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Halton not ready for the Community Emergency
Response Volunteers Ontario program

The Community Emergen Cy
Response Volunteers Ontario
program (CERV) was announced
on September 10, 2002, a year after
the U.S.

become part of the Ontario govern-

the attacks in It will

ment’s emergency response and
CERV is

intended to be a province-wide net-

management program.
work of neighbourhood-based
teams of volunteers who are trained
in basic emergency management
skills. It is hoped that retired police
officers, firefighters and para-
medics will volunteer to work with
front-line responders during any
disasters or emergencies.’Once the
program and materials are estab-
lished, the plan is for municipal
emergency management co-ordina-
tors to train local volunteers to han-
dle local hazards and risks.

It appears that the provincial
government has been premature in
announcing the CERV program
this spring and invitineg volunteers

to contact their. municipality. The

municipalities  aren’t  ready.
ITraining materials from seven

municipalities in a province-wide
pilot program for CERV need to be
completed. The province also needs
to determine a good model pro-
gram for the municipalities to use.

BY GLORIA HILDEBRANDT

“The Region and the four
municipalities endorse CERV,” says
Wayne Gould,

Emergency Planning Co-ordinator,

Halton Region

“but it will take a couple of months
before it can be introduced.” Gould
says that Halton’s community
emergency management co-ordina-
tors (CEMC) will meet .over the
next few months to consider CERV
and other new required emergency
Chief Harold
Penson is CEMC for Milton, and
Deputy Fire Chief Brian Ellsworth
is CEMC for Halton Hills. :
Ellsworth explains that CERV
is only one part of new emergency
efforts called for in Bill 148, which

measures. Fire

is an amendment to the prm*inm’s
Emergency Planning Act. Other
elements are risk™ assessments,
emergency plans and public educa-
tion. Having CERV in place this
spring may not be a priority. “I'm in
agreement with Bill 148, but the
province's timeframes are short,”
Ellsworth says. “Bigger cities may be
further down the road. This is
something we'll look at in future.
We have to meet essential levels
tirst, by April 4, 2004.”

The provincial government is
promoting Emergency
Preparedness Week, from May 4 to

0. However, Ellsworth explains,
“Halton Hills currently has nothing
planned for Emergency
Preparedness Week.” He mentions
a 24-page Personal Emergency
Preparedness Guide, which is avail-

PDF

www.region.halton.on.ca.

able in format  at
Despite being behind the
‘province’s schedule, Ellsworth says,
I have a good comfort level that
Halton Hills could mitigate any
emergency. |he Region’s Web site
outlines what has recently been
organized for large-scale emergen-
“cies. An Emergency Control
Group, chaired by Brent Marshall,
‘has been formed, consisting of pro-
fessionals who are trained to co-
ordinate emergency response servic-
es. Halton Region _has an
Emergency Plan that outlines roles
and functions of key officials, emer-
gency response services and groups
in the community. Increased securi-
ty measures have been introduced
at all Halton water supply facilities.
With public concern over
SARS, West Nile virus and even
possible bio-chemical attacks, the
need for Halton Region, Halton
Hills and Milton to develop clear

emergency programs is obvious.
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I Give Mom a Pamper Package
118 to say thanks
%% 7 Facial, i
[ | Manicure . ody
3 < 1I2River | | pgjigh, and

j"‘l" Reg. $90
4P | Special

Rock Massage,
Deluxe Pedicure
Reg. $87

Special $77

Wash & Blow
Dry Reg. $79
Special $69

T-SHIRT

PRINTING

IN HOUSE SILK SCREEN & EMBROIDERY

TOLL FREE 866-922-7272

by CThristina

& Opa Dervices
905-875-0508 =
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Halton Turf and

Tractors Inc. offers

just tractors
On Saturday, May 3, from 9 a.m. to
4 p.m., Halton Turf & Tractors
Inc. is hosting its first annual open
house. Located at 1589 Steeles
Avenue East in Milton, it has

recently expanded its toy depart-
ment. It now stocks all the John
Deere scaled models from farm to
‘industrial products. Also available
are memorabilia, pedal tractors,

wagons, weed eaters and skill saws.

Full Salen
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116 Main Street.

www.hannahscloset.ca

A Village Festival Celebrating Life on the Credit River

Displays

jon,

May 24th in the Village of Norval

Paddle to the Sea Miniature Boat Race,
Buckets 8 Funnels, "Live” Butterfly Release,
Vendor’s Market, Fly Fishing Centre,
Ecology Park Self-Guided Tour,
Snakes & Amphibians, Guided Hike,

Pancake Breakfast, Barbecue,
“Live" Folk Music, and morel
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old Water Rescue Demonstrat

Win a
Recreational Kayak

Syes S,PM

For More Info Call: Gini at 905-877-3883
WWW.Canhoe-country.com

Fire Department |

Pzrk a7 Nachwille
Mot
Al activites i thir
walking dsan-e.
Evrance Dcnaion
AdLIts $4, Child-e- 32,
Family $12
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Tree Trail.

Vendor's Market, Pancake Breakfast, Music, Barbecue

.
T

Every Saturday morning
starting May 24/03 at the
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Hot dogs, back bacon, sausage,
hamburgers, chicken, cold drinks

———

With this ad receive

$1 Off any food

i order (excluding drinks)
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Have you heard about the plckles?el- el
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Woman for Plus-sizes o . o
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www frenchdressingjgans.com
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