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Tips for Hiring a GContractor

hether you're restoring an old house, adding a room or two for a growing family or

V¥ simply getting new storm windows, hiring a competent contractor is crucial for mak-

ing your home-improvement venture a success. But before you hire one, it's a good idea to
do your homework. That way, you can avoid the pitfalls - work left undone, bad communi-
cation, overpaying, and poor or incomplete work — that could arise if you're not cautious

when you hire a contractor.

What a Contractor Does. A general contractor manages and oversees all aspects of the
project. He or she orders supplies and pays suppliers, gets building permits and schedules
permit inspections and, depending on the size of the job, hires and supervises subcontrac-
tors such as plumbers or electricians. Sometimes the contractor provides architecture and

design assistance as well.

Questions to ask a prospective contractor
1. How long have you been in business?
A well-established company usually has
been in business for at least 5 years.
2. Are you licensed? Check with the
Town and Region for the contractor’s licens-

ing requirements and make sure the prospec-

tive contractor is qualified.

3. Do you have insurance? All contrac-
tors must have insurance in order to get per-
mits. (Permits are necessary for even the
most simple jobs, like decks.) If the contrac-
tor asks you to get the permits, it’s possible
that he or she is uninsured. Hiring an unin-
sured contractor spells disaster. There’s a
huge risk that the work won't pass building

- inspections, and you could be held liable if

someone gets hurt on the job or if your prop-
erty is damaged.

4. Will subcontractors be used? If sub-
contractors will be used on your project, ask
to meet them. Make sure they’re licensed and
insured.
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roots grow. The deeper the roots, the more
* 'ﬁdmfug t resastant the turf will be since it
can reach deeper water. Mowing in the
- spring at 2-1/2" and in the summer at 3 is
good for the turf.
Sharp mower blades wﬂi hel as well.

| Not only will the grass blade be able toheal
. faster and fight fungal infection but it
. won’t look brown and shredded either.

' Grass varieties such as P8sennial Rye have
i very strong leaf blades which tend to resist

muwmg unless the blades are sharp. This
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H pmblms with thatch or excessive clip-
to establish. Also, mowing mfrequenﬂy
| will cause the shoot density,
 the number of grass plants per foot, to be
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DUNCAN PHYFE STYLE
7 pc. Dining Set circa 1953, butterfly
extensmn new uphﬂlstery $7OO

In Home Consultations starting at $85.00
In Store Advice Free! (bring samples)

RALPH LAUREN PAINT
SALE STARTING AUG. 1

12 Main St., N., Campbellville

Tel: 905-854-5872
Closed Mondays
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- Try to avoid bagging the grass. Yes, it
mﬂmng often enough, the extra cuttings

won't be a ci‘:arn::ﬂ::-lem If you're not over-fer-
tilizing and over-watering, you won't have

vings. (A symptom of over-water-

mg' is the gmwth of Bent Grass in the lawn.

Bent is a very fine grass ‘which stays brown

_ until late in the spring and smothers itself

under regular mowing conditions.) |
Mow in different patterns each time.

If wery tr.me, }rﬁu Eﬁi]gw the same pattern

lar to the
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etween mnmg “height an& ropet
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_tain level of dama

e and infestation. Most
_importantly, it will just look better. Kee

in mind, if you're ehangmg from your old,

evil ways, it make take some time for the
turf to adjust and start to look its best.
Consider over-seeding with g{nud grass
varieties and topdressing with screened
Eumpnst to speed up the recovery process.
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call LEATHERTOWN LUMBER
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Our services include;

« custom pine furniture & cabinetry

e centuty pine ﬂ@nrmg
. ‘ulh*‘dﬂe & antique mat
. deSIgn & installation

wywvw.hi S.:tutic] umber.ca
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Where we make you feef at home

fnr ¢nmpeﬂtiv& Prices on all your

'ION PROJECTS.

CREATEA DISTINCTIVE
DECK with

The compumte material that =
doesn’t crack, rot or splinter.

Pressure Treated
Rounded

Posts

ROUGH PINE

Great for Board
& Batten 1x12

.99¢Iin. ft.

INSULATION

decor
1al sales

519-853-()008

' Latest Demgns For Your l(n‘chen

For the flmshmg
fouch add a
backsplash to
¢ your kitchen with
- Jerusalem Stone
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WE STOCK
TOP QUALITY
WESTERN RED
CEDAR

Lengths up to 18"

for your home
or cottage

FROI’E 2 4 'gl?ndle

CRAFTERS *“slmlsm | VINYL 3"x5"x8"
PLYWOOD e e LATTICE | Pressure TREATED
. painting
BAITICBIRCH | -97sa-ft. Comg Various Sizes MINI TIES
X B A i b per squ |
Ex s :ﬁ,, g5 55 % e & Colours | 56_99 Sl
5 X 5 112" 39 ea. Cash n Carry PR\CED TO SELL!
WE STOCK — 1 We stock a full line of
PRESSURE SIco | PE LY [ H
TREATED FORMULA 77 senm PAINTS and STAINS
LUMBER Hm “SE ON miss“ni H 36” $2 gg The largest paint
DEC KI NG! mm!n I'H“Bm manufacturers in Canada.

AND LATTICE

*26.99

Choose from 4000
colours.

53.29

48"

WE StocK A FuLL LINE OF PLUMBING & ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES
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FAMILY OWNED AND OPI_E'RATED
519-853-1970
Tor: 416-601-1259 Fax: 519-853-2542

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 7am - 6pm
Sat. 8am - 4pm Closed Sundays

Supplies

264 Main
Street N.
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