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Pet Day
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IS LR
o P T T g T S e 1]
g % R, e

%] |

= )

I,

IRIC(Gx IO N AL

N G

ol

Nassagaweya sunset - the calm before Saturday’s storm on Guelph Line.

PHOTO BY ANN KORNUTA

he nagging threat of increased taxation might

just end the dreams of Leslie Brooks and Jim
Waechter. After twenty years in the corporate world,
the husband and wife team pooled their finances to
build the J.L. Equestrian Centre, a facility specializing
in boarding horses and offering lessons, in Kitchener
last year, only to have the taxman deliver a whooping
bill a few short months later.

“When you apply for a new building permit on
your property, it absolutely guarantees that you will
be re-assessed,” explains Jim. “MPAC (Ontario’s
Municipal Property Assessment Corporation) has
determined that we are commercial in nature. We had
no idea this was happening. We had six weeks notice

Tax controversy nags at equine industry

By DoNNA DANIELL

to pay $15,000.”

Leslie and Jim are fighting to change the legisla-
tion that is seeing some of Ontario’s equine industry
based farms taxed commercially taxed instead of as
agricultural. While many equine related businesses,
such as breeding and training horses still fall under an
agricultural distinction, a grey area exists for equestri-
an facilities such as riding and boarding establish-
ments. The absence of legislation specifically detailing
these establishments as agricultural is resulting in a
commercial tax bill for the owners. In some municipal-
ities, this means a rise from a 0.3 per cent agricultural
rate to a commercial rate of 4 per cent, an increase of
1300 per cent.

“Our property taxes are more than ten per cent of
our gross revenues,” Jim points out. “To assess us as
though we are a Wal-Mart is simply unfair.”

Continued on page 4.
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. Cost of living in Milton
Bands that roi:k the cradle

Welsh Mountain Ponies

(r: BRREAZEAU

NO HOME TOO HUMBLE! NO HOME TOO GRAND!

Top 1% in Canada’

WWW.MILTON-REALESTATE.COM

'ROYAL LEPAGE
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Meadowtowne Realty

Independently Owned and Operated, Broker

388 MaIN ST. E., MiLTON
905-878-8101

VIRGINIA

Brazeau, R.N.*
' Royal Le Page * Sales Representative

JOSEPH
Brazeau, B.A."
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FAMILY-FRIENDLY 4-BDRM! Fam rm w/ wdstv
opens to Irg elin kit w/ oversized patio drs to
multi-lvl deck w/ gazebo o/looking lush yard,
woods, quaint garden shed. Gleaming hrdwd
firs! Lwr Ivl: rfin firepl & bath, grnd Ivl wiout.
$484,000. 10 mins to 401/Campbellville!

STONE CENTURY HOME + opncncpt brd & bat-
ten addition. Pond, garage/barn w/ stalls, fenced
fields. Escarpment views! 22x14' kit opens to
brkfst rm & fam rm w/ stone firepl & wiout to
verandah. Gas firepl in master. Stone firepl in LR.
$749,000. Rural N. Burlington!

o

—— e o

OPEN-CONCEPT! Beautiful oak/ceramic kit w/
brkfst bar opens to dining area & fam rm w/ wdstv
w/ slate surround & wiout to oversized deck.
Vaulted ceilings & window walls! Master w/ ens &
patio drs. Woods, creek, meadows. $419,000. 10
mins to 401/Campbellville. )




