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“Servicing existing
doors & operators”

“family owned and
operated since 1963”

: e 3
(Hamilton-Burlington) Ltd.

5450 Harvester Rd. Burlington, Ont

905-333-1772

www.overheaddoor.com
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RUMOURS

— furniture

Main St. South, Rockwood
219.856.2575/888.339.2819

www.rumoursfurniture.com
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9 homes that need roofing
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5 homes in your area will be given the opportunity of having
Interlocking Metal Roofing System installed on their home at a
reasonable cost. This lifetime product is capturing the interest of
home owners across the country who want to know this will be

W

B

= oo
T,

: R
el

o S
S
g

the last time they will have to reroof their home. Our product
comes in an excellent choice of colours with a lifetime
transferable warranty.

Classic Products

the best metalkroofs under the sun

FANTASTIC LIMITED TIME O Y

1-647-220-2014

Ask for BOB KUPITCH

-up more water.

folks want the soil in

ALL THE COMFORTS OF HOME & |

good earth - triple-mix topsoil and
such. This is because everyone recog-
nizes the benefits of starting right.
Good soil has three components:
organic matter or compost has nutri-
ents for plants, holds water, and helps
resist compaction; clay holds and
slowly releases nutrients; and sand or
silt helps air and water infiltration and
also helps roots divide so they can take
A perfect soil has
equal parts of all three. The soil we
buy often has a decent balance.
(Watch that there isn’t a high percent-
age of wood chips.) Starting with a

good compost-rich soil ensures plants_
_will get the b |
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ccasionally,

a bed removed and
new soil added. The
concern is that the soil has gone bad.
Generally speaking, soil doesn’t “go
bad” or at least, nothing is wrong that
can’t be fixed. |

The bit no one tells you regarding

soil is that is that organic matter breaks

down over time. The more broken
down it is when you put it in your gar-
den, the faster it’s gone. This is why
“Black Loam” is sort of a waste of
money. lt's gone, broken down almost

| completely by the following Spring.

Granted it looks good, and if that is
your goal, so be it, but don’t count on
it to improve soil structure or last more
than a season.

In an established garden, a better

‘way to go 1s to add compost such as

leaf mold, well broken-down compost
from a local farmer or mushroom com-
post every Spring. In Milton’s Town
Hall Gardens, every Fall the
Horticulture Society gets 40 bags of
leaves from the Town, mulches them
up with lawn mowers and squirts
them into the beds. By the end of May
it’s brokeén down and worked into the
soil by Mother Nature herself, cleverly

In creating gardens, we usually use
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“SOIL DOESN'T ‘GO BAD"“
W

BY SEAN JAMES, NP.D.,

disguised as thousands of worms and

billions of microbes. That soil used to
be terrible but is now some of the best
I've ever seen. It seems like a bit of

work but is probably the best thing |

you can do for your garden and great
for the environment.

Wood mulch does not add an
appreciable amount of organic matter
to the soil. If anything, the organic
matter in the soil is breaking down
faster than the wood can replenish it.
Wood mulch stops you from adding

organic matter to the soil. Who would §
want to cover up that lovely, expen-

sive mulch with ugly old compost?
Stop thinking of compost as ugly or, as
is ofte _case, as (insert dirty wor
here). If

mulch the garden,
use a material which

. m

such as Cocoa Mulch or Composted

Pine Mulch. Cocoa mulch contains

more nutrients than compost, breaks
down within a year enriching the soil

and represses weed growth. Yes, you

do have to put it on every spring but
your soil and plants will get better and
better every year. You won’t have to
fertilize your gardens and watering
will have more effect. You’ll have
fewer weeds and those which do make
it through will be easier to pull out.

I believe in minimizing chemical
use, not in banning it. Keep in mind
though, regarding soil, the more chem-
icals and fertilizers you use, the harder
it is on the essential soil microbes
which help break down organic matter
and release nutrients to the plants.
Adding compost will, over time,
reduce the amount of synthetics you
need to use on your lawn and garden.

Also regarding soil, now is a great
time to aerate your turf. Aeration
reduces compaction, helps with water
infiltration and allows the turf to grow
more strongly, thereby resisting
insects and fungi better.
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¥ern Ridge Landscaping
(905) 876-4852
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Design, Install, Maintain

L

g
—

PRESIDENT OF FERN RIDGE LANDSCAPING

you want to |

will enrich the soil |



