REGIONAL NEWS, NOTES & NEIGHBOURS

Farmers are stumped by tree cutting by-law

he Region’s draft tree by-law has pro-

duced what might yet become an
uneasy alliance between Halton’s rural and
urban interests, created during a public infor-
mation session held in Milton on April 28.

The session, designed to provide infor-
mation about the new by-law, was heavily
loaded with those from rural areas, interest-
ed in how the by-law will affect their prop-
erties and their livelihoods.

“Unfortunately, at this point we are not
able to support it,” said Jamie Fisher of the
Halton Agricultural Advisory Committee
(HAAC). “We oppose any by-law that
restricts our own use.”

“Q0 PERCENT OF TREE COVERAGE IS IN THE
HANDS OF PRIVATE OWNERS,”

Fisher said that his group agreed to give
up rights to make the by-law effective and
were expecting to be thanked for their sacri-
fice, not saddled with additional restrictions.

The few in attendance from urban areas
had interests that appeared to be at odds
with the urban group, since they are pushing
for a by-law that is, in fact, more restrictive
and it remains to be seen if their combined
efforts will bear fruit.

The focus of both contingents was a duo
of presentations given by the Region. The
first, given by Paul Attack, outlined the
revised draft on environmental impact
assessment (EIA) guidelines.

According to Attack, these guidelines
are intended to identify natural features and
assess potential impacts to the environment.
They are currently up for review, having
been unchanged since 1979.

- “AnEIA is not something that the aver-
age resident would be involved in,” said
' Attack, clarifying that they would be used
‘mostly by consultants working with devel-
_Opers and would be needed as an example,
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Manager of Long Range Planning for the Region,
Ho Wong, who pointed out that the Region con-
siders forest to be an important resource.
“Most of the people say Halton 1s pretty
and that's partly because of the trees,” he said.
Forest covers about 23 percent of

Halton’s land area with 41 percent about the
Niagara Escarpment and 12 percent below,

buying the plan though and became incensed
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making Halton a unique environment. Ho
also acknowledged an issue at the heart of
the matter for rural residents.

“90 percent of tree coverage is in the
hands of private owners,” he said.

The Region’s role however, is to strike a
balance between a number of interests
including meeting the environment objec-
tives of the official plan, forests as a renew-
able resource and the property rights of
landowners to use and enjoy their property.

The new by-law is intended primarily to
prevent clear-cutting which is often done as a
prelude to development. It is also intended to
promote good forestry practices and to protect
trees as a part of the natural heritage system.

This by-law will apply to areas desig-
nated Greenland or woodlands/woodlots .5
hectares or larger. An area is designated a
woodlot or woodland based on the number
and size of the trees. For instance, if there are
more than 500 trees in a hectare and they are
larger that 12 cm in diameter, the area would
receive this designation.

“IT"s ABOMINABLE THAT THESE PERPETRATORS
ARE EXEMPT BUT FARMERS ARE NOT,”

Residents will need a permit to cut trees
only when operating outside what has been
deemed as Own Use, Normal Farm Practice
or Harvesting under a Forestry Management
Plan.

Permits, for the most part will be
restricted to those harvesting and there will
be no charge for this permit. There will be a
$500 application fee for a Special Council
Permit for those seeking to remove trees out-
side the provided designations. Council will
approve or deny these applications and the
decisions can be appealed through the
Ontario Municipal Board (OMB).

Some members of the community weren'’t
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law and there were claims that groups such as
Conservation Halton would also be exempt.
“It’s abominable that these perpetrators
are exempt but farmers are not,” said an agi-
tated Lievent Gaevart.
 Ho disagreed and pointed out that according
to the Region’s legal team Conservation Halton
would not be exempt but agreed to revisit the
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| tions network offering direct connection services and related products for residential, industrial and commer-
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issue.

Al Pilutti, a Glen Williams resident was
concerned about the by-law and he felt it
should exclude certain tree species such as
Poplar, Manitoba Maple, Ironwood and
Willow as they are typically considered nui-
sance species.

“If they need a by-law, they must use
some common sense,” he said.

The next public hearing will be on May
28 at 9 am in the auditorium at the Regional
Centre. Written comments are welcomed
and will be received up to June 3. The by-
law will go before the Public Planning and
Works Committee on June 15 and then

before Regional Council on June 22. _ _
For more information about the draft CHIROPRACTORS w#t
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website at www.region.halton.on.ca.

It's Safe to Plant Perennials Now!

» Winter Hardy * Over 5,000 varities
e Grown in Clay (same as your garden)
- Display gardens to view
- Wider Range of Winter Hardy Perennials

than any other nursery in the warld
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HALTON HILL

Working Together Working for You!

| |

HALTON HILLS FIBRE OPTICS INC.
BOARD DIRECTOR

The Town of Halton Hills, a shareholder of Halton Hills Hydro Inc. and its subsidiaries, is inviting applications
for an appointment to the Board of Directors of Halton Hills Fibre Optics Inc.

| Halton Hills Fibre Optics Inc., located in Acton, is responsible for a fibre optics and wireless telecommunica-

cial use.

Persons interested in being a Director will have knowledge of corporate affairs at a senior level, ur}derstand
the concepts of financial management, and have experience in managing in a private business environment.

LAWYERS Experience in the telecommunications industry as well as exper.ience‘ on a Bna"rd qftDiftehct;rs wuulfl tbe- 311
f . 1 asset. but is not mandatory. Applicants must ensure that no conflict of interest will exist with this appointment.
- MILTON'S LARGEST LAW FIRM Please forward your resume, in confidence, prior to Friday, May 13, 2005, to:
|+ Real Estate + Business Law b bart Austin |
F L Wills & Estates + Landlord & Tenant | | Chief Administrative Officer .
- 1+ Corp. & Commercial Law * Appeals to the Court of Appeal Town of Halton Hills
+» Civil Litigation, Criminal  + Referrals of difficult cases 1 Halton Hills Drive
|+ Family & Matrimonial - from other lawyers Halton Hills, Ontario

L7G 5G2
Fax: 905-873-2267 |
Personal information is collected under the authority of the Municipal Act, 2001 (S.0.2001, ¢.25) and will be used to select
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- : - a candidate.
el g A 1 Halton Hills Dr., Halton Hills, ON L7G 5G2
905.878.8 1 23 Tel.: 905-873-2600 * Fax: 905-873-2347
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GET GARDENING Rightatthel:aster:d of Main Street |
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. Prenare vour garden, digging in new soil, compost and nutrients | G 5
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. Come choose your hardy perennials from our fabulous selection  § } gg/ /E! |
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. Purchase & plant new trees & shrubs so they get a head start
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| Rt R . «Select decorative pots & garden accents for your patio or f
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905-876-4100 _...

¥ Saturday: 9-7 * Sunday: 10-5
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