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REGIONAL NEWS, NOTES & NEIGHBOURS

2006 budget directions set by
Regional Council

Developing the budget takes a course of six months. It starts with the budget directions When it comes to handy-
and from there all of the departments prepare their budgets. During September to October

. _ Iggets. ;i man projects, there’s no
there are internal reviews and then the budget gets printed in mid November. In December

there are budget deliberations and then it is presented to council for approval. JOb too small. Our experts

“The Budget Directions guideline is based on known pressures and economic condi- will install a faucet,
tions, and reflects increased costs and legislative requirements,” said Savoline. “There is a

lot of work to do before the 2006 Budget is approved in December, and Regional Council will I eplace a hot water tank

once again be looking to balance service levels that uphold our quality of life against any or hang a ]igh{ fixture.
increases. Residents have told us that they are very satisfied with the services and service

levels they receive, so this becomes the yardstick for maintaining our commitment to be fis- Check your local Home
cally responsible and transparent in our budget deliberations,” she said. store for a list of

: _— ot ices.
Harper's constructive visit to Haiton L

By DONNA DANIELLI

Sﬁxall
rojects

Continued on page 3

It was a lightening quick visit but Conservative leader Stephen Harper stopped by Halton
as part of h]S countrywide tour last week. “We're trying to get a better idea of some of
the local issues,” said Harper of the visit, which saw him learning to use a skill saw and work

‘with drywall. The visit took place on a Mattamy Homes construction site in North Oakville,
a location that local

Conservative candidate Garth
Turner explained was more
than fitting. “We want to draw

Inno\ atn el

attention to the issue of afford- 1

able hﬂusing!” Said TUI‘I‘IEI‘, Ccit- .Fb RLONG COLLINS FIWATRICK |

ing concerns that increasing LAWYERS -

mortgage rates and the green- _

belt legislation would result in MILTON'S LARGEST LAW FIRM

more expensive housing. « Real Estate « Business Law '
« Wills & Estales + Landiord & Tenant
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Halton Conservative candi-
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Harper on a Mattamy con-
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‘This Is the first in a three part instalment on agriculture

L ar, Canada’s 230,000 farms generated $3.5 billion in profit on $36 5 bﬁhﬂn m
.- Whﬂeﬁm’ gimme this may seem like a healthy business, this is a sectar in __;:f_
5] ' ion in net income, or profit, divided amongst 230,000 farms is an avera'ge‘ PI' t:"
$15,000 per f_arm These numbers are even worse when yﬂu reahza that _mgﬁt farme “'
ers make ma jor investments in their farm businesses, and fnr many _f. he return on i
1&55 than what a GIC would return. No wonder many farmers ¢ ﬂ_ en hav
yﬁars agﬂ, in 1974, Canada’s farmmg sector generated $3.8 bllhﬂn m
58 8 billion in sales (in 1974 dollars). In 2004 dollars that would be $15&§!3;% 10 -
535.7 bil _‘;_ﬁjff'_’_j’_"';f' ',in sales. In other words, last year, farmers made only 1/
30 years ago, and last year was the best in the last five for Canadian far
sme during the last thirty years has occurred despite the increase in pop _
 million, and despite the per capita growth in the economy. .
;_;ﬁ , at a macro-economic level, Canada’s agricultural pﬂhcy isn’ vt wa:;_ king.
lowever, the one sector of agriculture that is working is that part under _supply managg—_
t, mtraduced by Eugene Whalen in the early 1970s. Milk, eggs, chw kens, turkey
atching eggs are all under supply management in Canada. - .
. ;f"f'";;iﬁi;'.ﬁupply management is a system where the market is managed bj,f guvemmentx_:m;fﬂ
trols. The three essential pillars of this system are production quotas, pricing controls gnﬁ :
impor! Cﬂntrﬂls Supply management is like a three-legged stool. Knock one af the
'§Iegs out, and the whole system fails to work. i
1 support supply management because supply management works. Cmumﬁmﬁ a
'ﬂumnﬂus basket of high-quality products that are among the least expensive in the w i
'produced by their friends and neighbours. Governments have not had to spend btﬁmm to

‘bail out Euppi}r managed markets, like we have had to do for agriculture in free-trade mar-

.......

. Small class sizes (Avemﬂe l 5 .students )
e Challenging academic programme with excellent results

e Individual attention in a nurturing environment
» Emphasis on the Arts, Physical Education &
Communication Skills
kets, since supply managed markets are insulated from disruptive trade shocks. Fmally, it ® Offf & vocal music programmes, § uitar ( Gr. 5-8 )

‘allows the hard-working family farm to receive their fair share of the supermarket pnce_@:l
. and make a decent living and a stable income.
 Unfortunately, there are two big threats to supply management. First, the fecle;'al gai{nﬁf
-ﬂmment has been using over quota tariffs (i.e. import controls) as a bargaining s:l'up at the
-WTO to win concessions in other trade areas; in other words, they are threatenmg ane; Gf
the three pillars of supply management. Governments should never play one sector of agri-

. C aring, committed teachers * Busing available
C‘llltul'E off of another, but that is exactly what this government is doing, Second, there m

mphﬁles that allow food manufacturers to avoid the over quota tariffs (import controls) by

agement by closing these loopholes. In Wellington-Halton Hills, we have hundr s

is .hreatemng their very survival. Sat. Aug. 13 & Sun. Aug. 14, 1-3 pm / Wed. Aug 17, 6-8 pm
armers.

j_ using blends to formulate their products using imported milk, eggs, chicken, and turkeys,i P [ eSCh OOI t 0 Gf ade
~ Supply management is one of the only bright spotsin agrlculture and this gﬁ?ﬁﬂime;ﬁ% C | " now f or a tour:
We i:an bg reached at chongm@parl.gc.ca or at (866) 878 5556.

* Before and after school programs

instead of using Canadian products. This governmentyas failed to protect supply m OPEN HOUSE D ATES:
farms that rely on supply management, and this government’s inaction on these twau fwnts
5 to dﬂ mure to protect a system that works so well for cunﬂumers, gﬂvemfnemaf-“
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