SURVEYING THE REGION

Halton Hills residents angry
with unfair property assessments

Alarmed by their property
assessments, Mac Sprowl and
Lou Bonnette spearheaded an
information session at the Acton
Legion on Wednesday, February
12th. Although the average assess-
ment increase in Halton from June
1999 to June 2001 was 12.4 per
cent, 682 Halton Hills properties
have received assessments with
increases ranging from 20-75 per
cent. Since these assessment
increases translate into tax increas-
es, with some taxes increasing from
$300 to $3,000, residents are upset.

Mac Sprowl, former sheriff of
Halton County for 29  vyears,
received a 26 per cent increase of
$84,000. There have been no
recent renovations at his home. He
is pressed to understand this new
assessment and why his taxes will
increase by approximately $700.
Similarly, Lou Bonnette received a
25 per cent increase of $55,000,
and he too is wondering why.

The provincial government set
up the Municipal Property
Assessment Corporation (MPAC)

in 1998 to be responsible for all

property
Accerding to Sprowl and Bonnette,

Ontario assessments.
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MPAC’s pattern of assessment
increases appears to be flawed and
unfair. Within single neighbour-
hoods, some properties are valued
well below market value whereas
others of comparable value have
received significant tax increases.
According to Lou Bonnette, since
MPAC’s assessment notices provide
less information than a phone or
gas bill it is impossible to determine
the reasoning behind these assess-
ments.

On February 12th at the
Acton Legion, a mixed crowd of
about 200 residents assembled. Mr.
John Hogg of the assessment firm,
Cole Layer Trumble Canada, Inc.,
addressed the group and explained
how to best deal with an unfair
assessment. Since MPAC is interest-
ed in the market value of proper-
ties, he advised the audience to find

a friendly real estate agent to pro-

vide the selling price of comparable
properties within a neighbour-
hood. Assessment Appeals cost $50
and must be filed by March 3lst,
2003. A

Reconsideration must be filed by

Request for

the end of the year.
Lou Bonnette told the crowd,
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“We are strong: We have a lot of

power here tonight.” People in the
audience were encouraged to sign
up and join a steering committee. A
member from the audience agreed
that a steering committee approach-
ing MPAC would probably be more
successful than individual residents
approaching MPAC. He added,
just want to live here in this
town...What can we do to stop this
nonsense!”

Councillors Rick Bonnette
and Bryan Lewis both offered their
support and suggestions at the
Acton meeting. Joyce Savoline,
Chairman of Halton Region, was
reportedly told that provincial
assessors would take a second look
at areas facing large assessment
increases. Meanwhile, the grass-
roots revolt started by Sprowl and
Bonnette in Halton Hills against
the assessment system, is taking off.

Audience members contributed

more than $500 to help in the

upcoming battle with MPAC, and
the Halton Hills
Support Group has now been
established. For information,

please call Mac Sprowl at 519-853-
1195.
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* Eye Exams Arranged

(next door)

* Lab on premises

e Certified Contact

Lens Fitter

15 Martin Street,

Milton

(Carriage Square)
Martin & Main Sts.

905-876-0556
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Dr. Tim Peloso, B.Sc.(H.K.), D.C.
Rockwood Family Chiropractic

MICHELIN |

May March bring
you a little
luck of the Irish!

(519) 856-2624

118 Alma St. (Hwy 7 at Main St.)

Rockwood

ALLIANCE
TIRE PROFESSIONALS

Open Mon-Fri, 8-6; Sat, 8-3

'TIRE SALES & SERVICE
555 MAIN STREET E., MILTON

905-876-4788

. Go urmet Cojfee . Cappuccmo Latte

Also Serving < Fresh Cookies * Fresh Muffins go fast!

Guelph Line

111 Main St. Campbellville @ Hwy 401
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G eo rg etown Why come to Georgetown? | - ) o
Toyota Sales s
y :

If you do.

Email: info@georgetowntovota.com

Website: www.georgetowntovota.com

& TOYOTA

15 Mountain View Rd.
GEORGETOWN 905-877-2296
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TORONTO 905-874-4276




