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Town employees learn firefighting the hard way |

By DoNNA DANIELLI

It may have begun as an ordinary workday, but it quickly turned into something alto-
gether different for a crew of Town of Milton employees. Last week’s rash of grass fires,
ranging along the railway tracks south of the 401 from Guelph Line to Trafalgar Road, sig-
nificantly stretched the resources of the Milton Fire Department. Help was drawn from
neighbouring fire departments in Puslinch, Halton Hills, Oakville, Burlington, Cambridge
and Mississauga, as well as from local Town staff. It is believed that the fires were caused by
sparks from an east bound train at 10:30 am on Thursday July 14.

Town employee Alex Frank, along with crew supervisor Todd Robinson and crewmates
Adam Guay and Ron Massey had just travelled down Tremaine Road when they received a
radio call for help. “They asked us on the radio of we had brooms,” recalls Alex, whose crew E "’
sped to the fire blazing between Tremaine Road and Kelso Conservation Area. Fellow Town S
employees Dave Dingman and Dan Breckon met the crew, directing them along an access
road, to the thick of the fire. “We were lucky we got there when we did,” says Alex of the _

site, which was witness to one large blaze and numerous smaller ones. “It was as hot as you ' n |

can possibly imagine. We ran to one of the smaller fires each and we used brooms and shov- " Safety Checks « Hidden Hi
els. I only had a broom, so I just beat it until it went out.” .- J —s J Exjdhuahu'slt itch

A careful eye had to be kept on the smaller fires as they tended to re-ignite unexpect- A J | : i
edly, but it was an unanticipated brush with gravity that nearly played havoc with Alex. | J 2/4 Wheel Alignment Suspension Service
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Spying a small _fire at the bottom of a thI he grabbed his broom and was head!;ed down, J COdl’ﬂg System Service J Tire Rotation & Balancing
when his feet slipped from underneath him. “I fell and thought ‘Oh crap, 'm going to fall " Enqi « General Tires |
into the ashes and the fire’ “. A quick acting firefighter lent a helping hand, saving the eigh- | | ngines : e : ‘
teen year old from the dangerous situation. v Quaker State Oil, Lube & v Transmissions & Service

Still, Alex looks back on his brief career fighting fires as a p::‘:-sitivfe experience. “Itwasa | | Fram Oil Filters J Electrical i
huge rush. We had so much energy, and when we were done, we felt so good. It was an | : : S
amgazing experience for all of u%y Equally impressive for Alex were the sentiments | | " Computer Analy SIS ’, Air COHdﬂlOﬂfﬂg IVE
expressed by one of the firefighters, grateful for the helping hands. “He said the thing about | | J Tune UPS J Shocks & Stmts * A ited T
a small town is seeing Town employees and firefighters helping each other.” | 2 gﬁfsa“ Facﬁﬁ;

5 T d:_- RO i e i :| -
T T e

Aute +epairs 4 [ire Centre

390 Ontario St. N., Unit # 1, Milton

HRS: Mon. - Thurs. 7-6
Fri. 7-5:30, Sat. 8-12
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D1 What You
Need to Know About
Your House, Your
Home Loan and Taxes

MILTON - Divorce is rarely easy and often means a lot of diffi-

cult decisions. One of the most important decisions is what to do about
the house.
In the midst of the heavy emotional and financial turmoil, what you need
most is some non-emotional, straightforward, specific information and
answers. Once you know how a divorce affects your home, your mortgage
and taxes, critical decisions are easier. Neutral, third party information
can help you make logical, rather than emotional, decisions.

Probably the first decision is whether you want to continue living
in the house. Will the familiar surroundings bring you comfort and emo-
tional security, or unpleasant memories? Do you want to minimize
change by staying where you are, or sell your home and move to a new
place that offers a new start?

Only you can answer those questions, but there will almost cer-
tainly be some financial repercussions to your decision process. What can
you afford? Can you manage the old house on your new budget? Is refi-
nancing possible? Or is it better to sell and buy? How much house can
you buy on your new budget?

To help you know what questions you should ask and how to
Farmers, lan Reid, arrive at the right answer for your specific situation, a FREE special report
Senior and Junior, has been prepared by industry experts entitled "Divorce: What You Need
peer into the 16 Mile | to Know About Your House, Your Home Loan and Taxes".

Creek as they Hill up To hear a brief recorded message about how to order your free
S e B copy of this report, call 1-877-617-1275 and enter ID# 4009. You can call

Reid f Kilmak _
qulrnf D: wmk:;:uuﬁ: anytime, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Call now to find out how to make

ferried water back and |  this part of your current situation less stressful.

forth for hours refilling | .
Milton’s Pumper #21. This report is courtesy of Domenic Manchisi, Prudential Town Centre Realty.
The Reids lost a run-in Not intended to solicit properties currently listed for sale. Copyright 2005.

shed to the fires. | R A N = e s

“Men with Brooms”

Pictured right are firefighters Jacob
Evans (left) of Milton, Pumper #21
and Rob Frosch of Puslinch Pumper
#31, the pumpers kept firefighters
along the railway tracks supplied
with water to fight the many fires
burning.




