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BY ROBERT CAMERON

Ticks and Lyme disease

Out serviees include:
« custom pine furniture & cabinetry

he blacklegged tick is the primary vector of Lyme disease in Ontario. This tick was first
identified on a human in Ontario in 1904. They are widely distributed, having been
found in over 600 locations throughout the province.

Blacklegged ticks feed on both birds and over 50 species of mammals, including mice, a Centuﬁ" pinc ﬂﬂ{) nng *ﬂt COr
raccoons, rabbits, cats, dogs and humans. Ticks, like many parasites, have complex life ® 5::11?11%&‘3 & antuquc mate¥ial sales

cycles. From the egg, they pass through larval, nymphal and adult stages. Théy require a e desion & installation
blood meal at each stage after they hatch from the egg. Their life cycle can be completed in %
2 to 4 years depending on availability of hosts. Larval ticks are pinhead in size while female T

adults are 2-3mm when unfed and up to 10mm when fully engorged. They are orangish www. historiclu mber.ca 519.853-000 8
brown in colour with dark legs, but when fully engorged with blood, are dark reddish - e
brown.

Ticks are not very mobile and will wait for hosts as they pass by. They do this by climb-
ing up grass and shrubs along trails frequented by animals and climbing on as e IO HALTON TURF & TRACTORS, INC.
pass by. They will also be found in the nest of small animals and birds. Birds can carry both
i mmature ticks and the bacteria that cause Lyme disease. Migrating birds are able to carry
both over long distances. When ticks bite, they anaesthetize the area so that the host does not
feel the bite. Their mouthparts have backwards pointing barbs that makes them difficult to
remove once inserted. | _

Lyme disease was named after the town of Lyme, Connecticut where it was first identi- ———
fied. It is a bacterial disease that can infect humans, wildlife and domestic animals. There JOHN DEERE
have been over 294 cases reported in Ontario. It is the most commonly reported insect-borne NOTHING RUNS LIKE A DEERE™
illness in North America. Lyme disease has a variety of symptoms that can make it hard to
identify. Early symptoms may occur after 3-30 days. A common sign is a ‘bulls-eye’ like rash
around the site of the bite. Some of the more serious late stage symptoms include arthritic, |
cardiac and neurological conditions. When caught in the early stages, Lyme disease is cur- 790 w/loader & rotary cutter
able, therefore, it is important to take any tick bite seriously.

Prevention of tick bites is similar to mosquito bite prevention. Wear loose fitting, long-
sleeved shirts and long pants. Tuck pant legs into socks. Light coloured clothing will make
the dark ticks easier to spot. Use a good repellent such as a DEET based product on exposed
skin and/or clothing. If you do outdoor activities, try to check if ticks and Lyme disease are
known to occur in that area. Following hikes do a tick check of your skin and clothing.
Preferred areas are folds of skin, the back of the neck, armpits and groin. Check pets care- |
fully if they are in tick infested
areas. Wash clothing or put them
through the clothes dryer. It is rec- -
ommended that you have your e SEASONAL PROGRAMS
doctor remove a biting tick. If you
try it yourself, use fine-pointed * OUTDOOR EVENTS
tweezers and grasp the tick as close e TREE PESTS
to the skin as possible and pull

straight back. Do not twist or B

ez e o e homs, | Yrban pest control Jid. | © HALTON TURF & TRACTORS, INC.
Apply an antiseptic to the bite area o = | mm,_j 15 STEELES A\ﬁl E%mos';r (AT BRONTE)
after. Watch for symptoms for 2 to | Turf & Tractors L

i i el { RESIDENTIAL SPECIALISTS ) Turf & Tractors 08 FI8212

There are numerous sources of ”CA“_ DR. BUG”

information on ticks and Lyme dis- www.drbug.ca
ease. The Lyme  Disease

Association of Ontario is located in 9 0 5 2 8 7 7- 7 0 ] 4
Fergus and has very good and
helpful information. You can find SERVING HALTON SINCE 1981

them on line or call [519] 843-3646.

Pricas are sqted ratail prices anly and are subject ta change without notice & any tima. Dealer may sell for less. Taxes, setup, delivary, fraight snd preparation
charges not mcluded. Anﬂlrmam iﬁ mmm separately, See dealer for datails. John Duare's green and yollow golot sehame, go leaping dear symbol,
and JOWN DEERE are trademarks of Daere & Company ]
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SUMER SALE - STARTS CADA DAY! 7429 Fifth Line, Milton
30% Off All Plant Materials including - RiEhtettheeastang or i T
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- on your deck, patio, porch, front walk... i | . *
. Perennials — fabulous selection of traditional favourites and exot- f i ; i
ic and unusual perennials, for every corner of your garden - wan [g
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. Baskets & Containers — in full bloom for instant, lasting colour Hf}w.dtfm_/ | ]‘m {;mﬂ 7 .
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. Shrubs & Trees — evergreen or deciduous, dwarf to full size, ] i W
flowering, variegated and more! <ioiy .
ome Early for the Best Selection!!
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