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Development pressures Silver Creek

A:cmding to the recently-
eleased Silver Creek

Subwatershed Study, there are early

warning signs of instability in the
Georgetown area, particularly a
modestly impaired water quality
and an unstable stream channel.
Yet the report is also optimistic,
stating that “the subwatershed has
some resiliency, and with clear goals
and objectives, the sytem can be
maintained and restored.”

The
Subwatershed

Silver Creek
COVErs
Georgetown «and areas of Halton
Hills above the Niagara Escarpment
northwest of town. Acton is outside
of this subwatershed. Hazel Breton,
Manager, Water Resources for
Credit Valley Conservation (CVC),
presented some of the study’s find-
ings to Halton Hills Council on
September 8. After hearing of the
complex nature of groundwater
replenishment and how develop-
ment can affect the entire system,
Councillor Movya Johnson
expressed dismay that this informa-
tion hadn't been available earlier.

she said.

“Developers are lined up to develop

“It's way too late,”

all along the creek.”
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By GLORIA HILDEBRANDT

The study notes that all resi-
dents, including those on munici-
pal services, rely on groundwater as
the sole source of drinking water.
Water supplies and water quality
can be adversely affected by urban-
ization, aggregate extraction,
municipal wells and irrigation.
conditions

Current were

observed in the study. During
August to September when creek
effluent from the

water is low,

(Ueorgetown sewage treatment
plant makes up more than 70 per
cent of the baseflow. A second
observation is that there is already
significant gully erosion in
Georgetown, which has the poten-
tial for property damage. Third,
while almost all of the tributaries
within Georgetown show signs of
instability, the most disturbed site
is downstream of Wildwood Road,
which is one of the more upscale
addresses in Halton Hills.

Pointing out that one goal of
subwatershed planning is to identi-
fy the risk of damage from devel-
opment, the report recommends
that the municipality use subwater-
shed planning and best manage-

ment practices as a way of demon-
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strating due diligence and provid-
ing a successful defence in court.
The report clearly outlines pos-
sible risks if stream channels are
changed or degraded: property loss,
increases in floods, loss of fish habi-
tat, reduced water quality and
increases in municipal costs to pro-
tect the community and landown-
ers. ' Thus, with a proposed land

use alteration,” the report contin-

ues, minimizing change in volume
and timing of water entering the
creek, as well as the supply of sedi-
ment, is important.”

The study calls for more moni-
toring, especially in key locations
where development is expected to
make impacts. “Data on changes in
water can then be used to modify
the existing and future develop-
ments to minimize effects,” the
report states.

Public education is also called
for to reduce the runoff of concen-
trated contaminants. The report
lists controlling pet litter, reducing
lawn and garden chemicals, pre-
venting spills, managing hazardous
maintaining septic

waste and

continued on page 19
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Have you

The award for the best pair of Halton 4-H

PHOTO BY BRENDA MATHIES

herd?

Dairy Projects, sponsored by the

CIBC (Milton), is an accomplishment of which to be proud. This achieve-

ment is awarded to the member whﬂ,i when showing their current and pas

year’s 4-H project animals tﬁged'ler, is de

Kaitlin DeVore (pictured left) won this honor at the Mlltnn Fall Fair with
her pair of Rock Ella Jerseys. Kaitlin’s sister Samantha (right) assisted her

in the handling of these magnificent animals.

Inside this mnnth’s CompaSS

HOMEWORKS

At 57 Victoria Street in Milton, owners .

Max Giancola and Vince Piscopo were
amazed to find not just one, but two
time capsules at their stately brick
house. This photo of Beth and Ruth
Gorham found inside a mason jar was
taken circa 1910.
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BUSINESS FEATURE

To celebrate their 25th anniversary,
Rockwood TV will be holding an
entertaining evening at the Rockmosa
Community Centre on Thursday,
October 16 to introduce a vision of the
future.
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IDLE PURSUITS

When the fateful news came to Sue
London that she had Crohn’s Disease,
she soon found out firsthand how
much healing power there is in the
love of a devoted animal. Her dog,
Rocky’s, fine work was turned into a
children’s tale.
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By Sue London
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