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Milton man teaches at a unique Canadian high school

ike many of us, Milton resident Brian

Walton gets up for work and heads off
in his car to face traffic heading eastbound.
After dropping off his wife, Alison, in down-
town Toronto, he journeys further east still
to the Danforth, an area of the city well
known for its Greek restaurants and its eth-
nic diversity.

Brian teaches at the only high school
exclusively for newcomers to Canada, where
on any given day you may hear 34 different
languages spoken in the hallway.

Brian may not necessarily like the traffic
and the long hours he spends commuting to
and from his workplace each day, but he and
other staff at the school feel they have a pur-
pose at Greenwood Secondary School.
“Basically, the people who work here (at
Greenwood) have an emotional commit-
ment to these kids.”

Greenwood began its life as a regular
high school in a neighbourhood that has
been flooded with successive waves of
immigrants. The area, which was originally
populated by Irish immigrants, has been
home to people of Greek and Italian origin,
and increasingly many people that come to
Canada from Asia and Africa.

Today, however, Greenwood stands
alone as a special school and Brian says it’s
attracted some attention from educators
both here in Canada and in the United
States. Even so, he says, “People just don’t
seem to know that we exist.”

Brian says Greenwood has become a
home for his students, but it’s only intended
to be a temporary one. “The kids can be at
the school for one and a half years only,”
explains Brian. “Our job is to give them the
skills to make it at other schools.”

Greenwood does not offer a full high
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school curriculum, but instead is what Brian
describes as a reception school. “We take
students who do not have sufficient English
to find success in a regular classroom. In a
year and a half we try to give them enough
English to go on to a regular high school.”
At Greenwood young people are taught

English, but also study geography, comput--

ers, and math as well as a number of other
subjects. Because of the cultural differences
among students, courses are tailored to meet
the needs of individual students from many
different countries. Math, for example, can
be taught beginning at the more basic level
for an African student from a non-numerical
culture and at a more advanced level for
another student from China.

Brian says its important to be “sensitive to
the cultural differences” and there are many:
there are Moslem and Hindu students in the
school, students from Africa, Eastern Europe,
Asia, Central and South America. “There
aren’t many places where we haven’t had kids
from.” The task of assisting these students as
they embark on their lives in Canada is one
that he finds challenging as well as rewarding,

At 61, Brian hopes to continue teaching
at the school until he retires. But there was a
point in Brian’s life when it would have been
hard for him to imagine himself doing what
he’s doing now.

In the 1990s after an 18-year absence
from the profession, he didn’t believe any-
one would want to offer him full-time
employment as a teacher. So for about eight
or nine years he worked as a supply teacher
for the Halton District School Board until a
school principal, who was also a friend, told
him he was crazy. His friend urged him to

seek full-time employment.

Marilyn Mendelssohn, the principal at
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Greenwood, liked what she saw in Brian,
and she decided to hire him about five years
ago. Brian, who holds degrees in geography
as well as education, had experience work-
ing at a school in northern Ontario and for
many years he was a rehabilitation counsel-
lor for the Ontario March of Dimes. As well,
he had travelled extensively outside Canada.

Brian believes that his past experiences
made him a good candidate to work at
Greenwood. As a teacher, he says he’s bene-
fited from his knowledge of other cultures
and his counselling experience. He knows
that many of his students come from coun-
tries where corruption and violence are a
daily part of existence, and he’s aware of the
affect that can have on them personally. He's
taught refugees from Africa that had no idea
where their parents were. An African girl in
his geography class told her classmates about
horrors that she witnessed in her homeland.
As part of their study of Canadian geogra-
phy, his students are asked to examine the
geography of their own countries and he
says this can be a cathartic experience. “In the
process of doing that, they start to realize and
express things that they feel.”

Brian says there are many students that
aren’t troubled by the emotional concerns of
some of their fellow classmates; these are
kids who are simply there to adapt as quick-
ly as possible to their new culture and to

:learn English. But there are others who

yearn to give expression to how they feel
and they often find the strength to do this at
Greenwood, miles away from their home-
land. For Brian, giving them the security
they need is critical. “You build trust. You let
them know that you really do care.”

- In the process of teaching these stu-
dents, Brian has also learned a lot himself.
“They have taught me not to take the world
quite so seriously, to get on with living
because that’s what you have to do. We
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er heuuﬁfull appointed, v scule
bathroom. Streumlinad designs
and innovative products help open v
small bathrooms to new possibilities.
No Home improvement adds more
value to your home.

HOME provides the comp plete
- package from start to finish
| and all professionally installed.

NEW at our locahon
Wall, Flonr and Outdoor

Malfon Home Hurdwa re
Building Centre .

385 Steeles Ave., E., Milton, ON L9T-3Gé
Tel (905) 878-9222 Fax (905) 878-4049
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Class act from the enclosed front entry, sitting room/office w/fp & glass show-
case; sunken LR with HW flooring, decorative gas stove, open concept to DR
' m!h HW floor, omm!:ry size KIT with centre island/brkfst bar & walkuut to
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MLS W605?44

Overlooking Greenbelt and Fields from your 60 Deck

Located just above Ballinafad (10 min to Georgetown/Acton/Erin); 3 bedroom
bungalow with walkout basement and 3 car attached garage AND a 45' x 65'
separate garage for all the toys; Gorgeous kitchen with maple cabinetry and
inlaid ceramic flooring and walkout to deck; MBR has fabulous ensuite and

walk-in closet and walkout to deck; All on 100m
x 137m country lot. Call for your personal tour.
MLS X597925

*975,900

Bill McKeown, Assoc. Broker and
Janet McKeown, Sales Assoc.

Tel: 905-877-5211
Real Estate Centre Inc.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Brian Walton of Milton teaches at a school in Toronto that is exclusively for newcomers to
Canada. Greenwood Secondary in the eastern part of the city is known as a reception
school, a place where students get accustomed to their new homeland and become more
proficient at English. Mei Feng (left) and Shirley (right) are two of Brian's students who
came to Canada from China.

The Milton Downtown Business Improvement Area is in the process of
developing a slogan that truly typifies the experience of being in the
heart of Downtown Milton. We are seeking input from the community to

develop a slogan that will rest in the minds of visitors and locals alike.

The slogan should meet certain requirements, it should:
« Refer to the historical/cultural identity of the downtown business 1mpr0vement area.

» Establish downtown as a distinct shopping, dining and gathering place.
Contest Rules:

« The slogan must describe and be appropriate for the duwntﬁwn core.

» Six words maximum.

« It should incorporate the key ideas listed above.

« Deadline for entries is: Monday February 28, 2005
« ANyone can enter.

Prize: $75.00 Downtown Dollars

www.downtownmilton.com « info@downtownmilton.com
Send entries to: Downtown Milton BIA Slogan Contest

251 Main St. E., Ste. 103 Milton, ON L9T 1P1




