SURVEYING THE REGION

| In the hamlet of Eden Mills, most

residents are on a roster for assis-
tance with the Community Hall, the
centre of village life. It's where the
exercise classes work up a little mus-
cle; artists set up easels to sketch,
paint and photograph the life mod-
els; and celebrations of all sorts take
place.

Jenny Kitson, who lives across
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grew gardens on donated land and
went to markets gleaning what was
surplus to the requirements of the
vendors. The organization was affili-

ated with Feed the Children, but fold-

ed in 1994. I simply carried on on my
own.”

Sporting her navy T-shirt that
boldly proclaims Feed the Children -

although many other disadvantaged
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from the hall, also assists in fund rais-
ing for the upkeep and accessibility
funds by doing something a little
more unique. Out in the nearby bush
every March, using old-fashioned
evaporator pans over hardwood fires,
Ms. Kitson carefully boils down gal-
lons of maple sap to create golden
syrup which is-then sold in smail lots
to net money for the community.

“I had about five gallons this
year, which made approximately
$900,” she says with a smile.

A selfemployed computer train-
er and programmer, Ms. Kitson jug
gles work with several other voluntary
positions in north Halton and
Wellington. She sings in the Guelph
Chamber Choir and is a member of
Vox Intoxicus, which she describes as
“a fun group of six voices who sing for
pleasure and occasional gigs.” She’s
also a six-year volunteer and director
of the Eden Mills Writers” Festival, an
event that takes place every
September. The festival creates a year-
round position that chugs into gear
soon after one event is complete so
that there are constant improvements
to the weekend of presentations to
the literary crowd.

Without a doubt, however,
some of her most interesting and
important work is the gathering of
food to feed the needy.

“] started in 1992 with an organ-
ization called Feedback Canada. They
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individuals are included in that
catch-all - Kitson makes the
rounds of vendors just before noon
at the Milton Farmers’ Market each
Saturday, collecting from June to
October.

“The vendors are very good to
me and save some foods especially.
By August 1 can fill two pickups with
food each time. There are fresh fruits
and vegetables, baked goods, and
often jars of jam or something with
tiny dents in them. Occasionally I'll
get meat given to me too.”

After gathering the food into
round bushel baskets, Ms. Kitson
and another volunteer, Gloria
Blanche, also of Eden Mills, use a
borrowed pickup truck to make
deliveries to Halton Women'’s Place,
Hope Place, Halton Recovery
House, a couple of group homes and
Deborah’s Home. After each place
has taken what they need, any left-
overs are then delivered to the

Guelph Food Bank.
There are occasions when the

summer bumper crops are too pro-
lific and, if any group needs food,
they are welcome to call Jenny
Kitson regarding the surplus at 519-
856-0591.

“There isn’t anybody else glean-
ing at the market. I want to make
sure foods aren’t wasted and go to
good homes. It seems to be a win-

win situation, states Ms. Kitson.
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® *Sketchy at Best at the ].C. Taylor Nature Centre, The
* Arboretum, the University of Guelph, 2:00 - 3:30 p.m.
_:-_; Beginners and experienced sketchers are invited to
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for busy Rockwood Boutique.

Contact Kass
at

519-856-0803
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¢ learn some basic drawing tips and tricks. For more

| information, please call 519-824-4120, ext. 52113.

AucusT 10
*Summer Wildflowers at the ].C. Taylor Nature

Centre, The Arboretum, the University of Guelph,
¥ 2:00 - 3:30 p.m. Enjoy and discover summer blooms.

* For more information, please call 519-824-4120, exten-
& sion 52113.

| AuGusT 12
* * Georgetown Agricultural Society’s General Meeting
Lin the Exhibit Hall at the Georgetown Fairgrounds,
§ 8:00 p.m. Please call 519-853-1465 or 905-873-6157 for

' more information.
° AugusT 16

* Starlight Children’s Foundation’s Family Fun Day at

& Victoria Park, Milton, 9:00 a.m. - noon. Local digni-

taries in attendance, play stations, literacy centre,

¢ silent auction and wishing well.

" AuGuST 16-17
| *Garlic is Great Festival at the Country Heritage

Park, Milton, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
AuGusT 17

* Conservation Halton’s Spirit Sings event at
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905-702-7990

Mon-Fri 9 am-6 pm; Sat 9 am-12 pm

After Hours call-in fee)

221 Nipissing Rd., Milton

(519) 853-0500
Office

Answering

Robt. Noble Limited

SEPTIC TANK PUMPING

High Pressure Drain Flushing & Repairs
Same Day Emergency Service
2 Trucks to Serve You - Radio Dispatch

(905) 878-6869

Service

THE COMPASS, AUGUST 2003

Crawford Lake, 5 kilometres south of Campbellville
at the corner of the Guelph Line and Steeles Avenue,
6:30 - 9:30 p.m. Preregistration is required for this
magical evening of traditional native teachings, games |
and food. For more information, please call 905-854-

0234 or visit www.conservationhalton.on.ca.

*The Nature of Colour at the J.C. Taylor Nature
Centre, The Arboretum, the University of Guelph,
2:00 - 3:30 p.m. Hike and discover the natural mean-

ing of colour. For more information, please call 519-

8244120, extension 52113.
AuGuUST 22

* Georgetown's Rock 'n’ and Roll 'n’ Classics Car [

Show on Main Street South, 5:00-11:00 p.m.
AuGusT 24

* Plant Bugs or Bug Plants at the J.C. Taylor Nature
Centre, The Arboretum, the University of Guelph,
2:00 - 3:30 p.m. Learn more about the relationship
between plants and insects. For more information,

please call 519-824-4120, extension 52113,
AUuGUST 29-SEPTEMBER 1

*Steam Era at the Milton Fairgounds.
SEPTEMBER 5

* Mayor’s Golf Tournament for the United Way at
the Granite Ridge Golf Club, Milton. All money

raised in Milton stays in Milton. For more informa-
tion, please call 905-875-2550.
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Not enough volume for a dumpster?

Ask about our weekly small
business pickup.
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A locally owned company
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