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Questions remain about
former Halton Hills CAO

By GLORIA HILDEBRANDT

SEPTEMBER 05, 2003

tht weeks after Steve
ndrews resigned without
notice from his position of Chief
Administrative Officer (CAO) of
Halton Hills, questions remain.
Mayor Kathy Gastle states:
“While I would like to address
the unexpected resignation of Mr.
Steve Andrews, my hands are .
tied. There is a contract between
the Town and Mr. Andrews that
prevents me from explaining his
departure in detail.”

Complicating the situation
further is the fact that hiring a
replacement for Mr. Andrews is
not possible by September 26,
the final day of nominations for

ment for CAQO. Robert Austin,
Director of Engineering and
Public Works, has been appoint-
ed Acting CAO until the position
can be filled in 2004.

The duties of the CAO are
critical to the government of the
Town. The CAO is responsible
for implementing the decisions of
council. Seven heads of key
departments report to the CAQ.
In addition, this position super-
vises legal administration; the
Economic Development Office;
human resource management,
including contract negotiation;
and ensures the processing of

land development applications,

taxpayers of Halton Hills cannot
be made public.

Mayoral candidates, Rick
Bonnette and John Day, suggest
the Town can manage well without
a permanent CAO. “Since | was
first elected in 1982, we have had a
system where we have a rotating,
acting CAO-ofthe-month,” says
Mr. Bonnette. “This gives all
department heads experience in
running the Town. Mr. Day elabo-
rates, " This process ensures the
transaction of municipal business
in as smooth and transparent a way
as possible so that the public is well
served, municipal staff continue to

perform their duties and responsi-
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Kids will be klds

the municipal election. The
Municipal Act restricts council
from appointing, hiring or even
dismissing a municipal employee

between nomination day and the = compensation,

including negotiation of agree-
ments. The salary for the position
in 2002 was $131,920 plus stan-
dard benefits. Any other forms of

including sever-

bilities, and council is continuous-

While the voters of Halton
Hills are unable to find out why
their CAQO left, at what cost, and

when and why a replacement will

'plhytlme ﬁ:ﬂieAugtm lg iIVth

Toy representatives hosted the day as a fundraiser fm' the Starhght
Children’s Foundation. More than $500 was raised, which will be used by

the Foundation to provide play areas, and bedside computer and game

day the new council is inaugurat-

ed, which is December 1. This
leaves the Town of Halton Hills
without a permanent replace-

ance pay, if included in an
employment contract, are confi-

dential. What Mr. Andrews’
departure has actually cost the

be hired, what can be made pub-
lic are some events that may have

continued on page 6

equipment for chronically ill children.
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From inside to out, your residential space
should be all that you'd like it to be. In
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new pictorial spreads and articles to help
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Boston Mills Press has rereleased Halton

Sketches Revisited by M
McDonald. The book is a varied selection
of homey, well-written tales that feature

HALTON SKETCHES
REVISITELD

« Two drive-in doors

ilton author, John

intriguing people, businesses and events
that shaped Halton.
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Chris Burnett is a Milton area artist with a
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Milton

deft touch with her folk art. She captures
local pastoral scenes, village beauty and,
most recently, has produced the poster for
the 150th anniversary of the Milton Fall

Fair.
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Rental Sales & Service
We are proud to bottle natural spring water from -
one ﬂfOﬂfﬂrfﬂ s remaining untouched
resources. Our water is not chemically treated, .
it’s just good, clean-tasting natural water. Enjoy!

9144 Twiss Road, Campbellville, Ontario. LOP 1B0
Phone 905-854-1008 Fax 905-854-2707

 We deliver throughout Halton e
$7.50/bottle (310 deposit) or pickup

Rates as low as $75/month, video surveillance,
fully fenced facility, electronic card access, 24 hour access, only
you have the key, computerized gate system,
security lighting, and ground level units!

at one of our many outlets at $4.99.
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