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Ontario beef farmers grateful for federal funding

he announcement of a $488 mil-

lion federal government compen-
sation program clearly indicates that the
government recognizes both the severi-
ty of the Bovine Spongiform
Encephalopathy (BSE) crisis and the
important role that the beef industry
plays in the Canadian economy.

Ron Wooddisse, President of the
21,000 member Ontario Cattlemen’s
Association (OCA), was pleased with
Agriculture and Agri Food Minister
Andy  Mitchell’s  announcement.
Wooddisse noted that the amount of the
funding — and the structure of the pro-
grams announced — reflects significant
input from the Canadian Cattlemen’s
Association (CCA) and beef producers
from all provinces. CCA’s Board of
Directors, of which Wooddisse 1s a
member, approved a strategic plan last
month that contained many components
of the recently-announced program.
That plan can be viewed on CCA’s web-
site at www.cattle.ca. Said Wooddisse,
“We're pleased that they took so much
direction from us in developing pro-
grams that will sustain, and hopefully

To enter, pick up an entry form at participating Milton Mall stores between

improve, our crippled industry.”

While the reopening of the United
States border to live cattle continues to
be a priority of industry and govern-
ment alike, the new programs are
designed to enhance profitability for the
Canadian beef industry with or without
a border opening.

Today’s announcement will help to
increase Canadian processing capacity
which is much needed. Matching the
supply of cattle to the available capacity
was a key component of the CCA pro-
posal. Two set aside programs, one for
market-ready cattle and one for younger
cattle, will give producers the option of
retaining their animals for the short
term- and selling them when prices may
be stronger. This should hopefully
enhance financial returns to producers.
Finally, the funding will help to improve
Canadian beef tracking, trace back and
BSE surveillance systems — enhance-
ments that can only help to regain the
confidence of foreign markets.

While only the federal government
has announced funding, to date,
Ontario’s Minister of Agriculture and

Food, Steve Peters, and his staff, have
been in discussions with OCA on
provincial participation in a cost-share
arrangement similar to the one that has
already been announced in Alberta.
Said Wooddisse, “We expect and antici-
pate an Ontario funding announcement

REGIONAL NEWS, NOTES & NEIGHBOURS

Prior to BSE, beef was Ontario’s sec-
ond largest commodity in terms of
annual farm gate receipts with a value of
approximately $1.2 billion. Beef exports
from Ontario to the U.S.A., in 2002 (the
last normal year of trade) were valued at
$354 million in live cattle and an addi-

in the near future.” tional $292 million in beef product.

Carr appointed to new committee

A_ ndy Savoy, MP from New Brunswick and chair of

the National Liberal Caucus announced today the
appointment of Gary Carr to the new immigration com-
mittee.

“As we move into a new parliament with a minori-
ty situation it is more important than ever that we bring
strong policies forward for parliamentarians and.
Canadians to consider,” Savoy explained. “These three
committees will ensure that our policies on three topical
issues are well founded before we implement them.”

The Special Liberal Caucus Committee on
Immigration was one of three new committees created
by the Liberal Caucus following a planning retreat in
Ottawa from August 23-25. | .

The committee begins its work immediately to provide input on the Speech
from the Throne and later a more detailed agenda for the government.

Gary Carr

JUST WHAT YOU NEED

September 15th and October 3rd, 2004.
Tell us about your decorating dilemma and attach a photo.
Drop off your entry in the ballot box at vy Gate Décor.
Contest closes October 3rd, 2004 at 5 pm.

Entries will be judged by a panel of Milton Mall merchants and the
winner will be contacted by phone no later than October 8th, 2004.

Decorating consultation will be arranged at @ mutually convenient time.

A One Hour Home Decorating Consultation with

Cobi Ladner, Eclitcir :F HOUSE s HOME
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home décor merchandise from lvy Gate Décor
in Milton Mall worth-$100!

Close to Home |
MorrFri 9:30 am - 9:00 pm, Sat 9:30 - 6:00, Sun Noon - 5:00 pm. Comer of Main and Ontario (905) 878-3900
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