable,

Dependable, Pre-engineered, All-Steel Structures.
Custom-made to suit your needs and require-
ments. Factory-Direct affordable prices. Call
1-800-668-8653 ext. 536 for free brochure.

STEEL BUILDINGS selling for balance owed with
Canada stamped drawings. CALL NOW only 3 left
(866) 77-UNION (86466) fur size and price, ask for
Andy :

TIMESHARE RESALES Rn@ Strt::-man - Smﬂe

1979. Buy-Sell-Rent-Exchange. World Wide
Selection. CALL NOW! 1-800-201-0864.

ALL INCLUSIVE HOLIDAYS...Cheapest Airfares
and Package Prices in Canada. Discounted
Cruises, Hotels, Cars. Book online now and Save
www.canadatravels.com or Call TOLL-FREE 1-
800-563-5722.

TIMESHARE RESALES -- 60-80% off Retail! Best
Resorts and Seasons! Call for FREE catalogue! 1-
800-496-5964. Browse online for over 400 world-
wide properties -- www.holiday-
group.com/ocn

GOWALKABOUT TRAVEL Ltd. Downunder Travel
Specialists. We can tailor make your vacation.
Australian owned and operated. Call Dianne 780-
428-3798: toll free 1-877-328-3798; www.gowalka-
bouttravel.com Edmonton, Alberta.

ESKIMU f INUIT CAR‘\J’ING AND F’RINTS pur-
chased for top dollar. Send an email including
details and digital pics (if possible) and | will offer

you the best and most fair price. simong@all-

stream.net

« It's Affordable .+ It's Fast « It's Easy * One Bill Does It All

. Northern Ontario $79 Eastern Ontario $1 40 » Western Ontario $130 « Central Ontario $‘.’ 36 + All Ontario 3395 » Nationa

| Packages Avauablel I z



