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If you ate today, thank a farmer

Continued from page 1

About $1.7 billion
over five years, according
to Steve Peters, Minister of
Agriculture and Food
(AFP) who also attended
the rally and was empha-
sizing the government’s
signing of the Agricultural
Policy Frame Work which
he touted as a long-term
investment.

The AFP was signed
in December of 2003 and is
a five-pillar program with
federal cost sharing and is
designed to help those in
the agri-business in terms of risk manage-
ment, environment, food safety and quality
and science.

But Howard Hampton, leader of the
New Democratic Party
was seemingly in agree- “NEITHER THE MCGUINTY
ment with farmers interms  GoverRNMENT IN ONTARIO, NOR
of what needs to happen. 1z MARTIN GOVERNMENT IN
for Ontario farmers. OTTAWA
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Neither the SAID HAMPTON,

McGuinty government in
Ontario, nor the Martin
government in Ottawa have a plan for agri-
culture,” said Hampton.

Quebec and other provinces that have
plans to ensure the viability and sustainabil-
ity of farming, said Hampton who also
claims that the Canadian Agricultural
Income Stabilization Program (CAIS) is
actually aimed at exiting farmers from farm-
ing.

Peters pointed out that Quebec made a
decision to take the direction it did in terms
of agriculture, over thirty years ago.

“It's very easy, once you have a pro-
gram in place to maintain that,” said Peters.
“The challenge is to try to come up with new
programs.”

plan, they also want a politician to champi-
on their industry.

Bonnett says farmers need a minister
who believes in them and will stand up for
what they need. ‘

“We need a government in partnership |
with farmers, not fighting against them,” he
said.

Peters thinks that what is needed is a
better deal between the federal and provin-

" The growth of
Cyber-BuIlylng
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Both Oxley and Taylor cite the prevail-
ing wisdom when it comes to bullying in all |
its forms.

It’s not just a right of passage; it's not
kids just being kids. Parents and society at
large must buy into changing mores.

The awareness stage is where we're at
in terms of society,; says Taylor and once we R
accept that bullying is not acceptable, we'll | ™
be more open to change. |

“Are we realistic in saying that we're
going to stmp bullying mmpletely I don't
think so,” says Tayl:}r “But there can be a
change of perception.”

For more information on cyber-bully-
ing, try the websites www.cyberbullying.ca
or www.cyber-safety.com.

GREAT LAKES
LANDSCAPE
ConTRACTORS INC.

OMTSTANDING QUALITY SINCE 1978

6 Rooms of Canadian Made
| Gifts and Home Accents

B flagstone & interlmﬁng brick

« decks of distinction
» landscape design & consultation
» rural estate management

« small woodlot management

» lawn & garden sprinkler systems
» pruning & hedge trimming

« tree & shrub planting
» ponds & waterfalls

* spring clean-up

» outdoor lighting

cial government and took

advantage of the rally to

press the funding issue.
From an agricultural

perspective said Peters, 27

percent of the GDP in agri-
culture is from Ontario and
46 percent of the agricul-
ture; agri-food and bever-
age industry 1is from
Ontario.

“That’s part of my
message going to Ottawa
today, we need to make
sure that Ontario gets it's
fair share of dollars on all
fronts,” he said.

Perhaps one of the

least expensive, and a clearly missed oppor-
tunity to smooth over some bad feelings, has
been that of appreciation. Many farmers

made it clear they feel
taken for granted.

“We are the stewards
of the land,” said Troup.
“Food doesn’t come from
supermarkets, but from the
fields of farmers.”

As the placards read:

If you ate today, thank a farmer.
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2005 Pontiac
stinfire Sl Sedan

4dr, air, 4 spd, auto, CD, 5yr/100,000 km
powertrain warranty.
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3.5L, V6, 4 spd auto, 16" twin spoke |
alum wheels, AM/FM/CD, air

"ALL DONE, NO SURPRISES!
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Due on Dalivery

4.3 V6, air, locking differential, 4 whl
ABS, alum rims, CD, roof rack.
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Silver, 4cyl Vorte 28,000, auto, air,
aluminum wheels, AM/FM/CD
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CASH PRICE
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mnnths

tax

5.3 Litre, V8, auto, CD changer, 4x4,
cloth interior.
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Catittac [ PONTIAC * BUICK * CADILLAC » GMC MON - THURS || i
9:00 am - 8:00 Pm ‘

FRI - SAT

WALLACE PONTIAC 9:00 am - 6:00 Pm

BUICK CADILLAC LTD.

905-878-2395




