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Region
still AAA

Moody’s joins S & P in giving
highest grade possible to
Region

By STEPHEN BAKER

Ii \or two years running the Region
of Halton has been awarded the

prestigious AAA rating by the world’s
two most important rating agencies,
Moody’s and Standard & Poor’s. The
AAA rating is the highest credit rating
available to any issuer of long-term
debt in North America and qualifies
the Region’s debt instruments as being
legal for purchase by any investment
fund or government agency.

*MOODY'S REMAINS CONFIDENT THAT
THE PRUDENT CONTROL DEMONSTRATED
iN EECENT YEARS WILL CONTINUE AND
BOTH DEBT LEVFLS AND DEBT SERVICE
_COSIS W "

(ILL REMAIN MANAGEAL

Standard & Poor’s Ra ting Services
stated that Halton Region was one of
only seven Canadian municipalities to
receive an AAA credit rating from
them in 2004. Achieving and retaining
an AAA credit rating from these two
agencies has allowed Halton Region,
the City of Burlington and Towns of
Halton Hills, Milton and Oakville to
borrow funds at the lowest possible
interest rates.

“As always, sound fiscal policies
and a strong local economy are to
thank for these top ratings,” said
Regional Chairman Joyce Savoline.
“The reaffirmation of our AAA credit
rating from these agencies helps to
position us to successfully manage
future challenges, while ensuring the
health and safety of Halton residents.
The report from Standard & Poor’s, in
particular, clearly shows Halton
Region as a leading Canadian munici-
pality in terms of the way we effective-
ly manage our resources, and reflects
the stability and strong financial man-
agement of our local municipalities.”

According to Moody’s Investor
Service, Halton Region recorded posi-
tive results despite pressures on both its
operating and capital budgets, which
include increases to the police serviees
budget, the opening of two new long-
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‘The long and winding roa

By DonnNA DANIELL

trategically located within Central Ontario, the Greater Golden

Horseshoe is predicted to grow by almost four million people by
the year 2031. Approximately 75 percent of this growth is projected to
occur between the Greater Toronto Area (GTA) and Hamilton, result-
ing in greater levels of local and interregional transit demands.

In the wake of the publicly decried Mid Penninsula Highway pro-
posal, the Ontario Ministry of Transportation (MTO) has embarked on
a new, expanded set of studies for a Niagara to GTA Corridor.

First on the MTO agenda though, is the development of the Terms
of Reference (ToR) for the study. “People wanted a full Environmental
Assessment that would look at other forms of transportation,”
explained Will MacKenzie, MTO Information Officer at a recent Public
Information Centre (PIC) held by the MTO in Milton. “The Terms of
Reference will describe how we do the Environmental Assessment. It
lays out the criteria to ensure that everything is laid out properly.”

Some attendees at the PIC were quick to express their disappointment
at the lack of any details on proposed transportation options within the
study. “What I'm seeing here is a lot of smoke and mirrors with no defi-
nite route,” complained Campbellville resident Kevin Brackley. Robert
Beyette, also of Campbellville was quick to concur, adding, “We haven't
qualified or quantified the problem, yet we're trying to impose solutions.
How can you propose solutions if we haven’t agreed on the problem?”

MTO staff at the PIC however, argued that the purpose of the PIC
was to provide a forum into the draft Terms of Reference and nothing
more at this point in time, as the MTO is not yet beyond that stage of the
process. “You have to look ahead as to what will be required to meet the

needs of the citizens so they have adequate transportation,” explained
Will Mackenzie. “There is not going to be one simple answer. Even now,
we are looking at a concept or a series of concepts. What they will look
like, we have no idea until we complete the process and we can’t even
begin the process without the approved Terms of Reference.”

Milton Councillor Wendy Schau was particularly pleased with the
“we’re not here to push for a highway” approach expressed by Mr.
MacKenzie and his cmlleagues. “I would like the highway to be the last
option they consider,” said Councillor Schau. “We need to really look

at the use of rail and other forms of transit before we build a highway.”

Copies of the draft Terms of Reference are available on the project
website at www.niagara-gta.com, as well as being available at all
libraries and main local and regional municipal offices within Halton.
‘More information is also available by calling MTO Project Coordinator
John Slobodzian at 905-704-2204. The deadline for public input in the
draft Terms of Reference is May 6, 2005.
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Meadowtowne Realty

Independently Owned and Operated, Broker

- 388 Main St. E., MiLTON
. 905-878-8101
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NO HOME TOO HUMBLE! NO HOME TOO GRAND!

Top 1% in Canada’
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division! 3+1-bdrm character home with numerous
updates. Gas firepl in sunny fam rm off spacious efin
kitchen with 2 walkouts, 1 to verandah, 1 to interlock
patio with pergola. Main flr master suite: ens wisep show-

VIRGINIA
Brazeau, R.N.”

OLD MEETS NEW! Renovated character home w/ 2nd
storey addition. Sunny ceramic elin kit off fam rm w/ pic
window, ceramic fir & wiout to expansive deck o/looking

yard (fenced for pets) & surrounding countryside.
Updated ceramic bathrms, 1 w/ skylt. Fantastic location

in rural N. Burlington!

er, private study w/ gas firepl. 12 mins to 401/Miiton!

FT! 22x14' kit w/ opens to both brkfst rm & 23*.:23 fam rm
w/ stone firepl & wiout to verandah. Oversized master w/
ens, gas firepl. Stone firepl in liv rm. Det garage/barn w/
stalls. Fenced fields, Escarpment views, pond! Picturesque |
3 rural N. Burlington! =
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