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222 Main St. E., Milion
905-878-9501

toll free: 1-888-878-9501

Serving Milton & area for over 30 years

RESIDENTIAL * COMMERCIAL * INDUSTRIAL
re-roofing x new roofs x leak repair '
skylight installation * flat roofs
Ask about our 10 year workmanship guarantee'
At A Competitive & Fair Pricell

“For All Your Roofing Needs”

Emerg'ency Service
Available

Locally Owned ' R p  Fully Insured
& |  MAUGHRAY | - & Bonded

Operated | Free Estimates
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Toll Free 1-888-607-ROOF LA
(7663)

www.samborroofing.com
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REGIONAL NEWS, NOTES & NEIGHBOURS

Low Rise Rental Properties ﬂ!ﬂ' Rewards for Energy Eﬂll:l&llcl llnuratles

By ANN KORNUTA

The Federal government’s home energy efficiency retrofit grant is now extended tc
rental properties. Previously, only owner occupied and unsubsidized residences could be
rewarded for improving their efficiency through the EnerGuide for Houses (EGH). Ignored
was rental housing stock where enérgy demand and CO2 emissions can be reduced.

“Property owners, as well as private homepwners, will now be able to get more for their
renovation dollar,” Minister for Natural Resources Canada John Efford announced on June
23rd. ' '

“Providing incentives for the improvement of rental properties encourages urban
renewal, keeping neighbourhoods vibrant. Plus, reducing the dollars leaving our region tc
pay for energy means more money is available to fuel local economies,” says Don Eaton,
Executive Director of the Elora Center for Environmental Excellence, originator of the REEF
program.

Property owners can use the services of the Halton Residential Energy Efficiency Project
to establish a baseline EGH rating, perform upgrades, get the follow up rating and apply for
a grant. That grant is based on the degree of improvement in efficiency from the pre and
post-retrofit ratings.

Assisted housing operators are not eligible for the retrofit grant, but can be reimbursed
for EGH evaluations preformed at $100 per dwelling and up to $50,000 in total. Upgrades
include installing ENERGY STAR quahﬁed high efficiency fumaces with a direct incentive
back up to $100 per unit.

The benefits will be savings on mﬂnthly energy bills, protection of the environment,
economy and taking action on the climate change.
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he scourge of the backyard barbeque and happy hour on the deck are insects com-
monly called 'beer bugs' or sometimes 'picnic bugs'. These pests seem to love beer and
other beverages and happily dive bomb into waiting glasses. Beer bugs are small beetles
belonging to a larger group called Sap Beetles. These beetles feed on a wide variety of fruits
and vegetables and can cause severe damage to crops when numbers are high.

Beer bugs are about 5-8 mm (1/4 inch) long, dark in colour with two noticeable yellow
spots on each wing cover. For such a small beetle, it has the improbable name of
Glischrochilus quadrisignatus; try throwing that name out at the dinner table. They do not
appear to be strong fliers as they often crash land on dinner plates or into wine glasses, but
research has shown that the beetles can be attracted for up to 300 meters by odours from
food sources. Adult beetles usually start appearing in mid June and peak in numbers
between mid-July and early August. Food preferences include raspberries, strawberries,
tomatoes and sweet corn. Ripe fruit that has cracks or damage from birds and other insects
is often targeted.

Country homes that are surrounded by corn fields often have a bigger problem with
beer bugs than houses in town. In the spring, the over-wintering females will deposit eggs
in decomposing ears of corn left over from the previous fall. Once the life cycle is complet-
ed, newly emerged adults will seek out immature sweet corn. Damaged ears of corn can
have 200-400 beetles per ear, one count found 3761 beetles on a single ear of corn.

\ Since beer bugs are primarily
an agricultural pest, control is diffi-
cult around the house. The best
method is to make up traps that
e SEASONAL PROGRAMS will attract the beetles and place
« OUTDOOR EVENTS them away from where you will be
sitting. Use traps such as those
* TREE PESTS designed for fruit flies or wasps.

Many different types of baits
will work, but some ‘that have
proven effective include fresh beer,
sliced bananas which may be good
for up to a week, and 2 day old
sliced immature sweet corn (it is
not nearly as effective when freshly
sliced). Beer has to be replenished

HCAI.I. DR- BUG” daily (whether for the beetles or

www.drbug.ca researchers I'm not sure). Make

905.877.7014 e i

enough away to avoid attracting

_ the beetles to where you are sitting.
SERVING HALTON SINCE 1981 Roll out... those days of soda

and pretzels and beer bugs.

* wrban pest control Itd.

R.R.3 Georgetown, ON L7G 456
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