SURVEYING THE REGION

~ A mason jar full of history is uncovered after renovation

lmagine the surprise of an exca-
vation crew as their heavy

machinery claws and gouges
through earth, removing a dilapi-
dated porch at the front of an 1854
home when they spot the glint of
glass below. Stopping to inspect the
object, the group realizes that
they've uncovered an antique teal-
coloured mason jar with items
inside.’ Upon further examination,
their excitement increases as they
discover a treasure trove of photo-
graphs, newspapers, and a note.

At 57 Victoria Street in
Milton, owners Max Giancola and
Vince Piscopo were amazed to find
not just one, but two time capsules
at their stately brick house.

“They were put in the front
porch in 1911,” says Mr. Giancola.
“One was tied with twine and not
in as good shape as the items in the
jar. There are four consecutive
issues of The Champion, some pho-
tos of the family, and a copy of
another paper which no one has
heard of before: The Pioneer from
Toronto. They were probably
placed there over about a fourweek
period when the family rebuilt the
porch.”

To those who may chance to open
this jar, the handwritten note reads,
This verandah was rebuilt by Thos. A.
Gorham, County Judge, Halton, work-
man John Trimble. Judge Gorham
used his personal stationery with
its top imprint to let future finders
know who he was and what had
been done.

Bits and pieces of the family
life of Judge Gorham, his wife and
daughter have been uncovered
slowly during the period that Mr.
Giancola and Mr. Piscopo have
lived in the home, known as

Felsgarth in the Judge's day.
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Left: Felsgarth, as it looks
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placed under the verandah where
we found the original, and will
probably include the same mason
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