REGIONAL NEWS, NOTES & NEIGHBOURS

The downhill side of expansion

Non-profit ski club is not exempt from development charges.

BY JENNIFER ENRIGHT

he Milton Heights Racing Club is

wrestling with what club members
see as an unfair bylaw that prohibits non-
profit organizations from waiving devel-
opment charges.

Under requirements as set out in the
Town of Milton’s existing bylaw, mem-
bers will end up paying approximately
$9,000 as part of a one-time development
charge (DC) required when the club
builds a new facility at the Glen Eden Ski
and Snowboard Centre

in Milton.
Don MacCallum,
the club’s President,

says he’s received sup-
port from the Town In
discussing his concerns,
but he’s frustrated that
nothing can be done to
address the current
bylaw. There are exemp-
tions, including those for places of wor-
ship as well as cemeteries under Milton’'s
bylaw, but nothing applies to non-profit
organizations. “We are a community
group servicing the community free of
charge and our program is run on a deficit.
In other words, we subsidize our racers.”

Mr. MacCallum says the charge is too
hefty for a non-profit club that relies entire-
ly on volunteers. He believes the existing
bylaw and the province’s Development
Charges Act should be changed to waive
development charges for non-profit organi-
zations. “We have to do what we are
required to do (to pay DCs), but it would be
nice in the future if volunteer organizations
were exempt from paying development
charges.”

The club plans to construct a new pre-
fabricated modular building that will
include one room as well as two washrooms.

Theh TAC

with the project are expected to cost approx- -

imately $150,000. As of this week, members
had raised approximately $130,000 to pay
for the facility, says Mr. McCallum.

Mr. MacCallum says the club’s exist-
ing facility is simply too small to support
a growing membership that has more
than doubled in the last two Yyears.
Currently the club, which is among the
largest ski racing clubs in Ontario, has
about 348 racers.

Willi Schleichkorn, the club’s
Executive Vice-president, says the devel-
opment charges on top of construction
costs. will be hard on members. Mr.
Schleichkorn emphasized that the execu-
tive is trying to keep fees down, especial-
ly for the club’s many younger members.

Jim McQueen, Milton’s Director of
Corporate Services, says he has met with
members of the ski club, but he is unable to
work around the existing legislation. “They
certainly cannot be exempt from existing

”‘

THE TOWN HAS OFFERED
TO SPREAD DEVELOPMENT
. OVErR 10
YEARS BUT THAT APPEARS
TO BE UNACCEPTABLE

CHARGES..

development charges under the existing
development charge bylaw. The Town
bylaw has exemptions, but there are no
exemptions for them as a non-profit group.”

The Town is on the horns of a dilem-
ma. There are social reasons that make it
distasteful to apply taxes and levies to non-
profit organisations. However the Town
can only forgive individual development
charges if it is then prepared to pass that
direct cost burden onto someone else, in
this case the rest of the
community. The Town
has offered to spread the
development charges for
the ski club over 10 years
but that appears to be
unacceptable.

The group plans to
meet with Conservation
Halton (CH), which
owns Glen Eden, to pro-
vide the conservation authority with
updates on its building plans. Mr.
McCallum says the club hopes to start the
project in December and have the building
erected by January of 2005. “We are run-
ning against time to get the foundation in.”

At this point, the club has approval
for the project from Conservation Halton
and members are waiting for a building
permit from the Town of Milton.

Under the current bylaw, buildings
owned and used by a conservation
authority such as Conservation Halton are
exempt from development charges. But
the exemption does not apply to buildings
used primarily for recreational purposes.
The bylaw states that these recreational
purposes include those “for which the
conservation authority charges admission
and /or fees.”

S

= 2, 2 - W 3 - TR
o - = T
. 1 opr
o o . TR - 4 il e
oL A : -t L
2 e = i ] e
i e i R =
= A =] g o
L el L Bepaar . -3
. L e T 3 ;- R 1
5 T v 7 r | e i 1. = +: " L L i
= L 1 - ... LW o 253
5 . 1 e 0 5 e o -
| 1 R 4 £] by w o k T e
31 , s & a8 -
e og W LR R et
e LS e, - ", o 3 o T R b Ty o ok
o k b i o i o B R I Bl M e
o R B - R O A R T
i T o g g P i §IEET AT e
4 Lo i - : 2 L TeE }-"! s S
e L Eeek e fL-s = = e g
o = o) T by L

TR o e v

EINE HANDCRAFT & FOLK ART BY
CANADIAN ARTISANS. RUG HOOKING
STUDIO, SUPPLIES AND CLASSES.

s 519 Mam St
Glen Williams Ontario
L. f'(r BTl

005.702.881 1

Wed  Thurs., Sun. 11-5 ¢ k) Sar. 116

Georgetown South - 2252 Sq. fi. home - 14231 Argyll Rd
| Bl Beautifully decorated 3 BR home - Open concept Fam Rm with

Gas FP to eat-in
* Separate formal

Kit.and walkout from french doors to backyard
LR and large DR;main floor laundry; MBR

@ “  with luxurious ensuite and walk-in closet; Fin Bsmt has 3 pe.
WR, wet bar & walk-in closet, Glass enclosure at front entry;

MLS W557012

*359,900

Grand Valley - O+ Acres - 400 on the Grand Riwer

Gorgeous 5 Bedroom Victorian Home plus 2 separate house-

keeping units;3 car %arage, heated workshop, 24 x 48 Storage

Shed, gazebo, hot tu

y,updated heating, roof, hydro - Great

Country Retreat for family or business or possible B & B;

Call for details and viewing

$500.000 LAl

> o a Bill MCKQOWII, Assoc. Broker and

Jan MCKEOWB, Sales Assoc.
pron S Tel: 905-877-5211

Blue Springs Realty (Halton) Corp.
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Louise Rayner, Treasurer of the Milton
Heights Ski Club, stands in front of the site
where the non-profit group plans to build
its new clubhouse.
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HALTON HILLS
Monday to Friday 9:30 to 8:00

Saturday 9:00 to 5:00
Sunday 12:00 to 4:00

formerh: Gold Connection of Milton

218 Main Street kast,
Downtown Milton

(905) 875-2999




